May 2022
YARPOLE COMMUNITY SHOP ASSOCIATION LTD.
St Leonard’s Church, Green Lane, Yarpole HR6 0BB
Telephone: 01568 780148
Registration No. 29911R (Registered with the Financial Conduct Authority)
Registered in England and Wales.
Annual Members’ Meeting
To be held on Thursday 9th June 2022 at 7.00pm
at St Leonard’s Church, Green Lane, Yarpole HR6 0BB
Agenda
1. Welcome
2. Apologies
3. Approval of the minutes of the AMM held on 24th June 2021
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the 2021 AMM
5. Chairman’s Report
6. Report on the state of membership and the membership strategy

7. Receipt of the Financial Accounts for 2021
Acceptance by the members of the 2021 accounts
To agree that the 2022 accounts may be prepared without an audit
and presented with an accountant’s report
8. Appointment of Accountants for 2022

9. Election of the Management Board

AMM cont.
Please note that a summary of the 2021 unaudited accounts will be posted on
the shop website at: www.yarpole.com/index.php/yarpole-community-shop
prior to the meeting and a full set of the 2021 accounts will be made available
for inspection at the shop after the AMM.
Please note that nomination forms for election of members to the Management Board are available at the shop or on the shop website at:
www.yarpole.com/index.php/yarpole-community-shop
and completed forms must be returned for the attention of the Secretary via
the Shop or sent by email to laraffle@hotmail.com by Friday 3rd June 2022.
After the AMM please stay with us for a glass of wine or a soft drink.

There will be an opportunity for an informal discussion after the AMM.

Yarpole Gravity Racer
Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3

The above pictures show the work being undertaken on the racer to prepare it for the
Richards Castle Soap Box Derby on the 26 June 2022. Picture 1 shows Brian, Mike, and
Steve checking the newly upholstered seat and enhanced roll bars. Picture 2 shows the
racer awaiting the fitting of the new BMX wheels that replace the original wheelbarrow
wheels. Picture 3 is of Chris the member of the Yarpole Shed responsible for the newly
upholstered seat. Chris is an expert upholsterer.
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Stay in touch: Yarpole WhatsApp Group
Enjoy chatting and sharing photos with members of our community via the
Yarpole Whatsapp group. We now have more than 40 members!
To join this group, please send a message to:
Katie Daniels 07786515922 with your mobile number.

Don't miss out on what's happening!
To be added to the events mailing list, email:
yarpoleevents@btinternet.com

Calling Facebook Users
To obtain Yarpole news on Facebook, search for ‘Yarpole
Community’.
See what’s on! See what matters in Yarpole! Contribute to the page. Like us and become
a friend.

To send in articles and news items, please e-mail us at:

newsletter@yarpole.com
or leave in the box at the shop.

The deadline for all submissions is

THE 10th OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH
There is no newsletter in January or August

To place a commercial advert, please email us at the
address above and we’ll send you more information
Prices start at £5 for a ⅛ page ad, with discounts for multiple insertions

We also print small ads for parishioners for which we suggest that
a small donation is left in the yellow collection box in the shop.
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Yarpole Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
On Friday 3rd June we are offering a three course supper in St Leonard’s Church. There
will be 70 places available. Reservations are essential. Meals will cost £25 per head,
payable on the 3rd June in cash, please. There will be a bar from which you may
purchase drinks for cash. If you would like to reserve a place at the table please call Viv
on: 01568 782271 or email her at seiftonbatch@gmail.com. Bookings will be taken from
9:00am on 24th May. If you would like to help us by being a waiter on the 3rd June
please get in touch with Viv using the above contact details.
On Saturday 4th June, from 12 noon onwards we will continue our celebrations with a
picnic at the Community Field. Come (if you wish) dressed as Royalty or in retro
clothing (50’s through to 2021). Bring your picnic basket, blankets and chairs.
There will be fun and games throughout the afternoon. Ice creams, Soft drinks, Pimms,
Wine and Beer will be on sale, cash only, please. There will be a few competitions too:
your costume - adults and children; mini dog show; scavenger hunt; fun races for
children and family and more. We will finish off the afternoon in traditional Yarpole
style with cream teas and cakes and music through the ages from our very own ‘Autumn
Gold’.
Detailed plans for both these events will be published in next month’s Parishioner.
Do come and join in these community events to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee.
We look forward to seeing you all.
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Byecroft Open Garden

for the National Garden Scheme
June 18th - 19th 2022, 2:00 - 5:30 pm
A compact garden stuffed full of interesting and unusual
plants chosen not just for their flowers but also for their
foliage. Pergola smothered in old-fashioned roses, herbaceous
borders full of things you may not have seen before, formal
pond, lots of pots, vegetable garden, wildflower orchard, soft
fruit area. Lots of plants for sale.
For more information contact Sue Russell
01568 780559, peterandsuerussell@btinternet.com
NB. Once again we would be so grateful for some assistance with our
open garden event. If you could help for a couple of hours on either
the Saturday or the Sunday, please contact me using the contact
details above. Many thanks. Sue

Please save these dates:
Why not join neighbours and friends at one or more of the
forthcoming Macmillan Cancer support fund raising events at
Meadowcroft.
Saturday 14th May Soup lunch 12-2pm
(numbers limited to 30, sign up in the Church from 1st May.)
Saturday 9th July Cream tea 2:30-4:30pm
Wednesday 7th September Coffee and Cake 10:30-12:30pm.
Kate Griffiths

Walking Group
We meet regularly on the 2nd Friday and 4th Sunday of every
month, normally at 10:30 by the church.
All are welcome to join our walks but please phone to check details
if you are not on the email list.
Contact: Viv and Brian 782271 or seiftonbatch@gmail.com
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Yarpole Living History Group
Our first talk since before the 2020 lockdown:
Tuesday 10th May 7:30pm
Yarpole Village Hall
'The King's Writ does not run here': The Welsh Marcher Lordships.
By Philip Hume
The Lords of the 50 medieval Marcher Lordships, between England and Wales, had
unique regal-like powers with their own laws and judicial powers. This talk explores their
origins and development in the context of the 200-year struggle for control of Wales,
with particular reference to north-west Herefordshire.
Non members very welcome for a nominal fee of £2 which includes tea and coffee.

Police Community Support Officer meetings
Our local (Leominster) PCSO Steph Harper aims to visit the
Cafe every 5 weeks on a Wednesday at 11.00. The nature of
Police work can cause a meeting not to happen of course but
generally she is able to visit.
Her next visits are planned for the 4th May, 8th June and so on
every 5 weeks. I always meet her but I don’t want that to stop
anyone else having a chat or a moan so why not join in or of course have a private one to
one with Steph.
She is very straightforward and easy to talk to.
Pete Lloyd

Short Mat Indoor Bowls
Every Friday (with the exception of bank holidays) 7:30 - 9:30 pm, in the
parish hall
We are looking for new members.
No experience is necessary and you can learn on the job.
We are very relaxed about it!
Play bowls, chat, have a cup of tea and a biscuit.
Equipment provided.
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An Amazing Night at The Bell
What an amazing month we have had at The Bell. We had a sold out Pizza night along
with loads of cocktails and Ales. The sold out fabulous Italian Sunday lunch with Christine and Viv has been and gone and as has our Easter Friday Pieday.
We will also be hosting the 70 for 70 quiz on Sunday 22 May as part of the Yarpole celebrations for the Queen’s Jubilee. As always, a huge thank you to everyone who has supported The Bell throughout its temporary closure, but hopefully we will have some very
exciting news to pass on very shortly.
To keep up to date with everything that’s going at the pub, why not follow us on our new
Facebook page The Bell at Yarpole or sign up to our updates via our website thebellatyarpole.co.uk
Cheers

70 for 70 QUIZ NIGHT

As part of the village jubilee celebrations, The Bell Pub is delighted to be hosting a
fun evening of nonsense and head scratching as we set seventy questions covering the
last seventy years of music, films, sport, news events, geography and anything else
that comes to mind.
Teams of six (max) please and entry is just £2.50 pp.
Please book your table by calling Graham on 782346 or email bookthebellatyarpole@gmail.com
SUNDAY 22nd MAY 6pm
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Local access and admission to Croft Castle and Parkland
Remember to get in touch with us by emailing croftcastle@nationaltrust.org.uk if you
live within the parish of Yarpole, Bircher, Bircher Common and Lucton and would
like to apply for or renew your local pass. This allows free access for local visitors to
Croft’s outdoor spaces, including the car park and entrance, toilets, play facilities, gardens, designated parkland walks, Fishpool Valley and parkland. If you would like a
local pass for your household or need to renew you will need to write to or email
us.
Please note that you will need to show your pass to the welcome team in order to gain
entry. We maintain a right of refusal to anyone without a pass or refusing to pay or
check in. Please help us to enable access for all by applying for and showing your pass
on entry.
Within Croft’s parkland, which covers up to 1500 acres, there are Public Rights of
Way which start and stop at various points around the estate but they are not continuous walking routes. There are no Public Rights of Way through our entrance drives,
car park, gardens, tea-room, play facilities etc. These areas are subject to an admission
charge. As a charity set up to look after places in our care we rely heavily on the income from membership and admission and in order to be able to care for Croft and
continue to facilitate access we have admission policies in place. If you would like to
access these areas you will need to have a local pass, hold a National trust membership
or pay an entry fee.
Guided ancient tree and bluebell walk
Sunday 8 May, 11am to 12pm (£3 per person), 2pm to 4pm (£6 per person).
Join our ranger for a guided ancient tree and bluebell walk through Croft’s ancient
parkland. Discover more about the veteran giants we look after and see them surrounded by carpets of native British bluebells. There is a short and long version of this
walk; one from 11-12pm and another from 2-4pm. Booking advisable, phone: 01568
780246.
Normal admission charges apply.
Nature Connections trail
Saturday 28 May to Sunday 5 June, 10:00 to 16:00
Discover how trees look after and provide homes for wildlife on our nature connections trail. Trail sheets cost £2.50 and include a prize. There is also a free spotting trail
within in the castle.
Normal admission charges apply.
Tiny Tots Trail
Available everyday outside of school holidays, 10:00 to 16:00
Bring along your little ones and have a go at our tiny tots sensory trail. Pick up your
free trail sheet from Visitor Reception and start your adventure through the gardens;
no writing is necessary, all the trail points are based on seeing/touching/smelling.
Normal admission charges apply
8
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
Rainbow to the Future Flower Festival
After all challenges of the last 2 years with Covid, St Laurence’s flower team are well
under way with their plans to celebrate all the amazingly good that came to life in
2020 and 2021. This event will showcase how Ludlow and its surrounding areas rallied around to ensure that the area took care of itself, from the start of the pandemic to
today.
The flower team started fundraising for the festival with Cake and Christmas crafts at
Ludlow’s Medieval Bazaar, and are grateful to add sponsorship from Florabunda,
Twigs, Borage & Bloom and the Ludlow War Memorial Group who are taking part in
the displays, as well as Churches in the Ludlow area. Our special thanks go to
McConnels for being our main sponsors.
We hope that the Flower Festival will be well visited by locals and tourists and that it
brings a buzz to the town with some amazing floral displays, a community art exhibition and musical events every lunchtime.
We would be grateful to anyone who would like to take part in the festival, whether it
is with the setting up of the display on 6th to 8th July, or helping to keep all the displays watered while the event runs. If you’d like to get involved in any way, please
contact Sue Thornley 01584 872292.
The festival will be held at St Laurence’s from 9th to 15th July 2022. Entry is free.

Can you help, please?

Jubilee Event - Community Field, Saturday 4th June.
We would be grateful for donations for a bottle tombola please any sort of bottle; alcohol, ketchup, squash, shampoo, etc, etc, anything in a bottle!
Donations can be left by the vestry door in the Church.
We would also be grateful for homemade cakes to serve with the afternoon teas. If
you could bake a cake for us, please contact Helen Coverley, either in the café or on
01568 780189.
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES

Mortimer Community Benefit Society
The Bell at Yarpole
The Mortimer Community Benefit Society would like to thank
everyone who has supported the Bell over the past 7 Months.
In particular our thanks go to Graham and Lynn who have organised
and provided us with our events. Fizz Friday’s and The Bell has been
buzzing. It has been lovely to see The Bell full of people having a
good time and enjoying the atmosphere.
Thank you to everyone who came and supported us. The money raised
has managed to keep us afloat. Thanks go too to Christine and Viv and
their able team who provided a superb Valentine’s meal and a more
relaxed but equally enjoyable Italian Sunday. For those of us who just
enjoy the meals, an awful lot of work and planning has happened
beforehand in order for it all to work. Thanks go to the people who
stayed behind and came back the next day to do the clearing up.
We would like to thank the Men's Shed who took all the wonky chairs
from the bar and mended them. Thanks to them, all our chairs are now
safe and secure.
Then there has been the Gardening Team led by Paul and Gill. The
gardens at the front and the side of the pub have been lovingly tended
and planted. And it shows! The grass has been cut. Thank you to all
the volunteers who have turned out and helped.

We had a very successful Community Pub Event when we tackled the
back area of the pub as well as tidying the stables, repairing the roof,
painting windows and doors and clearing the rubbish at the back of the
stable blocks, as well as digging over the vegetable beds and planting
a strawberry bed. Thanks to Jenny and David Martin for providing
cakes.
We are very grateful to everyone who has supported us.
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
Dear Editor,
It may be too late for the cut-off for the May edition of The Parishioner,
but I wanted to report that today (15th April) John and I heard the cuckoo
for the first time this year on Bircher Common. It is always a relief
to hear that it has returned for another year.
Best wishes. Jane Cross

Do you use Facebook (or Meta as it is now known)? We need
someone to take on the job of managing the Yarpole Facebook
page which is an important channel of communication about
what is happening in the parish. It can be seen by many both
locally and beyond.

This is a task you can do from home, in your own time. It would require you to upload a
couple of posts per week and check for any messages at the same time.
For more information please contact Brigit Graham on: 01568 612203

OAK TREE FUNERAL SERVICES
Independent Family Funeral Directors
With Chapel of Rest at Leominster Cemetery

24 Hour Contact Tel: 01568 250030
Email: oaktreefuneralservices1@gmail.com
www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk
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H.W.S. PEST CONTROL
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED AND LICENSED
• RATS
• WASPS
• BEES
• FLIES
• MOLES

• MICE
• HORNETS
• FLEAS
• CLOTHES MOTHS
• WOODWORM

TELEPHONE: 01544 231509 / 07818 034301
EMAIL: ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk
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YARPOLE COMMUNITY SHOP
May 2022
New Liquid Assets
We are pleased that we are once again stocking Oldfields Applefresco. The so named
“apple champagne” is a gently sparkling and crisp cider which comes in an elegant bottle - which makes it the idea gift or a contribution to an honourable party. It has been
joined on our shelves by a small selection of beers from Hobsons (who also own Oldfields) an independent local brewery based in Cleobury Mortimer. The beer is produced
by local people, using local ingredients and backed by a range of sustainable technologies. So for these reasons alone it is worth a try. Added to which they have won awards
for their various brews - so if we are not stocking one you like do let us know and we
shall see what we can do for you!
Community Grants
As trailed in the last Parishioner, reluctantly, the board have had to conclude that we are
unable to offer community grants this year as there was a fall in shop turnover together
with rising costs during the financial year 2021, meaning that the profits on which the
award allocation is based are lower versus the figures in 2020.

The 2022 Annual Members Meeting (AMM) will be held on Thursday 9th June at
7.00pm in the church. Please see agenda on the front cover of this edition of The Parishioner. In order to ensure we are quorate the more members (shareholders) who can attend the better and it’s always great to have a good turnout.

If you would like to become a shareholder please enquire in the shop or speak to a current board member. Board members will be elected by shareholders at the AMM for

the coming year. New board members also welcomed so if you feel you have
something to offer and would like to contribute to ensuring the shop’s continuing success we would like to hear from you.

!!STOP PRESS.!!
Robert Morley agrees to as drive Yarpole Gravity Racer
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Jubilee Weekend opening times.
Thursday 2nd June - shop open 9:00am - 1:00pm

Friday 3rd - closed
Saturday 4th - normal Saturday opening
Sunday - closed
Ordered newspapers available throughout - please bring a wheelbarrow for special
souvenir editions!
And finally - don’t forget that the shop is now open throughout the day in the week
with no lunchtime closing.

NEW SHOP AND POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday
Saturday
Sunday/Bank Holidays

Shop
Post Office
9am - 5pm
9am - 12noon
9am - 1pm
9am - 12noon
closed except for pre-ordered newspapers

Tel: 01568 780148 E-mail: yarpoleshop@mail.com
Website: www.yarpole.com

Gallery Café, Saint Leonard’s, Yarpole
Opening times:
Monday - Wednesday & Saturday, 10:00 - 12:30
for drinks, homemade cakes & scones.
Thursday and Fridays, 10:00 - 16:30
for lunch (to eat in or takeaway).
We will be resuming our afternoon teas, comprising of dainty sandwiches, choice of
cakes, mini scones jam and cream, mini meringues, pot of tea or cup of coffee on
Thursday afternoons from 3pm from Easter onwards. £8.50 per person.
Please check Yarpole Community Website, WhatsApp,
Yarpole Facebook page and the noticeboard for updated information.
Payment by cash and card
Contact details: email helenmcoverley@hotmail.co.uk.
Tel: (Café) 01568 780594. (Home) 01568 780189, or in person in the café.
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CHURCH MATTERS May 2022
Last month we reported our success in being
awarded a sizable grant to repair the lead roof on
the cupula at Croft Castle. There were a number
of hoops to get through before we could secure the
money, the most important being that at least 80%
of the work was completed by 31 March! The
contractor Mike did it! We are so grateful to him
and his skilled team, (boy is lead roofing heavy!)
and to David our consulting architect for making
all this possible within a very tight deadline. The
rest of the work will be completed in the next few months.
The Light at the end of the tunnel!
As we enter into May and the blossom on the trees starts to form into fruit and we see
the world of nature coming to life with new growth and new birth, we start to feel a
sense of anticipation for the warmth of summer sun and the coming of fresh fruit and
veg in the garden. We see the coming of the light at the end of the tunnel after a long
winter.
In the 50 days following the resurrection of Christ we can also look forward to and
prepare for Pentecost and the coming of the holy spirit descending on the disciples. Let
us pray that we too can open our hearts and be ready to let the holy spirit come into our
lives and be the light at the end of our tunnel.
O God, life-giving Spirit,
Spirit of healing and comfort,
of integrity and truth,
we believe and trust in you.
Warm-winged Spirit, brooding over creation,
rushing wind and Pentecostal fire,
We commit ourselves to
Work with you and renew our world.
(Janet Morley)
God Bless Barbara Nurse and Jane Higgins

Old St Peter’s Church
Lucton

St Leonard’s Church
Yarpole
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St Michael
& All Angels Church
Croft Castle

Job vacancy: Café Manager
16 hours a week, with flexible hours/days and the possibility of some working from
home
It’s difficult to imagine the Gallery Café without Helen, our Manager, but after many
years of great dedication she’s decided to retire. We’re now looking for a very special
person to take on this important role. This is an exciting opportunity to help shape the
café’s future and to make sure it continues to be a welcoming place for everyone. Could
this be the job for you?
The job involves:
- overall responsibility for all aspects of the café including menus, stock control, hygiene and food safety and finances;
- working with a great team of volunteers;
- helping to maintain a friendly, welcoming atmosphere and ensuring the highest standard of customer service;
- helping to market and publicise our café so that it continues to attract customers from
the parish and beyond.
To find out more, please visit www.stleonardsyarpole.com where you can download a
job description and an application form. For an informal chat about the job, please contact one of the trustees: Andrew Praill (enmorevet@outlook.com), Barbara Nurse
(banj1@btopenworld.com) or Sue Russell (suetrustee@btinternet.com). If you know
someone who might be interested in this job, please pass this advert on to them. The
deadline for applications is Sunday 22nd May.
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Thanks to Peter Greer, retiring footpaths officer

I am sure that all walkers in our parish (and there are a great many of us!) would want to
join me in thanking Peter for his tireless commitment to the parish footpath network over
the past ten years. Peter actually retired in April 2021, but came back for another year,
making this his second retirement!
Building on the work of previous footpaths officers, he has developed excellent relations
with landowners and the local authority, arranged to have countless stiles replaced by
gates, and spent many hours every week with the parish strimmer, clearing paths to enable
them to be walked.
There cannot be many people who have done so much to enhance our enjoyment of walking in the parish, and he deserves an enormous pat on the back for all he has achieved. I’m
certain that all of us would want to give him our heartfelt thanks, and most sincerely to
wish him well for the future.
Hetty

Donations towards newsletter costs
The Parishioner is funded by advertising revenue and donations from our generous
readers. A donation of £5 would almost cover the cost of your own ten copies for a year.
Any amount (less or more) would be gratefully received.
Donations can be made in the following ways:
• By post, cheques made out to Yarpole PCC, to Adam Scott, Undercroft, Green Lane,
Yarpole, HR6 0BJ.
• Handed in at the shop in an envelope marked Adam Scott (cash or cheque).
• By bank transfer - please email newsletter@yarpole.com and we will arrange for the
bank details to be sent to you.
• If you live in Lucton, you can give your contribution to Morwenna Lloyd.
There is a slip which you could use to accompany donations at the bottom of this page.
Anyone who prefers to contribute the odd pound or loose change now and again can of
course use the collection tin in the shop.
Many thanks - the Newsletter Team

Name
Address
Phone number
Email address
Amount

£5

(please tick)

/
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Other amount £……………

Ukraine
Already many of you are actively engaged in efforts to support Ukranian refugees. You
may already be in contact and progressing through the visa tunnel, waiting to be matched,
or unable to host but want to provide support. A North Herefordshire support group has
been set up to co-ordinate efforts, help develop buddy support groups, raise funds etc and
they can be contacted via email to martvincent61@gmail.com. At village level we have a
Yarpole Ukraine support Whatsapp group as a first line of help for daily needs such as
transport, meals etc. Please message me on: 07896602077 if you are able to join this
group.
At County Level, Hereford Diocese is working with the initiative to bring Refugees here
and this is a summary that they have provided to us.

Homes for Ukraine: linking with people in Ukraine and building support networks
Offering to host people from Ukraine
Many people across Herefordshire and South Shropshire have generously offered their
homes to host people from Ukraine in need of a place to come. The Government scheme
requires potential hosts to know someone in Ukraine who wants to come to them. Simply
registering on the Government portal does not lead to a link to someone who wishes to take
up your offer – this is not made obvious to people when they register, that the onus remains
on them to make a contact with someone from Ukraine. There are many routes to doing this
online (e.g. the Sanctuary Foundation). In addition, the Diocese of Hereford has partnered
with Citizens UK to develop a more active ‘matching’ process. We are identifying hosts
across the Diocese and sharing (non-identifiable) information with Citizens UK who will
work with their partners on-the-ground in Ukraine and surrounding countries to identify
where our offers of hosting match the needs of refugee applicants.
If you would like to offer to host, and/or would like to be part of a support network then
please contact liz.mackay@hereford.anglican.org, 07484 679671, or see: https://
www.hereford.anglican.org/news/supporting-ukrainian-refugees-in-hereford-diocese.php
Thanks

Philosophical Statement
“Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take but by the places and moments that take our breath away”
Submitted by Andrew Praill
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PARISH HALL
May 2022
Programme for May

Mondays

Zumba

6.00 - 7.00 pm

Yoga

7.30 - 8.30 pm

Tuesdays

Tai Chi

9.30 - 10.30 am

Wednesdays

Tai Chi

10.00 - 11.00 am

Art

2.00 - 4.30 pm

Thursdays

Pilates

10.45 - 11.45 am

Fridays

Library

10.00 - 12.00 C’room

Bowls

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Other Events
Tuesday 3rd

Parish Council meeting

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Tuesday 10th

Talk on the Welsh Marcher
Lords

7.15pm

To make a booking please contact Sue Carpenter
01568 780371 / carpentersue57@gmail.com
Or go to www.yarpole.com
and click on ‘Church & Parish Hall Bookings’ to book online.

200 Club
Hi All,, the winning numbers for April were:57 £30, 152 £20, 105 £15, 17 £15, 154 £10, 26 £10.
Regards,
Pete.
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Thank you for supporting our Parish Hall
Please see our separate flyer for further information
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Yarpole Group Parish Council News
At a date to be confirmed Welsh Water is coming to Yarpole to
discuss problems with the sewage system. To check if this meeting is
going ahead, please look at the home page of the website, or ring the
Clerk on: 07398 222310. On Tuesday 3 May 2022 at 7:00pm the
Annual Meetings for both Lucton and Croft with Yarpole Parishes will
be held. Residents are invited to raise and discuss matters of interest. These are open
meetings, and residents are able to speak throughout. After the Parish meetings, the more
formal Annual Parish Council meeting will take place.
The plight of refugees from Ukraine was discussed. The Parish Council confirms its
willingness to help in any way it can with this fast-moving humanitarian disaster.
Councillors agreed to meet the Herefordshire Council Senior Accident Investigation
Engineer, and the West Mercia Police Traffic Management Advisor to discuss speeding
issues on the B4362 between Bircher and Lucton, the junction at Green Lane and risk to
pedestrians using Green Lane.
Residents from all areas of the Group are welcome to join a Jubilee picnic being arranged
by the Parish Council, on Saturday 4 June 2022 12-3pm at the Community Field. Further
celebrations, arranged by groups and residents, are taking place in both Lucton and
Yarpole. Advice is to be sought on how to achieve permanent access to Croft Castle via
the exit road.
Notice boards at Bircher Common and Lucton are to be renovated and a new “Welcome
to Yarpole” sign purchased for the entrance to the village from Orleton/Bircher.
Planning application P220816/FH at Ryelands, Green Lane and the proposed diversion of
Public Right of Way YP7, officially re-routing the path through the Community Field, were
supported.
Since the April edition of the Parishioner, a BT Press Release about Landlines/new digital
technology has been published: “We’re pausing our Digital Voice plans for Consumers,
while we work on a more resilient rollout”.
A detailed Planning Application has been submitted for the Community Field and Active
Garden Limited (at Bircher) will be asked to supply and install playground equipment. An
extension has been granted until the end of September 2022 for spending the £10,000 grant
received from Herefordshire Community Foundation.
The dog bin is still being overfilled – first mentioned in the March edition. If the bin is
getting full, please dispose of dog faeces at home, or use the second bin near the notice
board at the junction with Green Lane.Cllr Praill attended an Eco Event at Eardisland and
urged the Parish Council to raise awareness and encourage the community to think what it
can do to save energy and work towards a carbon neutral future. This proposed initiative
was supported, and Eardisland Parish Council will be asked for an update in about 6
months. A police crime prevention initiative was not taken up due to cost and complexity
of rolling out the scheme which would provide SmartWater/SmartTrace to all households.
The liquid assigns valuables with a unique forensic code, allowing them to be traced back
to their owner. It can be purchased at about £18.00 from https://shop.smartwater.com/whatis-smartwater/
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Upcoming meetings: Annual Parish meeting 7pm on Tuesday 3 May followed by
the Annual Parish Council meeting approximately 7.30pm; Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 7 June 2022 7.30pm, all in the Parish Hall.
Please sign up for news and Agenda on the website yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk and note the new email address clerk@yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk
Mrs Maggie Brown, Clerk. 07398 222 310 yarpolegroupparishcouncil.org.uk

Call today to have your oven, hob, extractor,
microwave or Aga professionally cleaned

Colin Hadley
01885 400337 07817 477850

Email: colinhadley@ovenwizards.com
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Yarpole Parish Good
Neighbour Scheme
Remember our volunteers are ready and waiting,
offering, for example, lifts to health related
appointments or small tasks around the home or
garden. Give us a ring, 07885 525776, and let us see what we can do.
The first CARING AND SHARING event at the Parish Hall took place on 22
April.
More sessions are scheduled for Friday May 27th, Friday June 24th and
Friday July 22nd, all from 11:00 onwards. Anyone who would like to meet
others to have a natter, join in a few activities, have something to eat and
drink, but for various reasons finds this not easy to do – give it a try, A warm
welcome is awaiting you.

Yarpole Talk Community

Yarpole Talk

From the Editor’s Chair.
As you may have noticed this edition of The Parishioner is bereft of a contents
listing. It does, however, contain all the local news and features that are normally
included in your Parishioner. In particular, I would draw your attention to the articles explaining the Yarpole Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, the return of the Living History Group, successful events at The Bell, the Parish Council News, and
importantly the calling notice for Shop Annual Members Meeting, which takes
pride of place on the front page. I am sure you will enjoy browsing through this
edition and you will not be too deterred by the lack of a content’s listing.
Best wishes. Brian
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Diocese of Hereford
May 2022

Hello Everyone,
There is a piece of engineering art in the Mercedes Benz Museum at Brooklands which
shows a Formula One Car suspended in all its constituent parts. It is still obviously a car
and each part, large or small clearly has a defined function and purpose although they are
not connected in such a way as to enable it to move at all, still less win a race.
It occurs to me that this is a metaphor for the Church; that we are in a time of uncertainty
and waiting to find our way. The shock in 2020 of first emptying our buildings and then
closing our doors for worship and prayer, thus removing all our physical certainties, was
like a slow-motion explosion into suspended animation and whilst a fair bit of former
functionality is restored there is still a sense of struggling in no man’s land. All that we
are and have been hanging breathlessly in the unanticipated gift of wait and see.
I think we all know in our hearts, much as we want to rebel against the knowledge, that
church will never be the same as it was and that in truth, Covid merely accelerated what
was already happening. We are still Christ’s church, His body, but a bit like a string
puppet, uncoordinated, unskilled, uncertain how to take the next step. Yet in faith,
courage and the power of the Holy Spirit firing creativity, we might start to move towards
re-imagining and re-engineering what will be.
Even as we start to work out how to serve God’s people in what are distressing and
terrible times for the world let us accept with perverse gratitude the chance to stop our
perpetual motion; to pause and to seek God; to hang for a season moved only by His spirit
and to watch and wait and discern His will. The Spiritual Certainties remain unchanged.
How we arrange ourselves around them to serve the nation and our communities in Jesus’
name is the question for today. But this no reason to fear.
God will build His Church and the gates of Hades, will not prevail against it.
The Very Revd Sarah Brown,
Dean of Hereford
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ORLETON AND DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB

On 29 March, Orleton and District Gardening Club was delighted to
welcome Dominic Hamilton, Director at Painswick Rococo Garden
Trust, to give a talk on the history and restoration of the garden.
The garden was created in the early C18 by Benjamin Hyett who had
been heavily influenced by the Classical architecture witnessed on his
Grand Tour. Benjamin had inherited Painswick House in Gloucestershire from his father in
1738 and decided to create a garden in the Rococo style in a narrow valley behind the
house. Popular between 1740 and 1770 this is characterised by a flamboyant asymmetrical
style using follies and water features. Above all the function was to have fun and Painswick
parties were often wild!
In 1748 Benjamin commissioned the artist Thomas Robins to paint the garden. His painting
is the only record enabling the subsequent restoration of the garden.
By 1820 many of the features had disappeared and in 1955, when Lord Dickinson inherited,
there was little money and he developed a forestry plantation. In the 1980s an exhibition of
Thomas Robins’ work piqued the interest of garden historians and subsequently Lord and
Lady Dickinson were inspired to begin restoring the gardens which were by then a complete
wilderness. Trees were cleared and the main area graded and grassed. The garden opened
in 1988.
Visitors enter via The Lookout which offers a panorama of the whole garden and its follies.
The Red House with its two wings of different sizes is the focal point of the main vista that
bisects the garden and looks down to Swan Pond. Others include the Exedra, of semicircular classical design, the Gothic Alcove and the Eagle House. Natural springs enabled
the creation of the Plunge Pool, the Swan Pool and the Exedra Pool. The Kitchen Garden
has been restored and there is a fine display of naturalised snowdrops.
In 1988 Painswick Rococo Garden Trust was formed. Dominic hopes that visitor numbers
will increase to a projected 60,000 and ODGC looks forward to helping with this when it
visits in September.
Ghislaine Arundale
Our annual Plant Sale, open to the public, will take place on 22nd May, 2pm-4pm at
Orleton Village Hall. Plants, garden produce, tool sharpening service, afternoon tea and
cakes. Free entry.
Our next meeting is a talk on Euphorbias by Timothy Walker, botanist and Director of the
Oxford Botanic Garden for 26 years. Tuesday, 31st May at Orleton Village Hall. Doors
open 7.15pm for 8pm start. Non-members welcome at £4 per person.
Don’t miss out! Tickets for our 2022 celebrity speaker, Toby Buckland (garden designer,
author and TV presenter), will be on advance sale to club members at the discounted price
of £7 until May 22nd. Tickets will go on general sale from the 23rd May priced £14 per
ticket (for both members and non-members).
For more information about our programme of events and the club, please visit our
website at www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk or come along to the next event.
Membership is just £12.50 per year (Jan – Dec) and we normally meet from 7.15pm on the
last Tuesday of the month.
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The Curious Gardener. Opening to the Public
For several years we’ve opened the garden for the National Garden Scheme. We have an open
weekend in June, and in addition gardening groups arrange private visits. People often think that it
must be very daunting, having members of the public visit your garden, but it isn’t daunting at all.
Visitors are generally extremely friendly and willing to overlook the things that aren’t quite right.
They’re out to enjoy themselves, and a few faults in the garden won’t make any difference.
The things that really matter are:
Cake. Cake, cake and more cake! We find the first thing visitors do when they arrive is cast
their eye over the cakes and decide in advance what they’re going to eat after the minor business
of looking at the garden is over with.
A cup of tea, no matter how hot the weather. A group once visited on a day when the power was
off. We were experiencing a heatwave so I made gallons of iced drinks, but nobody wanted any.
Instead, they sat eating cake without a drink, looking disappointed, until one of their number came
dashing round the corner announcing: ‘The fountain has started – the power’s back on!’ With a
cheer they all crowded round the kitchen window demanding a nice hot cup of tea.
Lots of plants on the sales table. We start propagating plants for the sales table the previous year,
so that they’re a good size by the time they come to be sold. Plants that are in flower sell themselves, but for those that aren’t in flower a big stick-in label with some juicy adjectives is useful:
‘divine’, ‘unique’, ‘irresistible’, that sort of thing.
Plenty of seats. A good chat with friends is high on many visitors’ list of essentials, and somewhere to sit down while they natter is a real plus. The slight problem we face in this department is
the fact that the only convenient place to arrange the chairs is in front of the car port, directly underneath the flight line of the starlings that nest in the house wall….
Of course, I shall be in agonies because the garden doesn’t look as perfect as I want, but truthfully
it won’t really matter. If there are enough refreshments, plants and seats people are likely to be
satisfied.

Sue Russell

Victoria Allen Funeral Services
8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire
SY8 1ND
01584 879035
Email: vafs@btinternet.com
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk
An Independent Family Business
All Areas Covered, 24 Hour Service
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Hello everyone. Welcome to the latest edition of
‘Lisa’s Book Nook’. Did you know the first week
of May is ‘Be Kind to Animals’ Week? Whilst we
should be kind to animals all year round, I decided
to take inspiration from this and recommend some
books where animals play a prominent part in the
story. I hope you and your furry friends enjoy them.
Balthazar Jones and the Tower of London Zoo by Julia Stuart – This quirky,
charming and slightly offbeat book centres around a Beefeater at the Tower of London.
Balthazar Jones is struggling to cope after the tragic death of his son three years earlier
and he finds solace in his newly acquired job of looking after the Tower’s menagerie of
animals. However, working with the animals is not easy and plenty of hijinks ensue. This
is a book that proves to be much more than the sum of its parts. On the surface it appears
to be nothing more than a lightly comic novel, yet hidden within its pages is a tale of
love, loss and hope that packs a surprising emotional punch. The author also does a great
job of weaving the history of the Tower of London and elements of magical realism into
the story. The perfect read for a bit of springtime escapism.
The Bees by Laline Paul – If you have ever wondered what life may be like inside a hive
of honey bees, this book is for you. Told from the perspective of a bee named Flora 717,
this is a powerful, grown-up tale that is packed full of sweetness and more than a little
sting. Think of it as The Handmaid’s Tale meets The Hunger Games. Flora’s world and
that of her hive are brought to life in an enthralling and realistic way and you will find
yourself fully caught up in the intrigues of her daily life. Who knew that a book about
bees could be this gripping? Read it and be amazed.
The Horseman by Tim Pears – Set in Somerset in 1911-1912, this beautiful, ethereal
novel is reminiscent of the works of Thomas Hardy. The main character is 12 year old
Leo, a farmer’s son who has a passion and love for nature and a particular affiliation with
horses. His life is changed forever when he strikes up a friendship with Miss Charlotte,
the daughter of the lord who owns the estate upon which Leo’s family lives and works.
Written in sparse prose, this book is a love letter to nature and to horses. It has a dreamlike, tranquil quality to it and although it is slow moving, it will draw you in and not let
you go. The good news is that it is the first book in a trilogy, so you will have ample
opportunity to reconnect with these memorable characters further down the line.
Tomorrow by Damian Dibben – This book has clearly been written for anyone who has
ever owned or loved a dog. Tomorrow, the narrator of the story, is a 217 year old dog
from Venice who has spent a number of centuries searching for his lost master,
Valentyne. As you can probably tell from that description, this is a historical fantasy
novel and it sounds like it shouldn’t work. But it does. It really does. Not only does it act
as a form of pet therapy, it also highlights the powerful bond that develops between man
and man’s best friend, which is something every dog owner can relate to. This is a book
that will make you smile and make you cry. It will also remind you how dogs and indeed,
all animals, are amongst the purest souls on the planet. What can be better than that?
Lisa
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Need a building surveyor?

City & Guilds
Qualified
dog groomer
in Yarpole

• Structural surveys/costings
• Architectural drawing
• Planning permissions
• Listed building consents
• Building regs applications

Caring and professional

Particular sympathy for older properties

Barrie Morgan MRICS MCIOB
01568 780 761

Timberworld Products Ltd
Manufacturers of quality
timber buildings
Garages, Carports. Stables, Field shelters
Sheds, Workshops, Offices,
Summerhouses, Gazebos, Pergola, Club
houses, Dog kennels and Log stores.
www.timberworldproducts.com

01568 708549
ALAN JONES TREE SURGERY

OLD FASHIONED GARDENER
SHAUN YAPP
48, Mortimer Drive, Orleton, Ludlow SY8 4JW
Tel 01568 780929
Mobile 07876197770
WEEDING
LAWN MOWING
PRUNING
STRIMMING
FLOWERBED EDGING

SPECIALIST TREE CARE AND ADVICE
All aspects of tree work
• Fully insured
• Honest, trustworthy &
reliable
• Follow us on Facebook
•

alanjonestreesurgery@gmail.com
01544 260448 - 07817 066316
Website - alanjonestreesurgery.com

HEDGE CUTTING

Chimney Sweep

ICS Trained & fully insured
Cowls, log stores
Painting, gutters
property maintenance

Reliable, trustworthy, local lady providing:
• End of tenancy
• Residential cleaning
• Commercial cleaning • Holiday let
• Domestic services

Tel: 01568 780417
Mob: 07837 935 102

Free estimates, flexible hours to suit your needs

Clare Evans 07733194057
cmecleaningservices@outlook.com
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Mortimer Medical Practice
Patients Participation Group (PPG). April 2022
Covid Vaccinations: 5-11 year olds will be invited to book.
Over 75’s who had their 3rd dose 6months ago now eligible to book contacting 119 or
National Booking System.
Housebound or care home patients will be administrated by the surgery.
Home Visits will be carried out by the surgery paramedic supported by the GP. GP’s
will visit more complex patients with multiple health issues and end of life care.
Flu Programme. The Government has removed flu vaccinations for the 50-64 patients unless they are clinically at risk. The Practice will no longer be covering
Leominster Community Hospital.
Appointments. November-March. 21,678 appointments were available with 590 patients not attending. A new phone system is being installed in the next few weeks.
The Friends of the Mortimer Practice have funded 3 ECG machines which send
graphs directly to patients notes and then electronically to consultants when required.
Maintenance. Patients are requested to take care when entering or leaving the car park
as fences are being damaged especially by tow bars.
Gilly Lloyd 01568 780328. gillymi.lloyd@gmail.com

FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
SEASONED HARD & SOFT WOOD AVAILABLE

Delivered in 1.0 cubic metre bags
FREE local delivery
Reliable friendly service
Call Steve Mantle

07980 775838

01568 615565 (Evenings)
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Sunday May 22nd
Orleton Village Hall
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Annuals and Perennials Tomato plants Houseplants
Bedding plants Shrubs Herbs Vegetables Fruit
Gardening related Bric-a-Brac Fruit and vegetable produce
Sharpening service for garden tools, knives, scissors etc

Afternoon tea and

FREE ADMISSION – ALL
WELCOME

Air Dried Logs
High Quality
Delivered by Truck
To place an order, contact;
Peter Merriman
01568 780414
Or peter.merriman@sky.com

3 luxury self-catering cottages just minutes from
the beach at Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire.
www.holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
stay@holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
07885 604720
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LOCAL LEGAL ADVICE

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
Worcestershire
WR15 8BW
Tel: 01584 810575
Fax: 01584 811759
post@norrismiles.co.uk
www.norrisandmiles.co.uk

•

Property sale and purchase

•

Property building and other
disputes

•

Wills and Powers of Attorney

•

Administration of Estates and
Tax Planning

•

Business and farm sale, purchase and Tenancies

•

Prenups and Cohabitation
Agreements

•

Divorce, separation, finance
and children
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The Day I had Lunch with Joan Bakewell
One of the perks of writing for Punch – a weekly mag published for the benefit of doctors’
and dentists’ waiting rooms, founded 1841, folded 150 years later, oddly enough whilst I
was writing for it – was an invitation to lunch, where one might meet guests such as Keith
Waterhouse (who wrote The Theory and Practice of Lunch as well as Billy Liar), Robert
Morley (not the famous one from Yarpole, the other one, star of stage and screen), Frank
Muir or, on one occasion, Joan Bakewell, that glamorous, intelligent icon for whom
grown men went scrabbling for clichés about a small griddle bread made from an
unsweetened batter of water, flour and yeast.
‘You’re the wine man’ she said firmly, looking at me as only a piece of crumpet can. Was
it my slurred speech, or had she been tipped off? ‘Tell me, is white port made from white
grapes or red ones?’
That is not such a daft question as it sounds, because all grape juice is the same generally
colourless colour, it’s only once you leave it in contact with red skins for a while that it
absorbs the pigment; and if you separate the two before that happens you get white. Joan
knew that, obviously.
Anyway I had no idea, but realised that ‘um,’ ‘er’ and ‘search me’ would not meet the
needs of the occasion. As Ernest Cockburn observed ‘The first duty of port is to be red.’
So who cares about white? Well Joan obviously. I was aware that, at that time, she was a
regular on radio and tv chat shows every week, and it was very likely that next week she
would announce on air to the head of a port firm that ‘Punch’s wine man told me that
white port is made from red grapes,’ and I could hear his ‘Poppycock, the man’s a
scoundrel,’ ending my career sooner than I would have liked. I had to get it right for my
sake as well as Joan’s.
I thought back to my wine exams (not all liquid, and I passed, thank you) and the weird
grape varieties I’d learned, and then forgotten straight afterwards. If I could recall a white
one from the Douro I would go for white; if not, I’d try red. In amongst the red Touriga
Nacional and Tinta Roriz, white Malvasia popped up and sounded right.
I made ‘It’s made from white grapes’ sound as confident as I could, and added ‘mostly
Malvasia,’ chancing my arm and hoping for the best.
I rushed home on the train afterwards and consulted the biggest reference work I could
find, allowing myself a small glass of port (red) for correctly saying white, and a bonus
refill for getting Malvasia. I listened to as many chat shows as I could over the next few
weeks, but the subject never came up.
Jim Ainsworth
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Croft with Yarpole and Lucton
Parish Church Services - June 2022
Date

Service

Church

Time

Sun 1 May

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Croft

9.30

Sun 8 May
Sun 15 May
Sat 22 May

Holy Communion - Common Worship
Holy Communion—Book of Common Worship
Group Service Rogation

Yarpole
Yarpole
Ivington

9.30
8.30
10.30

Sun 29 May

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

9.30

Sun 5 June

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Croft

9.30

Sun 12 June

Holy Communion – Common Worship

Yarpole

9.30

Sun 19 June

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Yarpole

8.30

Sun 26 June

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

9.30

May

June

Changes to the programme will be displayed on notice boards and
on the Community website
Anyone wishing to contact a priest please phone:
Rev. Matthew Burns on 01568 614399, matthew@jmburns.co.uk
For other information please phone: Priory Office 612124
Monday to Friday 9.30 – 1.00
Churchwarden Barbara Nurse (780637)

Stacey Gardner Foot Health

DAWN

MCFHP MAFHP

Mobile Hairdresser

Registered with the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Foot care in your own home.

Hairdressing
for all the family
Fully qualified

Routine foot care £25, appointments cover:
toenail trimming, corns, callus, fungal infections,
cracked heel care, diabetic foot care.
Please allow up to 1 hour for appointments.

Dawn Goodwin

01568 770387
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Please call 01568 368306 or 07540566871
For further information visit
www.sgfoothealth.co.uk

