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Stay in touch: Yarpole WhatsApp Group
Enjoy chatting and sharing photos with members of our community via the
Yarpole Whatsapp group. We now have more than 40 members!
To join this group, please send a message to:
Katie Daniels 07786 515922 with your mobile number.

Don't miss out on what's happening!
To be added to the events mailing list, email:
yarpoleevents@btinternet.com
Do you use Facebook (or Meta as it is now known)? We need
someone to take on the job of managing the Yarpole Facebook
page which is an important channel of communication about what
is happening in the village. It can be seen by many both locally and
beyond.
This is a task you can do from home, in your own time. It would require you to
upload a couple of posts per week and check for any messages at the same time. For more
information please contact Brigit Graham on 01568 612203.

The Churchyard Volunteer Mowers would like to thank
the Yarpole Community
for shopping at the Village shop.
Every purchase you make contributes to the shop having a surplus to share
with Community Projects.
Last year one of the projects you chose to support was the purchase of a new
push button start mower for the Churchyard Volunteer Mowing team. This will
make our task easier and result in fewer ricked shoulders and bad tempers. THANK YOU VERY MUCH
If you would like to join the friendly team to mow the paths in the churchyard
(we only ask people to do it once a year) and/or help the annual tidy up please
contact Julian Stokes on 780253
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Welcome to the March 2022 edition of The Parishioner. I hope you find something
of interest within its pages. I would draw your attention to two events that have taken
place since the publication of the February edition. Both involved the use of The
Bell as a venue. The first was Fizz Friday, which was a great success and showed
why the decision to acquire The Bell as a community asset was a good one. The second was a Valentine Dinner also held at The Bell. The challenge of preparing,
cooking and serving a four course themed meal was ably met by a team drawn from
Yarpole.
Yarpole is a community which relies on the active commitment and dedication of
the volunteers who live within its boundary. The investments made in the Post Office, The Bell, the Parish Hall and St Leonard’s Church are already paying dividends. We need to ensure that this is a continuing process. Any contribution however small would be welcome and help ensure the existence of the richness of the parish in which we are sheltering.

“Knowledge is power, if you know it about the right person”
Ethel Watts Mumford

To send in articles and news items, please e-mail us at:

newsletter@yarpole.com
Or leave in the box at the shop

The deadline for all submissions is

THE 10th OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH
There is no newsletter in January or August

To place a commercial advert, please email us at the
address above and we’ll send you more information
Prices start at £5 for a ⅛ page ad, with discounts for multiple insertions

We also print small ads for parishioners for which we suggest that
a small donation is left in the yellow collection box in the shop
3
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Walking Group
We meet regularly on the 2nd Friday and 4th Sunday of every
month, normally at 10:30 by the church.
Friday March 11th and Sunday March 27th.
All are welcome to join our walks but please phone to check details if you are not
on the email list.
Contact: Viv and Brian 782271 or seiftonbatch@gmail.com

Time to get walking again!
Walking in Herefordshire https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/hereford has hundreds
of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, details of all the
walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own
or with a group all the information is there in one place.
john@walkinginengland.co.uk

Histories & Mysteries from Yarpole Burial Ground
Results & more from the Adopt-a Grave scheme
Sunday April 24th 2.30 – 4pm St. Leonard’s Church, Yarpole
In 2021 the Adopt-a-Grave scheme was started in Yarpole Burial Ground, led by Carol
Clare. As we started to clear each of the ten graves, Helen & Mike Norris started investigating the inhabitants and, as the graves emerged from the ivy and general detritus, so too did
the stories of some of Yarpole’s earlier residents.....and the information keeps coming.
We are going to stage an exhibition in the church to share what has been found with an explanation by Helen and Mike of how they found it. This will be the launch event - accompanied of course by tea and cake.
There will be several short, informal talks including: the story of the scheme; a beginner’s
guide to researching your own family history, and the meaning of gravestone symbols. More information will be in the April Parishioner and on the Yarpole website nearer
the time.
Everyone is welcome, come and meet neighbours both present and past. Booking not required. For more information please contact Rose Jenkins 01568 780536.
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Mothering Sunday

Yarpole Parish Hall
Saturday 19th March 7.30pm

Doors and bar open 6.45pm
Tickets £5 pre-booked only* or via Borderlines
Mothering Sunday is a 2021 British romantic drama film, directed by Eva
Husson, from a screenplay by Alice Birch, based on the novel by Graham
Swift. The film stars Odessa Young, Josh O'Connor, Olivia Colman, and
Colin Firth.
Set in the wake of World War I the film follows the life of Jane Fairchild
(Odessa Young), an orphaned maid who spends Mothering Sunday with her
wealthy lover. 1h 44mins Cert 15.
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
The Events Group has begun to prepare for Yarpole’s celebrations. More information will be published in the April edition of The Parishioner. Please keep 3rd,
4th and 5th June free in your diaries for our festivities.

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
THANK YOU!

I The
was so
touched
by the has
generosity
friends
neighbours,
who came outMore infor
Events
Group
begunoftoTony's
prepare
forand
Yarpole’s
celebrations.
on a gusty, showery Saturday to rummage at the Garage Sale and to keep warm with
willorbea bacon
published
theover
April’s
of the
Parishioner.
soup
roll. Ainlittle
£300edition
was donated,
which
is really quite amazing.
Tony's
three
great
grand-girls,
Chloe,
Elianor,
and
in Canada,
willfestivities.
be able
Please keep 3rd, 4th and 5th June free in yourNora
diaries
for our
to buy something meaningful (probably a little necklace or bracelet) which will remind them of their great grand-parents as they grow up.
Remaining items have been donated to St Michael's Hospice.
Thank you to everyone who came along, I hope you enjoy your 'finds'!
Christine Cheshire

LOCAL LEGAL ADVICE

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
Worcestershire
WR15 8BW
Tel: 01584 810575
Fax: 01584 811759
post@norrismiles.co.uk
www.norrisandmiles.co.uk



Property sale and purchase



Property building and other
disputes



Wills and Powers of Attorney



Administration of Estates and
Tax Planning



Business and farm sale, purchase and Tenancies



Prenups and Cohabitation
Agreements



Divorce, separation, finance
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CHURCH MATTERS
Ash Wednesday falls on 2 March, heralding 40 days of preparation for Easter. Here are some
thoughts on the Lenten season and our part in it. God exists and is truly active in our lives. It is in
our encounter with God through the Church that we are able to put into perspective every aspect
of our lives. Lent is a time to return to what is essential and thus a time to turn our minds towards
God. Pray. As open and honest communication between husband and wife nurtures their marital
relationship, so does open and honest communication between man and God nurture our relationship. This communication between man and God takes place precisely in prayer. Such reality
requires that prayer be treated not as a monologue but a dialogue. Pay attention that half the
time is devoted to speaking and the other half to
listening.
It is not easy to find the balance between self denial and increasing ‘good works’. Attending a
Lenten session can help get things into perspective. A number of courses for Lent have been arranged. I hope you find something that suits you:
Yarpole 7.30pm Tuesdays starting March 8th Phillippa Wright will lead “Surprised by
Generosity” of Leominster Deanery
Saturday afternoons in the Eastern Parishes Rob Walker “ Seeking salvation in stained glass and
stone” Meetings are on Saturdays at 2.30pm.
5th March: KIMBOLTON
2nd April: STOKE PRIOR

26th March: HAMNISH
9th April: PUDLESTON

Wednesday evenings 7.30pm Churches Together Leominster
”Living an Authentic Life” Contact Paul Scott 01568 615223
Sunday evenings 7.30pm Ravenswood, Pinsley Road Leominster
“Cry for hope – Palestine and justice “ led by David Bland contact 07563 382872

PCC AGM 6pm
Mon 28 March
St Leonard’s All Welcome
God Bless. Barbara Nurse, Church Warden

Community Pub Event.
Saturday, 26th March from 2.00pm.
There are things that need to be done at the Bell and we are asking for YOUR help!
Painting—bring sandpaper and paint brushes and filler!
Gardening—the vegetable patch needs digging over. Bring Forks and spades.
Clearing—There is rubbish around the stable block which needs to be cleared. Bring
gloves.
Come for a friendly, social afternoon improving the pub environment.
Tea and cakes served. Extra cakes always welcome.
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YARPOLE COMMUNITY SHOP NEWS
March 2022
Getting just what you need and saving waste ……
The increase in the cost of living is being felt by all – and as such the advantages of the
village shop become ever more apparent. Here you can buy just the quantity of fresh vegetables and fruit that you need and always be assured that our comparable prices mean
that your money will be supporting local suppliers as well as saving you time and petrol.
Local suppliers provide us with both cooked and raw meat, cheese, milk, yoghurt, eggs,
cakes, quiches, honey and bread as well as some of our soft drinks and beers.
Remember we can always arrange to have products delivered to you if access to the shop
is limited by the timings of your working day or mobility concerns.
We continue to work towards reducing excess packaging where we can and have been
pleased by the highly successful introduction of “Proper Good Milk” from Church Stretton who deliver their milk to us in glass bottles and who will, if you return the empty
bottles to the shop, give you back 70p per bottle. They then recycle and reuse the bottle.
Mintons, who provide us with many of our dry ingredients, are now using compostable
bags for their nuts and dried fruits etc enabling your purchases to be not only good for
you but also for the environment.
Please give us some time ……..
We would love to recruit some more volunteers to help us keep our shop open and delivering an invaluable service to our community. Not only, of course, does it help us all but
volunteering brings great benefit to those individuals contributing to a shared community
venture.
We really need some more people interested in the front of house serving customers role.
Full training and excellent support is offered. If you think you might be interested and
could offer a little time please do get in touch - even occasional help is valuable to cover
regular volunteer holidays, etc. Please contact Kate on 01568 780360 or kateandrew64@btinternet.com to find out more. Thank you.
Herefordshire Shop Local card
Did you apply for the £15 prepaid Mastercard from Herefordshire Council? Sadly the
scheme is now fully subscribed but … , If you do have a card this a reminder that the
scheme will end on 31 March 2022 so you still have an opportunity to use any remaining
balance at shops within Herefordshire, for example Yarpole Community Shop (although
other retailers are believed to be available)! While the shop stocks a wide range of tantalising goods to satisfy nearly everyone some people have used this opportunity to help
others by purchasing items to donate to the Leominster Food Bank.
If you have already spent most of it you could perhaps tidy it away by spending your
final balance as above?
Jon
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Stacey Gardner Foot
Health

DAWN

Mobile Hairdresser

MCFHP MAFHP

Hairdressing
for all the family
Fully qualified

Registered with the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Foot care in your own home.
Routine foot care £25, appointments cover:
toenail trimming, corns, callus, fungal infections,
cracked heel care, diabetic foot care.

Dawn Goodwin

Please allow up to 1 hour for appointments.

01568 770387

Please call 01568 368306 or 07540566871

SHOP AND POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday
Saturday
Sunday/Bank Holidays

Shop
Post Office
9am - 1pm & 3pm-5pm
9am - 12noon
9am - 1pm
9am - 12noon
closed except for pre-ordered newspapers

Tel: 01568 780148 E-mail: yarpoleshop@mail.com
Website: www.yarpole.com

Gallery Café, Saint Leonard’s, Yarpole
We have now returned to the Gallery Café in St Leonard’s
Church and are open at the following times:
Monday - Wednesday & Saturday, 10.00 - 12:30
Thursday and Fridays, 10-16:30
Please check Yarpole Community Website, WhatsApp,
Yarpole Facebook page and the noticeboard for updated
information.
Payment by cash and card
Contact details: Email helenmcoverley@hotmail.co.uk.

Parish Newsletter March 2022
This can also be accessed on the diocese website hereford.anglican.org. I would also
recommend accessing the Bishop’s weekly message which is available via You tube.
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PCC warmly welcomes St. Leonards Management…..but we too need your
support.
You will have seen in both the previous and this edition of The Parishioner, the announcement and explanation of St. Leonard’s Management. The PCC (Parochial
Church Council) is very supportive and welcomes this initiative in the running and
maintenance of the church. However some of you may be thinking – if this, then what
is the PCC for? Is it now a redundant organisation?
The PCC is the official custodian of St.Leonard’s and although we have delegated the
day to day running of the building to SLM, we are still responsible for keeping it open
and running it as a church and place of spiritual engagement.
It is no secret that the number of people attending services nationally each week has fallen and that is true
for us as well. However, here we know from your support at times of seasonal events e.g. Christmas; personal commemoration e.g. weddings and funerals - together with all the volunteers who arrange the flowers, maintain the churchyard and ring the bells - that the presence of a church in our village remains significant.
I know some of you think that we get direct financial support from the central Church of England. Oh, if
that it were so. In fact, it is the opposite. In order to stay open as a church we currently have to raise £9.5k
each year to contribute to the diocese running costs which includes salaries, pensions and running costs. In
addition we have been paying £420 a month (£5020 p.a.) towards St. Leonard’s running costs. That’s a
total of over £14.5 k each year just to stand still before we do anything else. Remember also that in this
parish we have two churches and three burial grounds to administer and manage, recognising that the Parish Council do help us with financial support for two of the burial grounds.
So to be blunt, we too need both your money and your time to keep St. Leonard’s open as a church.
If you can make a monthly donation, however small, that would be brilliant and you can do that by signing
up to the Parish Giving scheme here https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home , Parish name = Yarpole St.
Leonard. This is a good scheme for us as we get the gift aid back immediately. Ad hoc donations can be
made here via the Golden Giving donate button on this page https://yarpole.com/index.php/st-leonard-schurch
If you can offer your time or ideas call Barbara (780637) or Rose (780536) to discuss ways you might be
able to help us, from grass cutting, tea making, events, readings, music, managing our social media entries,
minute taking and a whole host beyond. We also welcome suggestions of ideas of other services or activities that you would like e.g. evening prayer or other special events .
Please help us now so we can still be there for you … whenever you need us. Thank you. Rose
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£75 a day
That’s how much it will cost us to keep St Leonard’s running this year - £75 a day. It
will be more if unexpected repairs are needed. We’d like to tell you how we raise our
funds and how we spend the money.
Firstly, we need to emphasise that St Leonard's Management is an entirely independent charity with its own bank accounts. We have two bank accounts: one for specific
projects such as the new heating system, and one for the daily upkeep of the building. Money for the daily upkeep of the building is kept completely separate from
monies raised for specific projects such as the new heating system, which are ringfenced in a separate account.
The daily upkeep that we are responsible for includes the maintenance and repairs of
the church and the bell-tower, staff costs, cleaning, utility bills and insurance. To
keep our heads above water, we will need to raise in the region of £28,000 this year.
The money to pay for all of this comes from several sources. Firstly, the Gallery Café
provides us with much-needed funds. Secondly, the PCC (which is responsible for
maintaining religious worship in the church, and which itself is needing to raise
funds) gives us a monthly contribution. Thirdly, the shop pays us a contribution each
year to cover its share of the heating, cleaning and insurance bills. Some more comes
from hiring out the building for meetings, rehearsals, social events and other activities. The rest comes from fund-raising events that we put on, such as the Craft Fayre
which we’re running on 19th March.
Every penny counts. You can help us pay our bills by supporting the café, coming to
St Leonard’s Management fund-raising events and by hiring the building for your
next meeting or event. If you’d like to know more, please contact one of the Trustees: Barbara Nurse (banj1@btinternet.com), Andrew Praill
(enmorevet@outlook.com) or Sue Russell (suetrustee@btinternet.com) or visit our
website www.stleonardsyarpole.com

ALAN JONES TREE
SURGERY
Specialist tree care and advice
All aspects of tree work
Fully insured
Honest, trustworthy& reliable
Follow us on Facebook
alanjonestreesurgery@gmail.com
01544 260448 - 07817 066316
Website –alanjonestreesurgery.com
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H.W.S. PEST CONTROL
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED AND LICENSED
• RATS
• WASPS
• BEES
• FLIES
• MOLES

• MICE
• HORNETS
• FLEAS
• CLOTHES MOTHS
• WOODWORM

TELEPHONE: 01544 231509 / 07818 034301
EMAIL: ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk
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OAK TREE FUNERAL SERVICES
Independent Family Funeral Directors
With Chapel of Rest at Leominster Cemetery

24 Hour Contact Tel: 01568 250030
Email: oaktreefuneralservices1@gmail.com
www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk

Dear Friends: Parish Newsletter March 2022
No sooner are the Christmas decorations down on Twelfth Night (or Candlemas, depending on your practice)
than the Easter Eggs start appearing in the shops – one of our modern signs of spring!, But we know that we
don’t just jump straight from Christmas to Easter. We shall begin to mark the season of Lent with Ash
Wednesday on 2nd March. In some traditions, last year’s palm crosses will be burned, and the ash used to mark
the forehead with a cross as a sign of penitence, focusing the heart on repentance and prayer, as well as on our
own mortality - “Remember that you are dust, and to dust, you will return.”
For most people, modern Lent doesn’t involve the full Lenten Fast. Instead, you’ll often hear people talk about
giving up chocolate, cake, alcohol, or social media. One year, in my teens, I gave up television for Lent. It was
amazing to see what else I got done instead! The ‘giving up’ symbolises, of course, a period of self-denial:
saying ‘no’ to some of the things we crave, to help us focus more on God. And in my book that’s always a
good thing. But just giving up things for the sake of it may not help us with that aim of focusing more on God
and his character. Each year many Lent Books are published to help us spend extra time reflecting on God and
his character. This year’s Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book, written by the Revd Dr Isabelle Hamley,
focuses on justice as we recall the words of Isaiah, “Is this not the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of
injustice?” (Isaiah 58:6). There’s a 40-day Live Lent challenge we can all follow, based on the book, which
you can order online here https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/9781781402603/live-lent-embracing-justiceadult-pack-of-10 (I’ve given the link for packs of 10 in case you want to follow the challenge as a congregation; you can order them individually or in packs of 50 as well.) There’s also a children’s version https://
www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/9781781402665/live-lent-embracing-justice-kids-pack-of-10 And in case you
find the giving-up all too much, remember that the Sundays in Lent don’t count as fast days: all Sundays are
always a remembrance of the resurrection, and Christians can’t fast on such a joyful day. You heard it here
first…
With my best wishes, Fiona Gibson, Archdeacon of Ludlow
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The Bell at Yarpole - Fizz Friday
What a brilliant night at the Bell.
Huge thanks to everyone who came
along to support us. The place was
buzzing from opening time through
to last orders. The fizz was flowing
and the Mojitos, Aperol and Kir
Royale were going down a storm.
We get to do it all again on Friday
4th March with even more cocktails
added and four different ales from
the Swan Brewery for you to try.
Remember first Friday is Fizz Friday here at The Bell. Please spread
the word. We are looking forward
to seeing you at the bar.
Graham Whitlock
07495 437359
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Parish Hall
Programme for March
Regular Events
Mondays

Zumba

6.00 - 7.00 pm

Yoga

7.30 - 8.30 pm

Tuesdays

Tai Chi

9.30 - 10.30 am

Wednesdays

Tai Chi

10.00 - 11.00 am

Art

2.00 - 4.30 pm

Pilates

10.45 - 11.45 am

Thursdays

Other Events
Tuesday 1st

Parish Council meeting

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Saturday 19th

Flicks in the Sticks

7.00pm

The library in the committee room is free to all with no time limit.
Access when the hall is in use .
Friday’s Library (from 18th March) 10-12noon

To make a booking please contact Sue Carpenter
01568 780371 / carpentersue57@gmail.com
Or go to www.yarpole.com
and click on ‘Church & Parish Hall Bookings’ to book online.

200 Club
The winning numbers for February were:148 £30, 213 £20, 125 £15, 58 £15, 128 £10, 193 £10.
Good Luck for next time.
Pete Lloyd.
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Yarpole Group Parish Council News
To start my report – the dog bin on the community field. The Parish
Council pays to have it emptied once every three weeks, costing £30 per
collection, £520 per year. If a fortnightly collection is needed, it will cost
£780 a year, nearly 3% of the entire budget for 2022/23. Provided by the
Parish Council to help keep the field free from dog faeces, the new bin is
being overfilled! If dog owners see that the bin is full, please take poo
bags home with you or use the second bin (maintained by Herefordshire
Council), by the notice board at the junction of Green Lane and Brook
Lane.
The Acting Footpaths Officer has tendered his resignation. He is wholeheartedly thanked for his
dedication to the role over the last 10 years. The network has been brought up to a high standard and
positive contacts with landowners established. A new volunteer Footpaths Officer is needed! It is
hoped the successful candidate will be supported by a volunteer team of residents, reporting
problems on the network. If you, or anyone you know, might be interested, please contact me. If
you walk the Public Rights of Way, you can help!
Two planning applications were discussed. P214309/F - Planning Permission Land at Brook House
Farm, Brook Lane, Yarpole. Proposed erection of six dwellings and associated works; and the
creation of a phosphate credit bank. This was considered a good quality development and the
application was supported. P214519/F - Planning Permission New House Farm, Church Road,
Lucton. Proposed erection of new lean-to building for housing livestock (sheep) hay and straw.
Questions were asked about run-off from the proposed building. Lucton is in the River Lugg
catchment area and any increase in phosphates potentially draining into the river is of great concern.
Speeding vehicles on the B4362 between Bircher and Lucton were discussed. The Safer Roads
Partnership will be contacted for advice and the danger at the B4362/Green Lane junction and in the
vicinity of Cockgate School emphasised.
Ward Councillor Sebastian Bowen confirmed a plan is being drawn up to protect Knoll Cottage,
including an 80% grant from Heritage England; roof and elevations will be covered in tin to prevent
further decay.
The Community Field Consultation took place between 15 December and 5 January, and plans were
discussed at an open public meeting on Sunday 23 January. It was very well attended, and provided
an opportunity for further debate. It was agreed at an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council,
on 25 January, that alterations to the plan would be considered, and assistance offered by an architect
in the Parish was gratefully accepted. The final decision on the layout of the field will be taken by
full council, after which a detailed planning application will be submitted.
You are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings and have an opportunity to raise your views on
parish matters during the Open Session. Upcoming dates are Tuesday 1 March and Tuesday 5 April
2022, 7.30pm in the Parish Hall.

Mrs Maggie Brown, Clerk.
07398 222 310
yarpolegroup@gmail.com
yarpolegroupparishcouncil.org.uk
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Test drivers needed.
Contact Brian or John on 01568 782271/780637

Victoria Allen Funeral Services
8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire
SY8 1ND
01584 879035
Email: vafs@btinternet.com
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk
An Independent Family Business
All Areas Covered, 24 Hour Service

FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
SEASONED HARD & SOFT WOOD AVAILABLE

Delivered in 1.0 cubic metre bags
FREE local delivery

Reliable friendly service
Call Steve Mantle

07980 775838

01568 615565 (Evenings)
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Yarpole Parish Good
Neighbour Scheme
And Yarpole Talk
Community

Two of our volunteers, Val and Avis, have visited an activity-based session near Malvern and came away with many ideas about setting up something similar in Yarpole at
the Parish Hall.
But they would like some thoughts from YOU. Here is what they say:
We are looking to offer a wider range of services and activities now that Covid restrictions are becoming less demanding and people want to get out more. One such
venture might interest those in our community who have caring responsibilities and
who might welcome interaction with others, as well as bringing along those for
whom they care.
It could appeal perhaps to anyone who wants a bit of company, a chat, the chance to
join in with some games, a sing- song, listening to a speaker, and any other suggestions from the community that we might provide. The venue would be in the Parish
Hall on the 3rd? 4th? Friday in each month.
We need a name too: suggestions so far: Past Times, Café Connect, Caring and
Sharing – let us have your ideas.
AND, we haven't forgotten the cake!
If you think you, or someone you know or care for might like to join in with others,
leave a message for Val or Avis on 07885 525776
Still a quiet time for the Good Neighbour Scheme, except for our regular prescription
run from Kingsland Dispensary to Yarpole Shop every Thursday morning. Our volunteers are ready and waiting, offering, for example, lifts to either a health related appointment or small tasks around the home or garden. Give us a ring, 07885 525776,
and let’s see what we can do.
Barbara Nurse

Date for your Diary
Richards Castle Soap Box Racing
Sunday 26th June 2022
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Welcome Help
Both “Inside and outside your home”
When the day to day running of the home becomes a struggle and the chores
mount up, don’t worry, help can be easily sorted and tailored to your needs.
Do you need help with some of these tasks?
Light cleaning
Changing the bed linen
Sorting the Laundry
Ironing
Meal Preparation

Tidying the flower beds
Edging grass borders
Planting bedding plants out
Sorting flower pots/tubs
Spring/autumn help with garden

I’m a local lady who is reliable, genuine, friendly and patient
who can assist with the above tasks. To help put the shine
and sparkle back into life, just call:

07816 047067
DBS checked, insured and competitive hourly rate.
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The Day I had lunch with the England Cricket Team
It wasn’t all of them, just half a dozen, and I didn’t even know they would be there. I
had gone to see Kevin Judd, and in case you haven’t heard of him then you may have
come across the wine he was making at the time, Cloudy Bay (he now makes Greywacke). Marlborough, at the northern end of South Island, is one of New Zealand’s
sunniest spots, and there is nothing photosynthesisers like more than a bit of sunshine. The grapes showed their appreciation by offering up lots of flavour, and Kevin
and his helpers turned the juice into one of the country’s best loved wines.
Cricketers are just as partial to a free lunch as are journalists, so in they all trooped. I
can’t remember who they all were, one was called Atherton I think, there was a
Vaughan, and Allan Lamb. I am as interested in cricket as I am in cars and DIY, so I
couldn’t engage in intelligent conversation about innings and runs. We were just left
with small talk.
‘What do you do?’
‘I write about wine. And you?’
‘I play cricket.’
‘Oh.’
‘How far have you come?’
‘About as far as you mate. If we went any further we’d be coming back.’
And then one of them said, in a South African accent, that he lived in Northamptonshire.
‘Oh so do I. Whereabouts?’
It turned out that Allan Lamb lived in a big new house that had just gone up in the
village where I lived, which he had christened Century House (dream on) so I presume he must have been a batter, as they are now called. We had in fact come exactly
the same distance, bar 100 yards. And I’d never heard of him. He hadn’t heard of me
either, so I didn’t feel the need to apologise.
After lunch we went our separate ways, and I have no idea who won the Test they
were playing in between winery visits. The next time I saw Allan Lamb was briefly
when we sang carols outside Century House on Christmas Eve. He was, of course,
bowled over by our performance. Either that or the five quid was for us to shut up
and go away. I never saw any of the other cricketers again.
Jim Ainsworth
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Need a building surveyor?

 Structural surveys/costings
 Architectural drawing
 Planning permissions
 Listed building consents
 Building regs applications

Particular sympathy for older properties

City & Guilds
Qualified
dog groomer
in Yarpole
Caring and professional

Barrie Morgan MRICS MCIOB
01568 780 761

Timberworld Products Ltd
Manufacturers of quality
timber buildings
Garages, Carports. Stables, Field shelters
Sheds, Workshops, Offices,
Summerhouses, Gazebos, Pergola, Club
houses, Dog kennels and Log stores.
www.timberworldproducts.com

01568 708549

LEOMINSTER
SHOPMOBILITY

OLD FASHIONED GARDENER
SHAUN YAPP
48, Mortimer Drive, Orleton, Ludlow SY8 4JW
Tel 01568 780929
Mobile 07876197770
WEEDING
LAWN MOWING
PRUNING
STRIMMING
FLOWERBED EDGING

Did you know that you can borrow
disability equipment and medical supplies,
from Leominster Shopmobility?
THE SERVICE IS AVAILABLE
FREE TO ANYONE WHO NEEDS IT
Morris Mews, High Street, Leominster
HR6 8LZ. TEL: 01568 616755

HEDGE CUTTING

Chimney Sweep

ICS Trained & fully insured
Cowls, log stores
Painting, gutters
property maintenance

Reliable, trustworthy, local lady providing:
 End of tenancy
 Residential cleaning
 Commercial cleaning  Holiday let
 Domestic services

Tel: 01568 780417
Mob: 07837 935 102

Free estimates, flexible hours to suit your needs

Clare Evans 07733194057
cmecleaningservices@outlook.com
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POST SCRIPT
Is this a misplaced article that the Editor has allowed
to slip through?
No – it is a request for help with Yarpole Post
Office!
Yarpole Post Office is open six days a week from 09:00 – 12:00 and is ably run by
Rowena, our multitalented Shop Supervisor and Post Mistress. However, she
deserves some time off now and again – to be precise two Saturdays per month as
well as four week’s holiday – every year! These absences are covered by relief Post
Masters who, typically, provide cover at a range of Post Offices across the county.
We would like to increase the pool of relief Post Masters by training someone who
can give priority to Yarpole when Rowena needs time off. This will be a paid role
and, if the applicant is willing, will provide an opportunity to provide cover at other
Post Offices for payment.
Full on-site training will be given and the successful applicant must be prepared to
work at least one Saturday per month and to cover enough shifts to ensure they
remain confident in using the Post Office systems.
If you are interested please contact Andrew Praill (01568 780358) or David
Cheshire (01568 780590) for more information.
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ORLETON AND DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB
On 25 January Orleton and District Gardening Club were delighted to
welcome back Kev Alviti to give a talk entitled Preserving the Harvest.
Kev lives with his wife and three young children on a small holding
where he grows his own fruit and vegetables and keeps sheep and poultry. Growing up on a
farm he used to help his mother make jams and pickles. He began by dispelling the
misconception that you have to grow it to preserve it, one can also buy, swap or forage.
Kev built a cool, frost free shed in which he dries apples and potatoes on slatted racks. He
outlined several methods of preserving: fermenting – an excellent method for preserving
wild garlic for use in cooking and for making sauerkraut as well as wines and beers. He
makes elderflower and meadowsweet wines as well as nettle beer, advocating the use of
plastic bottles for the latter to prevent explosions! Mead is made from locally sourced
honey and flavoured with cherries and blueberries and must be left to ferment for at least a
year.
Although pressure canning has fallen out of favour it can be used to make stocks, soups and
broths. Water bath canning is a useful method for preserving fruits with a high acid content,
apples, berries and cherries. The jars of fruit sit on a rack with an inch of water on top. Kev
stressed the importance of strictly adhering to the recipe to avoid the risk of botulism with
both these methods.
Although Kev felt that the freezer has made us lazy he acknowledges that it is an excellent
tool and freezes French and runner beans as well as his home reared chickens which are
vacuum packed before freezing.
He makes his own jams: damson, blackcurrant and mulberry, advocating a 50% ratio of
fruit to sugar, chutneys and vinegars.
Possibly his most indispensable tool is a dehydrator which he bought after a visit to Poland
where they are very popular. Fruits are dried on 15 inch square trays, apple rings dry in 24
hours and may be rehydrated with boiling water for pies and crumbles. He also dries
bananas, kiwi fruits and tinned pineapple. Squashes may be dehydrated, crumbled then
rehydrated for soups.
As in his previous talk Kev emphasised the pleasure he receives from sharing produce and
preserving methods with friends and neighbours. His children are enthusiastic assistants
and he feels it is important that children know where their food comes from. He teaches
young people preserving methods although after a session making beetroot sauerkraut with
eighteen six year old Beaver Scouts he feels that some activities are best conducted outside!
Ghislaine Arundale
Our next meeting is a talk by Dominic Hamilton about the history of Painswick Rococo
Garden, on March 29th at Orleton Village Hall. Non-members welcome at £2.50 per
person. Doors open 7.15pm for 8.00pm start.
For more information about our programme of events and the club, please visit our
website at www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk or come along to the next meeting.
Membership is just £12.50 per year (Jan – Dec) and we normally meet from 7.15pm on
the last Tuesday of the month.
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Hello everyone. Welcome to another edition of
‘Lisa’s Book Nook’. With two patron saint days
occurring in March, St David’s Day and St
Patrick’s Day, I have decided to recommend some
books with a Welsh or Irish theme. So settle down
with your favourite Irish cream liquer and get
ready to dive into some books with connections to
the beautiful countries of Wales and Ireland. There maybe dragons ahead…
How Green Was My Valley by Richard Llewellyn - This beautiful coming-of-age tale
is set within a Welsh coal mining town at the turn of the 20 th century. It’s basically a book
about nostalgia, harkening back to a way of life that doesn’t really exist anymore. It’s an
understated yet powerful read and much of its power comes from the exquisite prose,
which reads very much like a Welsh ballad. Likeable, relatable characters ensure this is a
story you will never forget. Be prepared to feel the lush green grass beneath your feet as
you experience life in the breathtaking countryside of Wales. A quaint tale for the ages.
The Dolocher by Caroline Barry - Something terrifying is happening in 18 th century
Dublin. People are being murdered by what is believed to be a demonic spirit from a man
who killed himself whilst awaiting execution via the hangman’s noose. Sound intriguing?
It is! This is a dark, grisly tale with a gripping mystery at its centre and it really will have
you hooked from the very first page. Caroline Barry certainly knows a thing or two about
creating atmosphere and tension, so much so that you will literally find yourself
transported back to Dublin in the mid-1700s, where terror and paranoia stalk every street
and lurk in every corner. You will not want to put this book down until you have reached
the final page.
Normal People by Sally Rooney - This book likely needs no introduction, seeing as it
has been everywhere in the last few years, but it is so good and worthy of all the hype that
I just had to include it in my book nook. It tells the story of two millennials, Connell and
Marianne, who grow up together in a small Irish village and who develop an intense,
complicated relationship with each other as they make the transition from school to
college. It is a refreshingly honest, psychologically astute take on the complexities of
relationships between young people and makes for some powerful reading material.
There is a distinct lack of speech punctuation in the book, an unusual stylistic choice by
the author, which can take a bit of getting used to but once you get into the flow of things,
a great read awaits you.
Tooth and Claw by Jo Walton - I promised you dragons and here they are. Lets face it,
you can’t really have a Welsh-Irish theme without including the heraldic symbol of
Wales, can you? Written by Welsh-Canadian author Jo Walton, this is a loose retelling of
Jane Austen’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’. The big twist however is that all the characters are
dragons. Whilst this might sound like a bizarre premise, it actually works incredibly well.
Walton does a great job of transforming dragon lore and mythology so that it fits into a
Regency era setting and the characters are all believable, despite them not being human.
There is also commentary on a surprising number of social issues which are revealed and
explained through the dragons’ culture. This book is basically a fantasy of manners and it
is great fun from start to finish. If you are looking for something that is a bit different
from the norm, and which doesn’t take itself too seriously, this is the book for you.
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The Curious Gardener
The underground workers
Hands up who has a mole in their garden? I can’t believe only one or two of the
little blighters are causing all this havoc – there must be three or four at least.
During the summer they criss-crossed the beds at random, but when the soil became wetter in the autumn they changed their tactics, concentrating on the edges
of the borders instead. They go backwards and forwards along the margins like
soldiers on duty, heaving up heaps of soil as they go. They’ve been along one
particular edge so often that it’s now just one long, conjoined molehill.
Moles have been the gardener’s enemy for centuries. Staying at a holiday property on a large Scottish estate, we were disconcerted to find that the half-mile long
drive was a morgue for moles. Hundreds had been killed and fastened to the
fence: perhaps the landowner was paying the molecatcher per mole?
Over the years people have invented countless ways of trying to get rid of them,
each method more bizarre than the last. Where we used to live, the PCC planted
platoons of the so-called Mole Plant (Euphorbia lathyris) in the graveyard in a
doomed attempt to discourage moles. Some people insert toy windmills into their
lawns in the belief that the moles won’t like the vibration, while others swear by
coffee grounds or a lump of very old cheese stuffed into the run. I turn the air
blue when I see the damage they do, but I confess I do secretly admire them.
They’re so wonderfully adapted to their life underground – even their fur strokes
both ways, to allow them to travel backwards and forwards in their tunnels. And
their burrowing does improve the drainage of the soil. I will try to restrain my
irritation and learn to love my underground workers.
Sue Russell

Plant Stall 2022
Now that Spring is around the corner and gardeners are looking forward to the new gardening year, we need to let you
know that the plant stall will restart from:
Tuesday APRIL 19th. ( the week after Easter)
We will be very grateful for any plant contributions especially
at the start of the season and would like to thank you all for
your support last year.
Janet, Lesley and Gilly
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Testing the Water

A world in space
Above the stars are shining bright.
Grasp them and string them along
a line of eternal hope.
They will never be switched off.
Reach out wide arms to embrace
the silver moon, and wrap it tight
into an amazing hug.
It will be always smiling for us.
Slide down the pathway of a comet,
an astronomical skiing slope.
It is never going to end.
And always with a safe landing.
Sit comfortable on a floating cloud,
wrapped in ethereal softness.
Measuring our dreams,
That one day will become reality.
Carol Clare
Testing the Waters…. Some of you may have seen Kate Derby and myself kitted out in high viz playing
around with a plastic jug and some testing strips outside Brookside Cottage. We are proud to be part of the
CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) Citizen Science project which has recruited hundreds of volunteers to test the waters of the tributaries to the Wye. There has been a lot in the media about the sad state of
pollution in our rivers, largely down to sewage and agricultural run off. This raises the nutrient levels which
then cause algal blooms and subsequent negative effects on fish, plants and wildfowl. This project is measuring phosphate and nitrate levels on a weekly basis at multiple locations on the tributaries and the data is
being analysed at Cardiff University. With hard data, regulatory bodies can then hopefully take action to
prevent the situation getting worse. We love our rivers and swimming in the Lugg, the Teme and the Wye is
a joy that we want our grandchildren to be able to share with us! Rachel Voysey

Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor, microwave or Aga

Colin Hadley
01885 400337 07817 477850

Email: colinhadley@ovenwizards.com
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Croft with Yarpole and Lucton
Parish Church Services March & April 2022
Date

Service

Church

Time

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Croft

9.30

Holy Communion – Common Worship

Yarpole

9.30

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Yarpole

8.30

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

9.30

Sunday 3
April

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Croft

9.30

Sunday 10
April

Palm Sunday at Yarpole or a group service
elsewhere

Yarpole

9.30

Good Friday Reflections

Yarpole

11.00

Easter Vigil

Croft

18.30

Easter Sunday

Yarpole

9.30

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

9.30

MARCH
Sunday 6
March
Sunday 13
March
Sunday 20
March
Sunday 27
March
APRIL

Friday 15
April
Saturday
16 April
Sunday 17
April
Sunday 24
April

Changes to the programme will be displayed on noticeboards and on the
Community website.
Anyone wishing to contact a priest please phone:
Rev. Matthew on 01568 614399, matthew@jmburns.co.uk
For other information please phone: Priory Office 612124
Monday to Friday 9.30—1.00
Churchwarden Barbara Nurse (780637)
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