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Stay in touch: Yarpole WhatsApp Group
Enjoy chatting and sharing photos with members of our community via the
Yarpole Whatsapp group. We now have more than 40 members!
To join this group, please send a message to:
Katie Daniels 07786515922 with your mobile number.

Calling Facebook Users
To obtain Yarpole news on Facebook, search for ‘Yarpole
Community’.
See what’s on! See what matters in Yarpole! Contribute to the page. Like us and become
a friend.

Don't miss out on what's happening!
To be added to the events mailing list, email:
yarpoleevents@btinternet.com

Thanks to David Cheshire for the winter view of Bircher Common on the front page (and see
the back page for an identical view taken within just 2 days). Also thanks to Graham Whitlock
for the New Year’s Eve party at The Bell (left) and Kate Griffiths for the café’s first day at The
Bell on Jan 5th.
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Welcome to the first edition of The Parishioner in 2022. As I write we are all still subject
to government restrictions which may have reduced the range of events planned in the
parish for the coming weeks. Let us hope that by the time you read this, those restrictions
have been reduced and we can all attend events organised by our new parish hall
committee and taking place in a lovely warm church following the installation of the new
heating system in January.
Some quick reminders:
 I’ve been asked to mention, especially for new members of our community, that to
continue to provide all the services and activities that we enjoy, there is always a need for
new volunteers. Current requirements include: weekend newspaper sorters (p9), help on
St Leonard’s Management (p11) and DIY at the pub (p17). As well as the benefits to our
community, volunteering is a great way to get to know people. Research has shown that
volunteering can even help you to live longer! If other roles interest you, send a quick
email to newsletter@yarpole.com and we’ll pass your contact details on to the
appropriate person.
 The deadline day for items for The Parishioner is the 10th of the previous month. It’s
very helpful if you can get your copy to us by this date, or let us know if there has to be a
delay. This is to give the editors enough time to put it all together before it goes off to the
printers on the 22nd of the month.
 If you don’t want to keep your copy of The Parishioner, rather than putting it in your
recycling, why not drop it off in the church so someone else can have it.
A very happy new year to all our readers and let’s hope we all enjoy a less anxious year.
Hetty

To send in articles and news items, please e-mail us at:

newsletter@yarpole.com
Or leave in the box at the shop

The deadline for all submissions is

THE 10th OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH
There is no newsletter in January or August

To place a commercial advert, please email us at the
address above and we’ll send you more information
Prices start at £5 for a ⅛ page ad, with discounts for multiple insertions

We also print small ads for parishioners for which we suggest that
a small donation is left in the yellow collection box in the shop
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Byecroft Open Garden

for the National Garden Scheme
June 18th - 19th 2022, 2:00 - 5:30 pm
A compact garden stuffed full of interesting and unusual
plants chosen not just for their flowers but also for their
foliage. Pergola smothered in old-fashioned roses, herbaceous
borders full of things you may not have seen before, formal
pond, lots of pots, vegetable garden, wildflower orchard, soft
fruit area. Lots of plants for sale.
For more information contact Sue Russell
01568 780559, peterandsuerussell@btinternet.com
NB Once again we’d be so grateful for some assistance with our
open garden event. If you could help for a couple of hours on either
the Saturday or the Sunday, please contact me using the contact
details above.
Many thanks
Sue

Walking Group
We meet regularly on the 2nd Friday and 4th Sunday of every
month, normally at 10:30 by the church.
Friday February 11th and Sunday September 27th.
All are welcome to join our walks but please phone to check details if you are not
on the email list.
Contact: Viv and Brian 782271 or seiftonbatch@gmail.com

Arts Society November lecture

February 16th
Ludlow Assembly Rooms, 2.00 for 2.15
The Duc de Berry medieval illuminated manuscripts
Christopher de Hamel
For more information go to www.thetemevalleyartssociety.org.uk
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Mothering Sunday

Yarpole Parish Hall

Saturday 19th March 7.30pm
Doors and bar open 6.45pm
Tickets £5 pre-booked only*
Mothering Sunday is a 2021 British romantic drama film, directed by
Eva Husson, from a screenplay by Alice Birch, based on the novel by
Graham Swift. The film stars Odessa Young, Josh O'Connor, Olivia
Colman, and Colin Firth.
Set in the wake of World War I the film follows the life of Jane
Fairchild (Odessa Young), an orphaned maid who spends Mothering
Sunday with her wealthy lover. 1h 44mins Cert 15.
*This film is being shown as part of Borderlines Film Festival 2022.
Please reserve tickets by adding your name and contact details to the list
in the church or by emailing Rebecca at yarpoleflicks@gmail.com.

No Flicks film will be shown in February.
For films to borrow from our selection box, see page 15.

5

LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
John Levick
Thank you for the smiles, cards, gifts, messages and kindness after John’s
passing, a sadness to so many, especially me.
May the New Year bring us great joy!
Love Rose
Thank you for your support of The Children’s Society.
The Christmas Card tree raised £54.45p and the Carols
around the Tree raised £51.05.
I shall be collecting The Children’s Society boxes in
March, so will be in touch to arrange a date soon. In the
meantime if anyone would like their own box to drop the
odd coins into, please contact me on 01568 780408.
Sue Smith
Do you use Facebook (or Meta as it is now known) ? We need
someone to take on the job of managing the Yarpole Facebook
page which is an important channel of communication about what
is happening in the village. It can be seen by many both locally and
beyond.
This is a task you can do from home, in your own time. It would require you to
upload a couple of posts per week and check for any messages at the same time. For more
information please contact Brigit Graham .01568 612203

Thank you
Thank you to everyone who supported my Christmas fundraising,
either by buying a wreath, providing foliage or giving me company
whilst making the arrangements. Together we have raised £1633 for
Macmillan.
This amount reflects just the first phase of my fundraising, and in 2022
I intend to do further activities in support of the charity.
Kate Griffiths
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
New to Yarpole Parish?
Have you received your Welcome Pack?
We offer a pack of information to new residents in the parish, to
welcome them to the area and to show newcomers what we have to
offer.
We hope that everyone has the opportunity to meet people, join in with activities and find
out about local services.
The pack includes a £5 voucher to spend in Yarpole Community Shop and a detailed
directory of groups and useful organisations.
If you have recently moved into the area and have not yet received your pack,
or know of anyone who will be joining our community in the near future,
Please contact:
Rebecca Stanners, tel: 780196 email: rebecca.stanners@gmail.com.
The Parish Information Directory has been updated. Spare copies are
available at the church, or contact Rebecca Stanners (details as above).

DAWN

Mobile Hairdresser
Hairdressing
for all the family
Fully qualified

Dawn Goodwin

01568 770387
Stacey Gardner Foot Health
MCFHP MAFHP
Registered with the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Foot care in your own home.
Routine foot care £25, appointments cover:
toenail trimming, corns, callus, fungal infections,
cracked heel care, diabetic foot care.
Please allow up to 1 hour for appointments.

Please call 01568 368306 or 07540566871
For further information visit
www.sgfoothealth.co.uk
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YARPOLE COMMUNITY SHOP NEWS
February 2022

It’s all about comfort food this month ……
We are currently selling a lot of dried beans and lentils as everyone seems busy making
soups - and these sales along with bread flour and yeast tells us some delicious homemade
bread is being made to accompany these winter warmers!
We have fresh vegetables and fruit delivered to the shop every Thursday lunchtime so
come along and see what we can inspire you to make soup out of this week!
On a more exotic note we also stock some yummy items that might not be on an
‘essentials’ list like a very good range of spices and herbs as well as things like udon
noodles, dill sauce and even fennel.
Remember your local shop stocks more than just the basics! If we don't have what you
would like then please don't hesitate to ask and we shall see what we can do to source it
for you and our stock is always evolving as we source interesting products and items from
small producers, often local.
Bread
If you are not home baking or you'd rather save some time, or have something different
why not try some of the local bread from the range of local bakers that deliver to us on a
Monday, Thursday and Friday?
Alex Gooch, our award winning (BBC Food & Farming Food Producer of the year 2010
and several others since) supplier from Hay on Wye have expanded their range and in
response from requests from our customers we are going to trial expanding what products
we offer to order. All of their breads are 100% organic and vegan too. Alex delivers on a
Friday morning but we will need orders for the following by noon on a Tuesday (some
items, like the sourdoughs, have a long fermentation period).
Dark & White Sourdough - 800g (traditional or tinned) £4.30 / 400g £3.10
Tinned Rustic White 800g £3.28
Stoneground Spelt 400g £3.20
Challah (slightly sweet brioche style) Roll - with or without seeds 75p each
Spiced Fruit Loaf 400g £3.20
Focaccia - per portion/slice:
Olive 150g £2.85 Onion and nigella seed 150g £2.85 Garlic & sea salt 400g £3.88
Ciabatta Rolls 90p each
English Muffins 90p each
Plain Croissant £1.99 Chocolate/Almond Croissant £3.20
Blackcurrant and Cream or Chocolate Cruffin £3.80
Fruit and Almond Bostock £2.95
Kouign Amman £2.75
Remember we can also deliver to you if you can't get to the shop during opening hours
e-mail us at yarpoleshop@mail.com
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Weekend newspaper sorters needed!
Can you help once a month?
Please contact Kate 780360

TEMPORARY SHOP AND POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday
Saturday
Sunday/Bank Holidays

Shop
Post Office
9am - 1pm & 3pm-5pm
9am - 12noon
9am - 1pm
9am - 12noon
closed except for pre-ordered newspapers

Tel: 01568 780148 E-mail: yarpoleshop@mail.com
Website: www.yarpole.com

Gallery Café, Saint Leonard’s, Yarpole
At the time that the newsletter goes to press, we are continuing to
serve drinks, homemade cakes and scones in our temporary home
at The Bell.
Our Opening Times at The Bell are:
Monday - Saturday, 10.00 - 12.30.
We hope to be back in the church on Tuesday 1st February, depending on the work being
completed on time. Lunches and afternoon teas will then resume.
Normal opening times when we return to the church are:
Monday - Wednesday & Saturday, 10.00 - 12.30
Thursdays and Fridays, 10 - 16.30
Please check Yarpole Community Website, WhatsApp, Yarpole Facebook page and the
noticeboard for updated information.
Payment by cash only please while we are at The Bell, cash or card at the church.
Contact details: Email helenmcoverley@hotmail.co.uk.
Tel: (Café) 01 568 780594. (Home) 01 568 780189, or in person in the café/pub.

The door to every heart lies within.
The door to the earth lies within.
The door to the mystery lies within.
The door to everywhere lies within.
For the way of God lies within.
W.I. Wallace, Aotearoa, New Zealand
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CHURCH MATTERS
February 2022
Here we are, two weeks on, at the time of writing, from Christmas Day and a
week from New Year. Decorations are down and stored until next year. And we
look forward through the current murk and gloom to Spring and warmer
weather.
But were you aware that we are until 2 February still in the
Christmas season, when we celebrate Candlemas. Candlemas
primarily focuses on Jesus’ early life. Many Christians believe that
Jesus’ mother Mary presented him to God at the Temple in
Jerusalem after observing the traditional 40-day period of
purification (of mothers) following his birth. According to a New Testament Gospel
according to St Luke, a Jewish man named Simeon held the baby in his arms and said that
he would be a light for the Gentiles. It is for this reason that this event is called Candlemas.
Did you know that Snowdrops are a symbol of Candlemas? Snowdrops
(galanthas nivalis) are known as Candlemas Bells because they often bloom
early in the year, even before Candlemas. The superstitious used to believe
that these flowers should not be brought into the house prior to Candlemas.
However, it is also believed in more recent times that these flowers purify a
home.
We have many people to thank for helping to make Christmas at St Leonard’s a joyous
time. If I leave anyone out, I apologise: The Birchpole Singers for their particpation in the
service of Nine Lessons and Carols – one of best ever we are told; Sue Smith, Rose Jenkins
and Val Ainsworth for Carols Round the Tree and the Christmas crib; the flower arrangers
whose Christmas displays were spectacular; for Barbara and Martin whose tree decorations
lit up the church; for Rose for the Christmas ‘then and now’ photo competition; and all of
you who donated gifts for children and to those who gave to the Children’s Society, our
Christmas Charity.
The shortest day has passed, and whatever nastiness of weather we may look
forward to in January and February, at least we notice that the days are getting
longer.”- V. Sackville-West
We pray that you all keep safe,
GOD BLESS, Barbara
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New year, new charity, new beginning!
After a very long wait, it’s official: St Leonard’s
Management is now a registered charity. We are now a
completely independent organisation, structurally
separate from the PCC, with full responsibility for the
upkeep and management of the church on behalf of the
community. This is the first of a regular series of
updates that we’ll be publishing so that everyone is
kept fully informed about all matters related to the
building and its management. As well as articles in the
Parishioner you’ll also find lots of information on our
website, www.stleonardsyarpole.com
We were bowled over by the community’s generosity when we put out an emergency
appeal to help us raise funds for the new heating system. The sudden world-wide hike in
prices of equipment and materials brought about by the pandemic meant that the grants
we’d been given weren’t sufficient to cover the costs, which were going up every month.
Thanks to your generosity we were able to raise enough money to proceed, and at the time
of writing the work is in progress. If all goes according to schedule the building should be
back in action by the time you read this.
The charity has three trustees: Barbara Nurse, Andrew Praill and Sue Russell. Looking
after an important building like St Leonard’s is a massive task, and we desperately need
some volunteers to support the trustees. We’re currently looking for two people: a finance
director and an administrative assistant:
Finance Director – we need someone with a finance background who can support Audrey,
our Treasurer, and help us with our budgeting.
Administrative Assistant – we’re looking for someone who can take minutes, deal with
correspondence and help out with general admin.
Can you spare a little time each month to help? You’ll be helping to maintain a building
that’s a vital resource in the parish. Please contact one of us to find out more – Barbara
Nurse (banj1@btinternet.com), Andrew Praill (enmorevet@outlook.com) or Sue Russell
(peterandsuerussell@btinternet.com) Please don’t wait! We need your help now.
PS Many thanks to Barbara’s brother, Bob, for the logo design!

ALAN JONES TREE SURGERY

Traditional oak buildings
Garages
Extensions Carports
Morning Rooms Porches

SPECIALIST TREE CARE AND ADVICE
All aspects of tree work
 Fully insured
 Honest, trustworthy & reliable
 Follow us on Facebook


We also manufacture bespoke joinery
Doors Windows Staircases Gates
Bookcases

alanjonestreesurgery@gmail.com
01544 260448 - 07817 066316
Website - alanjonestreesurgery.com

01568 720266 / 07966 535737
Monkland Leominster HR6 9DF
www.herefordoakbuildings.co.uk
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H.W.S. PEST CONTROL
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED AND LICENSED
• RATS
• WASPS
• BEES
• FLIES
• MOLES

• MICE
• HORNETS
• FLEAS
• CLOTHES MOTHS
• WOODWORM

TELEPHONE: 01544 231509 / 07818 034301
EMAIL: ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk
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OAK TREE FUNERAL SERVICES
Independent Family Funeral Directors
With Chapel of Rest at Leominster Cemetery

24 Hour Contact Tel: 01568 250030
Email: oaktreefuneralservices1@gmail.com
www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
Worcestershire
WR15 8BW


Property sale and purchase



Property building and other disputes



Wills and Powers of Attorney



Administration of Estates and Tax Planning



Business and farm sale, purchase and Tenancies



Prenups and Cohabitation Agreements



Divorce, separation, finance and children

Tel: 01584 810575

Fax: 01584 811759 post@norrismiles.co.uk
www.norrisandmiles.co.uk
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PARISH HALL
February 2022
We are pleased to announce that we now have replacements for our Chairman and
Secretary.
Jill Grant, a new Trustee, joins us as Chairperson replacing Pete Lloyd and Janet Owen
an existing Trustee and Hall Librarian has volunteered to become Secretary replacing
Jennie Martin.
We thank Pete and Jen for their hard work and commitment and look forward to
working with Jill and Janet.
The Hall Committee.

200 Club
The winning numbers for December were:73 £30, 98 £20, 129 £15, 173 £15, 157 £10, 75 £10.
And the Christmas bonus:- 34 £35, 30 £35.
The Winning Numbers for January were:201 £30, 25 £20, 78 £15, 129 £15, 161 £10, 143 £10.
Good Luck for next time.
Pete Lloyd

Yarpole Flicks selection box
As there is no film in February, you may like to borrow one from the Flicks selection
box. We now have a collection of over 30 great films on DVD or Blu-ray discs available.
See our Flicks film list with links to trailers and more information on the Flicks page of
the Yarpole.com website (found under the Parish hall page).
You are welcome to borrow any of the DVD and Blu-ray discs listed. Please note that
Blu-ray discs can only be played on Blu-ray players, but that standard Blu-ray players
can play either disc type.
Please contact yarpoleflicks@gmail.com or phone Rebecca on 780196 if you would like
to borrow any discs. We can deliver to you at home. Please return disc/s to Rebecca
Stanners at 2 Phillips Acre Yarpole (off Green Lane on left past The Bell) or leave at
Yarpole shop.
Suggested donation: £3 per DVD.
Any surplus funds are used to support Arts Alive, run future Flicks events and improve
the hall equipment.
See the list of films available to borrow on the opposite page.
Rebecca Stanners and Adam Scott
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Yarpole Parish Hall
Programme for February 2022
Regular Weekly Activities
Mondays

Zumba

6.00 - 7.00 pm

Yoga

7.30 - 8.30 pm

Tuesdays

Tai Chi

9.30 - 10.30 am

Wednesdays

Tai Chi

10.00 - 11.00 am

Art

2.00 - 4.30 pm

Pilates

10.45 - 11.45 am

Thursdays

Other Events in February
Tuesday 1st

Parish Council meeting

7.30 - 9.30 pm

The library in the committee room is free to all with no time limit.
Access when the hall is in use .
To make a booking please contact Sue Carpenter
01568 780371 / carpentersue57@gmail.com
Or go to www.yarpole.com
and click on ‘Church & Parish Hall Bookings’ to book online.

Yarpole Flicks selection box continued
This is the list of films currently available from our collection:
DVDs
Blu-rays
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri
A Fantastic Woman
The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Society
The Favourite
Swimming with Men
If Beale Street Could Talk
The Lady in the Van
Leave No Trace
A Man Called Ove
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Rams
Bridge of Spies
The Rider
The Square
Hidden Figures
Rocketman
Brooklyn
I, Daniel Blake
The Shape of Water
Quartet
Captain Fantastic
Song for Marion
Guardians
Stan and Ollie
Wild Rose
Yesterday
A Personal History of David Copperfield Lion
Paterson
A Street Cat Named Bob
Their Finest
Sound of Metal
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Yarpole Group Parish Council News
The Parish Council is starting 2022 with two positive reports about
the Community Field. Planning permission for change of use has
been granted, and £10,000 received from Herefordshire
Community Foundation/Herefordshire Council towards the cost of
playground equipment. The Parish Council thanks St Leonard’s
Management for allowing a plan, showing a concept for the Field,
to be on display in the Church for public consultation between 15
December and 5 January.
By the time you read this, a public meeting on 25 January will have taken place (if COVID
-19 restrictions allow). All comments / suggestions will be considered by the Parish
Council; a more detailed planning application submitted and further grants applied for!
None of this could be achieved without the hard work and commitment of Parish
Councillors.
The Council’s finances are in good order at the end of the third financial quarter. After
careful deliberation, a budget of £27,097 and a Precept of £27,000 for 2022/23 was agreed
in December. The balance of £97 will come from reserves at year end. The budget can be
seen on the website under Council Business, Accounts & Finance.
The condition of Knoll Cottage, Bircher remains a concern, and an update on progress has
been requested from Herefordshire Council. Cllr Nurse contacted English Heritage, and as
a result, Dr Sarah Lewis, Inspector of Historic Buildings and Areas, met with
representatives from Herefordshire Council in December 2021 to review options. No
further news has been received.
The National Trust has confirmed that the pedestrian gate on the exit drive from Croft
Castle will be replaced with a kissing gate. It is was stressed to the Parish Council that as
this is the main vehicular exit, use of this access is at pedestrians’ own risk. The Council
has thanked the National Trust, and confirmed it trusts that, as has historically been the
case, access will be unrestricted at all times.
Public Right of Way (PROW) YP6. A plan of a potential diversion around the site
(Kingsland Lane, C1039) has been received from Balfour Beatty, and they confirm that a
link from the development site to the PROW will be retained. The diversion is not
confirmed (December 2021), and the Parish Council will be consulted again in due course.
An update on the Parish Hall was received at the December meeting. The posts of Chair
and Secretary have been filled and good results received from an Energy Audit, with
suggestions of additional loft insulation and possibly cavity wall insulation. New flooring
has been laid, and a trip hazard removed.
To keep informed of news from the Parish Council, please sign up for updates, on the right
-hand side of the website’s home page:
https://yarpolegroupparishcouncil.org.uk.
If you have any difficulty, please contact me.
You are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings – upcoming dates are Tuesday 1
February, 1 March and 5 April 2022, all at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall.
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Yarpole Group Parish Council News continued
Parish Council meetings are open to the public, and time is allowed at the start of every
meeting for residents to raise issues. Agendas are published on the website and put up on
village noticeboards three clear days in advance of meetings, and minutes of meetings are
published on the website for all to read.
Mrs Maggie Brown, Clerk,
yarpolegroup@gmail.com yarpolegroupparishcouncil.org.uk

The Bell at Yarpole
BREAKING NEWS!
Huge thanks to all who came on Christmas Day and NYE. It really was a joy to
see so many people sharing a drink or three with friends and neighbours.
While The Bell looks for its new tenants, we want to make sure the community
still has plenty of reasons to come down to the pub and enjoy everything this
wonderful place has to offer. So please put the following dates in your diary
and keep an eye out for more to come.
Regular Social Nights
The Bell will now open regularly from 6:00 - 11:00pm on the First Friday of every
month, serving beer, wines and spirits as well as ‘specials’.
We will kick off on Friday 4th Feb with ‘First Friday is Fizz Friday'. Come join us for
Prosecco, a Mojito or a Kir Royale.
Valentine’s Day Dinner
On Saturday 12th February from 7pm Viv Mitchell and Christine Cheshire will once
again be serving up a superb candlelit dinner. Come and enjoy a 3-course meal and a glass
of fizz for just £25.
Pre-booking is essential as this event sold out last time around. Contact Viv on
seiftonbatch@gmail.com or 782271 by 5 Feb please to reserve your table.
Please note that all events are CASH ONLY for the time being.
For up to date news of events at the Bell at Yarpole please visit the website:
https://www.thebellatyarpole.co.uk/

NB

We could do with some DIY assistance in mending and
painting the windows at the side and back of the pub. Also the
back doors could do with a clean-up and a new coat of paint.
Your pub needs you! If you would like to help please email:
themortimercbs@gmail.com
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Yarpole Parish Good
Neighbour Scheme &
Yarpole Talk Community
It’s been a quiet time for the Good Neighbour Scheme,
but maybe that will change as we are less affected by
Covid fears and need to go places or to have some help at
home. Do ask if you need some help and we will try to
help or find someone that can.
Watch this space for news of Talk Community Hub activities. We are Yarpole Talk
waiting on wi-fi to be installed in the Parish Hall which will allow us to Community
develop what we do.
Ever thought of volunteering for the Scheme? If you don’t want to be a
face to face volunteer we need more bodies on the committee.
GET IN TOUCH IF YOU COULD HELP.
Many thanks, YPGNS Committee.

Keep on Shedding
Yarpole Men’s Shed has resumed its activities after the
Christmas break with meetings every other Tuesday.
The picture on the right shows 2 members working on
the renovation of a gravity racer to be entered in the
forthcoming Richards Castle soap box derby. As
important as preparing for the derby is the opportunity
to meet and talk to fellow inhabitants of Yarpole.
If you would like to come along contact either:
Brian Mitchell 01568 782271 / seiftonbatch@gmail.com
John Nurse
01568780637 / bandjo@btopenworld.com

Drivers wanted
If you fancy yourself behind the wheel of the Yarpole
Gravity Racer contact John or Brian above.
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Welcome Help
Both “Inside and outside your home”
When the day to day running of the home becomes a struggle and the chores
mount up, don’t worry, help can be easily sorted and tailored to your needs.
Do you need help with some of these tasks?
Light cleaning
Changing the bed linen
Sorting the Laundry
Ironing
Meal Preparation

Tidying the flower beds
Edging grass borders
Planting bedding plants out
Sorting flower pots/tubs
Spring/autumn help with garden

I’m a local lady who is reliable, genuine, friendly and patient
who can assist with the above tasks. To help put the shine
and sparkle back into life, just call:

07816 047067
DBS checked, insured and competitive hourly rate.
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MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE
Patients’ Participation Group (PPG) February 2022
The Practice network had delivered over 113,327 Covid vaccinations since
December 2020 and will continue at the weekends in the coming weeks.
A fantastic achievement.
Gilly Lloyd 01568 780328 gillymi.lloyd@yahoo.com

The Pavilion
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all those fellow Yarpolians who have
supported us at The Pavilion cafe on The Grange in Leominster in the last few months.
We moved back to the old cricket pavilion late last year after Grange Court decided to run
the cafe there themselves. We have settled back in and even given the inside a makeover
in the last few weeks and look forward to welcoming people back in now and as we move
towards spring.
We are a social enterprise supporting adults with learning disabilities to run their own
micro businesses making various food products that they sell through the cafe (as well as
Yarpole shop). We are also welcoming small local support groups in for out of hours (and
covid safe) social gatherings - or ‘work meetings’ as they are now known.
As well as our members’ products we use as many local, or social enterprise, products as
we can - including the excellent Hundred House coffee, loose teas from The Tea People
(who fund education projects in tea producing areas in India), Gooch bread, Dinmore
Eggs, Wenlock Edge sausages, Mawley milk, Tyrrells crisps and more. As well as coffees
(cappuccino, latte, etc) and teas we serve light lunches of hand-made soup with a cheese
scone and a range of filled Gooch ciabatta rolls with coleslaw and Tyrrells crisps. We also
have a great range of handmade cakes.
As we move into the spring we will start offering crepes and galettes as well as, of course,
our own ice cream - made by us in small batches using Mawley milk and cream as well as
local fruit and an ever changing range of flavours.
We are right on The Grange park on the far side across
from the Etnam Street car park and a short walk from
the town centre by the Priory and playground. We are
dog and children friendly.
Winter hours are Tuesday - Friday 10.00 - 2.00 and
these hours will expand in the spring.
Jon

Philosophical comment for the month
Patience is not the ability to wait, but the ability to keep a good attitude
while waiting.
– Joyce Meyer
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Need a building surveyor?

 Structural surveys/costings
 Architectural drawing
 Planning permissions
 Listed building consents
 Building regs applications

Particular sympathy for older properties

City & Guilds
Qualified
dog groomer
in Yarpole
Caring and professional

Barrie Morgan MRICS MCIOB
01568 780 761

Timberworld Products Ltd
Manufacturers of quality
timber buildings
Garages, Carports. Stables, Field shelters
Sheds, Workshops, Offices,
Summerhouses, Gazebos, Pergola, Club
houses, Dog kennels and Log stores.
www.timberworldproducts.com

01568 708549

LEOMINSTER
SHOPMOBILITY

OLD FASHIONED GARDENER
SHAUN YAPP
48, Mortimer Drive, Orleton, Ludlow SY8 4JW
Tel 01568 780929
Mobile 07876197770
WEEDING
LAWN MOWING
PRUNING
STRIMMING
FLOWERBED EDGING

Did you know that you can borrow
disability equipment and medical supplies,
from Leominster Shopmobility?
THE SERVICE IS AVAILABLE
FREE TO ANYONE WHO NEEDS IT
Morris Mews, High Street, Leominster
HR6 8LZ. TEL: 01568 616755

HEDGE CUTTING

Chimney Sweep

ICS Trained & fully insured
Cowls, log stores
Painting, gutters
property maintenance

Reliable, trustworthy, local lady providing:
 End of tenancy
 Residential cleaning
 Commercial cleaning  Holiday let
 Domestic services

Tel: 01568 780417
Mob: 07837 935 102

Free estimates, flexible hours to suit your needs

Clare Evans 07733194057
cmecleaningservices@outlook.com
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Diocese of Hereford
February 2022
As I write this, it is ‘blue Monday’. A university professor managed to precisely calculate
which day is the most depressing one of the year! This is apparently the third Monday of
January every year and it has been given this accolade due to a combination of cold dark
nights, the sense that Christmas is over and the arrival of credit card bills with our
Christmas spending!.
By the time most people read this, it will be a distant memory, but as I talk to people after
two years of the COVID pandemic, there is a level of uncertainty and anxiety, which fuels a
sense that our world is out of control. It can feel much the same in church with numbers and
activities curtailed in many places and recovery feeling very fragile. Uncertainty in our lives
can make us all feel somewhat anxious about the future, and when we feel that we are not in
control, that can lead to worry and doubt. Jesus reminded his disciples that God understood
their needs.
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than
clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any
one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? Matthew 6:25-27
Jesus’ teaching is very simple as his followers are to live simply a day at a time and
recognise that whatever our circumstances, his love and mercy offer hope for the future. We
are called to look for the Kingdom to find those places where God is at work in our world
and join in. Even when we do not feel we have anything to offer or the gifts and skills to
make a difference, we can pray, and our presence can be a calming influence.
We also need to recognise that ultimately we are not in control. If we call ourselves
Christians, then we have voluntarily passed control of the direction of our lives over to God.
The Holy Spirit lives within each of us to equip, empower and sustain us on the journey of
faith and to be a guide for daily living. Paul understood better than most what trouble and
anxiety mean, yet he wrote one of the most encouraging passages in the New Testament.
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor heavenly rulers neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:38-39
Given that God cares for us so much, we need not doubt that there is a better future, and our
role is to point people to the hope that is within us. We all feel ‘blue’ from time to time, but
it will never overcome our hope in Jesus, as Peter tells us in his letters:
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect...” 1 Peter 3:15
Ven Derek Chedzey
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ORLETON AND DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB
Our December meeting was our AGM and the club was
pleased to welcome David Griffiths and Maurice Bracher,
who judge our annual show, to share some useful showing
tips. The program of speakers and events for 2022 was announced at the
AGM, including details of our celebrity speaker for 2022, Toby Buckland,
who will be giving a talk in July entitled ‘Abundance and how to have it’.
Toby is a gardener, TV and radio presenter and author and has presented
BBC2’s Gardeners World. Club members will benefit from half price tickets
for this event and priority booking. Details of ticket sales for non-members
will be announced in future publications.
2022 Program of Events
22nd Feb
15th Mar
29th Mar
26th Apr
22nd May
31st May
28th June
26th July
20th Aug
13th Sept
27th Sept
25th Oct
13th Nov
29th Nov
13th Dec

National Garden Scheme Penny Usher
Club dinner
History of Painswick Rococo Garden Dominic Hamilton
A Productive Year in a Small Greenhouse Nick Morgan
Plant Sale
Euphorbias Timothy Walker
Club outing to RHS Bridgewater
Abundance and how to have it Toby Buckand
Annual Show
Club outing to Painswick Rococo Garden
The Wonder of Trees Mary Fenton
Bulbs for the Garden Throughout the Year John Millington
Club lunch
Heavenly Beauty, Earthly Delight – Gardens of Paradise Adrian James
AGM and Club supper
Interested in joining?

We are a friendly club of approximately 100 members ranging from the novice to the
experienced gardener. We normally meet on the last Tuesday of each month at Orleton
Village Hall. For just £12.50 per year (starting January) these are some of the many
benefits:
Regular talks on gardening related subjects; Plant stall with quality plants at bargain
prices; Annual Show in August; Discounted outings to places of interest to gardeners;
Up to 50% discount on seed catalogues.
Our next meeting is at 7.30pm at Orleton Village Hall on 22nd February (see above).
Non-members welcome at £2.50 per person. For more information about the club, please
visit our website at www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk or come along to the meeting on the
22nd.
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Hello everyone. Welcome to a brand new edition
of ‘Lisa’s Book Nook’. I hope you all had a safe
and enjoyable festive season. Now that we are in
the depths of winter, I like nothing more than
curling up with a good fantasy book. I find there is
something deeply comforting in the way they
transport you to magical and distant places, so far
removed from our own world. So with that in mind, here are some fantasy book
recommendations for you to enjoy.
Daughter of the Forest by Juliet Marillier
The first book in the Sevenwaters series, this beautiful, enchanting and emotional tale of a
young woman trying to free her brothers from a spell set upon them by an evil,
manipulative sorceress, is set in 10th century Ireland. Expect to find magic, druids,
romance, strong familial relationships, beautiful descriptions of nature, swans and a
gutsy, strong-willed heroine amongst its pages. You won’t be able to put it down.
Luckily, there are five more books in this series to enjoy, all of which focus on different
but interlinked characters.
The Gargoyle by Andrew Davidson
This captivating, magical and intriguing tale will suck you in from the very first page. A
nameless narrator awakens in a hospital burns unit, having barely survived a horrific car
accident. Badly injured and with the world he knew now in tatters, he thinks he has
nothing left to live for. His life is given new meaning and hope when a bewitching
woman walks into his room and begins regaling him with tales of their past life together,
some 700 years ago. Told via two parallel narrative threads, the story is at once hopeful,
tragic, powerful and poignant. This is more than simply reading a book. This is an
experience and one you will not regret. Read it and be amazed.
The Golem and the Djinni by Helene Wecker
This debut novel apparently took the author seven years to complete. Upon reading it,
you can understand why. There is not a single wasted page or word in this book. It tells
the story of Chava, a golem made from clay, and Ahmad, who is a djinni. A chance
meeting in New York City throws the pair of them together and they become unlikely
friends. However, their friendship is threatened when a terrifying incident drives them
back into their separate worlds. Will they come back together again? Will their friendship
survive? You will just have to read and find out. There is so much to love about this book
and I cannot recommend it highly enough if you are looking for a story that you can
really escape into.
Theft of Swords by Michael J. Sullivan
This is the first volume of ‘The Riyria Revelations’ series and this omnibus edition
contains books 1 and 2, ‘The Crown Conspiracy’ and ‘Avempartha’. Everything you
could possibly want from a fantasy series is found here: strong world building,
multidimensional characters, magic, action, adventure, humour and plenty of sword
fighting. However, what really sets it apart for me is the fantastic friendship/bromance
between two lead characters, Hadrian Blackwater and Royce Melborn. These two men are
as different from each other as chalk and cheese and this makes for an incredibly strong
partnership that is extremely enjoyable and engaging to read about. It also serves as a
great way to inject some much needed humour into the plot, which means these books
never get too heavy going. If you are looking for a new fantasy series to really get your
teeth into, you cannot go wrong with this.
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The Curious Gardener
Frail beauty
As I write it’s the middle of January, and from the living
room window I can see one of the great joys of the midwinter
season: Iris unguicularis. The leaves are nothing special, (in
fact, by December they’re looking distinctly tatty), but the
flowers…. Each January they take my breath away. Pale
bluish-mauve, with detailed yellow and white markings, their
petals are so delicate that they look as if the wind would tear
them to pieces. They appear in ones and twos whenever
there’s a sunny spell, then stop when the weather turns nasty
again, only to produce some more when the weather abates.
As spring arrives it accelerates its production of flowers, until
by early April it’s sporting a dozen or more of these exquisite
blooms.
What on earth is this native of Turkey, Syria and Greece doing in our garden? The book
says ‘Requires a dry, sunny position, in a warm place’, but the only spot we could find for
it was in amongst the roots of a huge Magnolia. There’s virtually no soil there, just a mass
of woody roots, but I guess that’s what makes the spot a bit drier than the rest of our soggy
clay garden.
Each flower lasts only a couple of days, but that’s almost part of its charm. Knowing how
fleeting they are makes us appreciate them even more. Give them a go if you’ve got a slot,
and don’t be put off by how unattractive they look in a pot at the garden centre. They may
take a couple of years to settle in, but when you see the first flowers emerging in the
winter sunshine I guarantee they will lift your heart.
Sue Russell

Lucton School Scholarships
Each year, Lucton School offer a wide cross-section of awards that recognise outstanding
ability in a range of areas. Available for Year 7, Year 9 and Year 12 entry, scholarships
can represent up to a 25% reduction in school fees, whilst exhibition prizes reward
notable students with up to a 10% reduction.
Categories are Academic, Art, Drama, Music & Choral, Sport and the Headmasters
Award for all-round ability.
Students who live in one of the “nine favoured parishes” of Lucton, Croft, Yarpole,
Bircher, Luston, Eyton, Kingsland, Aymestrey, or Shobdon are eligible to apply for the
Pierrepont Scholarship. Named after Lucton’s founder, John Pierrepont, the award
recognises gifted students from the local area. We would be delighted to welcome
applications for the Pierrepont Award at any point throughout the academic year.
All awards are assured for the period of time the student studies at Lucton and are subject
to excellent behaviour and maintaining consistent academic progress.
Students looking to apply for a place at Lucton can email admissions@luctonschool.org
to book in a Taster Day and tour.
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FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
SEASONED HARD & SOFT WOOD AVAILABLE

Delivered in 1.0 cubic metre bags
FREE local delivery

Reliable friendly service
Call Steve Mantle

07980 775838
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The Day I had Lunch with Dick Cheney
Already I feel a ‘what on earth did you do that for?’ vibe. Like any regular American
tourist he was making his way around Europe (and since it was Tuesday it was definitely
Portugal) only in his case by helicopter and chauffeur-driven limo. It was the year of the
Gulf War, and he was taking a few hours off from being Secretary of Defence (sorry
Defense) having been invited to Quinta de Vargellas, the luxury, tax-deductible,
entertaining hub or ‘farmhouse’ of Taylor’s port, miles from anywhere way up the River
Douro. A small party of wine-writers had also been invited, to get hands-on, in-depth, onthe-spot, up-to-the-minute experience of port-making, to fill a few magazine pages (in my
case Punch) before Christmas, the all-important time of year when port sells like billy-o.
Fortunately DC wasn’t the only shady thing there. A canopy of vines winding round a
trellis kept off the midday sun, and a long table was laid for about twenty of us. The Brits
in charge of the port business have never let go of their public school roots, so we got the
usual fare: beef Wellington with roast potatoes, and steamed pudding with custard, just the
thing for a sweltering day. It might even have been spotted dick, in his honour.
The only light relief came when a couple of Portuguese speakers greeted each other by
saying Good Day in their own language. No sooner had they shouted ‘Bom Dia’ than
secret service agents were fumbling for their weapons at the prospect of an imminent
terrorist attack. They must only have flown in that morning.
Memorable as it was, it was not the highlight of the day. After sleeping off lunch I and a
couple of colleagues were required to put in some work. It was around 6pm and the day’s
harvest of grapes, collected by indomitable Portuguese workers who had been toiling all
day in the hot sun, needed processing. Looking at the shoes lined up outside the press
house you might have though it was a mosque. Inside, trousers were rolled up, skirts
tucked into knickers, arms draped around shoulders, and the linked line of treaders
squelched forwards to the sound of squeezebox and guitar, until the sticky purple juice
flowed between toes and then through an opening at one end of the shallow concrete bath
into a tank below, to bubble away to its heart’s content. No, Dick’s feet went nowhere
near it, and yes, you can drink it.
Anyway it was the 1991 vintage, if you want to avoid it. And at £120 a bottle as I write,
you may not have been tempted in the first place. Never saw Dick again.
Jim Ainsworth

Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor, microwave or Aga professionally

Colin Hadley
01885 400337 07817 477850

Email: colinhadley@ovenwizards.com
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Herefordshire Young Lady chosen to represent Great Britain
We are proud of our granddaughter Alice Godding who lives in
Yarpole and continually aims to "be the best".
Having been an avid runner for several years and a cyclist for the
last 2-3 years, Alice Godding, an active member of Croft Ambrey
and Western Tempo Running Clubs from Herefordshire, has this
year dipped her toes into the multisport of world duathlon racing.
Alice started running when she moved to Reading after graduating
from University. She joined the Reading Road Runners and spent
her evenings running on the athletics running track and around
Reading. This was her main source of socialising and meeting like
minded people.
Alice has had a great duathlon season competing in the Darley Moor
Sprint Duathlon (5th female), Oulton Park Sprint Duathlon (6th
Female), and the Cotswold Sprint Duathlon where she was placed
1st Female.
Having been placed 2nd Female in the 25-29 age group at Oulton Park Sprint Duathlon on
the 3rd of October 2O27, Alice qualified to race for Great Britain in the Sprint Duathlon in
Bilbao in September 2022. The duathlon championship is part of the Bilbao 2022
European Multisport Triathlon Championship, taking place between 17th and 24th of
September. The event will host athletes from
more than 30 European countries, with 3,000
athletes competing for their country. Alice
says she is over the moon and honoured to
have been given the opportunity to race for
Great Britain.
The attached photos show Alice being placed
1st female in her age category in the
Storming of Ludlow Castle this year (right)
and in another event overtaking a gentleman
(above). She had to run 5 kilometres, cycle
35 kilometres then run another 5 kilometres.
Alf Jenkins

Victoria Allen Funeral Services
8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire
SY8 1ND
01584 879035
Email: vafs@btinternet.com
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk
An Independent Family Business
All Areas Covered, 24 Hour Service
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Croft with Yarpole and Lucton
Parish Church Services February – March 2022
Date

Service

Church

Time

Sunday 6

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Croft

9.30

Sunday 13

Holy Communion – Common Worship

Yarpole

9.30

Sunday 20

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Yarpole

8.30

Sunday 27

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

9.30

Sunday 6
Sunday 13
Sunday 20

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer
Holy Communion – Common Worship
Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Croft
Yarpole
Yarpole

9.30
9.30
8.30

Sunday 27

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

9.30

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Changes to the programme will be displayed on notice boards and on the
Community website
Anyone wishing to contact a priest please phone:
Rev. Matthew Burns on 01568 614399, matthew@jmburns.co.uk
For other information please phone: Priory Office 612124
Monday to Friday 9.30 – 1.00
Churchwarden Barbara Nurse (780637)
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