June 2022

Yarpole Parish Celebrates
Friday 3rd June – Supper in St. Leonard’s Church
Saturday 4th June – Picnic & Celebrations
Community Field, Yarpole, 12 noon onwards
Come (if you wish) dressed as Royalty or in retro clothing (last 70 years)
with your picnic basket, blankets, chairs.
Fun & games
Mini dog show
Scavenger hunt
Fun races for all the family
Tombola
Beer tent, Pimms, soft drinks Ice creams
Cream teas
Live music from Autumn Gold

All welcome! Further details inside on page 4

Stay in touch: Yarpole WhatsApp Group
Enjoy chatting and sharing photos with members of our community via the
Yarpole Whatsapp group. We now have almost 50 members!
To join this group, please send a message to:
Katie Daniels 07786515922 with your mobile number.

Calling Facebook Users
To obtain Yarpole news on Facebook, search for ‘Yarpole
Community’.
See what’s on! See what matters in Yarpole! Contribute to the page. Like us and become
a friend.

Don't miss out on what's happening!
To be added to the events mailing list, email:
yarpoleevents@btinternet.com

Thanks to Chris Cadman for this photo of ewes and lambs that had wandered into
Highwood from Bircher Common, enjoying a tasty breakfast of the magnificent Bluebells!
2

I hope that everyone will receive their copy of The Parishioner in plenty of time to have
advance notice of everything being organised for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee during the
first weekend of the month. As you will have seen on the front cover, a jubilee meal for
seventy people will take place on the Friday night at St Leonard’s. This is being organised
by Viv and Christine and their team of helpers and will undoubtedly be a fabulous evening,
socially and gastronomically! There will also be a whole day of activities on the Saturday,
which the Parish Council and Parish Hall Committee have joined forces to organise, and
which also celebrates our new community field. All we need is a lovely sunny day and I’m
sure it will be a very special day for our community!
Thanks to everyone who has contributed towards the cost of the newsletter, as requested
in the April edition. For those who haven’t, It’s still not too late to donate and there is a
reminder of how to do so on page 11. .As you will know, our only sources of income are
advertising and donations from parishioners and we hope that as many people as possible
will feel able to donate. So far, although many people have been extremely generous, a
large number of households have still not contributed.
We have a new advert this month on page 7 from The Grange, formerly Mortimers Cross
Inn, who have branched out in a new direction.
Wishing all our readers an enjoyable summer.
Hetty

To send in articles and news items, please e-mail us at:

newsletter@yarpole.com
Or leave in the box at the shop

The deadline for all submissions is

THE 10th OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH
There is no newsletter in January or August

To place a commercial advert, please email us at the
address above and we’ll send you more information
Prices start at £5 for a ⅛ page ad, with discounts for multiple insertions

We also print small ads for parishioners for which we suggest that
a small donation is left in the yellow collection box in the shop
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Yarpole Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
Friday 3rd June - St. Leonard’s Church, 7pm. Jubilee themed supper:
Please remember reservations must be made in advance and places are limited to
70. Please contact Viv Mitchell on 01568 782271 or seftonbatch@gmail.com to
check if there is still availability.

Saturday 4th June - Community Field 12 noon onwards:
Bring your own picnic, bar open for wine, beer, Pimms, soft drinks, ice creams
(all cash only), scavenger hunt given out on arrival.
1:30pm – Small games & stalls open
2:30 pm - Mini dog show, free entry, sponsored by Rosie’s Grooming Room.
Schedule: Class 1 - Best rescue dog
Class 2 - Waggiest tail
Class 3 - The best trickster
Class 4 - Dog most like their owner
Class 5 - Best treat catcher
3pm tea tent opens, traditional Yarpole style cream teas & other refreshments
(cash only)
3:15pm – Children’s races begin
3:30pm – Live music from Autumn Gold
Vintage dress encouraged!
(Timings are approximate)
Please walk to the field if you can, or arrange to be dropped off as parking is
limited. If wet, event will be in the parish hall. Look forward to seeing you all.

Please save these dates:
Join neighbours and friends at one or more of the forthcoming
Macmillan Cancer support fund raising events at Meadowcroft.
Saturday 9th July Cream tea 230-430pm
Wednesday 7th September Coffee and Cake 1030-1230pm.
The May event raised £336!
Kate Griffiths
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We are starting a twice monthly “Spirit of Chat” session to
give people of any faith, or none at all, the chance to come
together and discuss more transcendent matters in a relaxed
group environment.
It will be a gathering of exploration and reflection but not hard
doctrine.
Our discussions will be led by Phillippa Wright of Leominster
Priory. To start us off, during the first six sessions we shall be
considering artistic representation of God, using pictures from
the book “Seeing God in Art” by Richard Harries.
We begin on Tuesday 24th May, and every 2nd and 4th Tuesday in the month, thereafter.
Starting at 7.45 in St Leonard’s, Yarpole, we aim to be no more than an hour. There will
be tea and cake to oil the little grey cells, so come along and join the discussion.
Rose

Police Community Support Officer meetings
Our local (Leominster) PCSO Steph Harper aims to visit the Cafe every 5 weeks on a
Wednesday at 11.00.
Her next visit is planned for 8th June and then every 5
weeks. Come and join us for a chat or a moan, or have a
private one-to-one with Steph.
Pete Lloyd

Walking Group
We meet regularly on the 2nd Friday and 4th Sunday of every
month, normally at 10:30 by the church.
Friday June 10th and Sunday June 26th.
All are welcome to join our walks but please phone to check details if you are not
on the email list.
Contact: Viv and Brian 782271 or seiftonbatch@gmail.com
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Pearl Lake Ukulele Group at Croft Castle
Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 June, 11am to 3pm.
Bring along a picnic and listen to Pearl Lake Ukulele Group perform on the front
lawn outside the castle. They’ll be performing at intervals between 11am and
3pm.
Normal admission charges apply.

Celebrity Gardener Toby Buckland

Gardener, author and TV presenter
as seen on BBC’s Gardeners’ World and BBC’s Chelsea Flower Show
Will be giving a talk entitled
Abundance and How to Have It
Tuesday 26th July 2022
Orleton Village Hall, 7:00 for 7:30pm
For tickets, £14 each, send a stamped addressed envelope and
cheque made payable to ODGC to:
ODGC c/o Tipperwhig, 4 Glover Road, Leominster, HR6
8SW
www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk

Byecroft Open Garden

for the National Garden Scheme
June 18th - 19th 2022, 2:00 - 5:30 pm
A compact garden stuffed full of interesting and unusual plants
chosen not just for their flowers but also for their foliage.
Pergola smothered in old-fashioned roses, herbaceous borders
full of things you may not have seen before, formal pond, lots of
pots, vegetable garden, wildflower orchard, soft fruit area. Lots
of plants for sale.
For more information contact Sue Russell
01568 780559, peterandsuerussell@btinternet.com
If you could help for a couple of hours on either day, please contact me using the contact
details above. Many thanks. Sue.
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Formerly known as "Mortimers Cross Inn". We have changed the name because we have
changed what we do!
The Grange at Mortimers Cross is now offering…
 Farm shop
 Deli – a selection of various quiches, pasties, pies, cakes and other little treats all
cooked in our on-site kitchen
 Café – served between 10am – 3pm (Wed- Sun).
 Antiques and Crafts
 Garden Sales - a selection of plants and garden items on sale
 Whippy Ice Cream and Milkshakes
We’re open from 9.45am to 6pm Wednesday to Saturday and 9.45am to 4pm Sunday.
Come down and have a look!
For all you senior citizens there is a 10% discount off the full café menu! To claim make
sure you ask when making payment.
We still have a large seating area to cater for large bookings where we can do a
specialised menu to suit. Please contact us on:
01568709212 or mortimersgrange@outlook.com
Check out our Facebook page at The Grange at Mortimers Cross for all the latest
information.
The Goodwin Family - The Grange at Mortimers Cross, Mortimers Cross,
Kingsland, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 9PD
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
Can you help, please?
Jubilee Event - Community Field, Saturday 4th June.
We would be grateful for donations for a bottle tombola please any sort of bottle; alcohol, ketchup, squash, shampoo, etc, etc, anything in a bottle!
Donations can be left by the vestry door in the Church.
We would also be grateful for homemade cakes for the afternoon teas. If you could bake
a cake for us, please contact Helen Coverley, either in the café or on 01568 780189.
Also is there anybody who’s First Aid At Work qualified who would be willing to be our
First Aider on the day please? If you think you could help, please contact Jill on
01568780250.

Ukraine Support Group
Thank you to all those in the village who have come forward
to offer help and support to guests when they arrive. I had
hoped that our first guests would be here by now but 4 weeks
on they are still waiting for their visas so we keep on waiting
and they continue in very difficult circumstances.
However, a word to anyone who was thinking of, or has offered their home to the
“Homes for Ukraine” scheme but is still waiting for an introduction and maybe getting a
little anxious. Please be assured that once you have someone you are matched with and
have applied for the visa, there is a tremendous amount of help advice and support on
offer from the Council, local charity groups and other specialists. Herefordshire Council
have been amazing in their support, practical advice and accessibility. You will not be on
your own.
The Birchpole singers are performing in concert, in aid of the Ukraine appeal on Sunday
afternoon 19th June 2022 - Middleton on the Hill church - at 3 p.m. Tickets are limited at
£8.50 each and available from members of the choir.
In the meantime we continue to wait for 2 visas to come through ………….I hope I have
better news of them next month.
Rose
Many thanks to neighbours and friends in the parish for your
support over recent weeks during which we have been facing
end of life visits to my mother, her subsequent death and
funeral, and then both of us testing positive for covid, just
when we were looking forward to life getting back to normal!
We really appreciated all the lovely cards, letters and phone calls, the deliveries of
shopping, and the kindness and efficiency with which shop volunteers came forward to
cover my shop shifts. Very many thanks to you all. Hetty and Adam
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
Yarpole Website update
We have added the Living History photograph archive to the website. All 265 photos in
the archive can now be viewed from the Yarpole website. The images are displayed as a
thumbnail; clicking on the image shows the original and gives the filename for the image.
It soon becomes obvious that several of the photos are not identified and in some cases it
is not possible to determine where or what the photo shows. This is particularly the case
with photos of people. The majority of the photos also have no dates.
If anyone is able to throw light on any of the photos please use the email link on the page
and they can be updated.
To find the archive from the Yarpole website home page navigate to Yarpole Living
History and select Living History Photographs from the drop down menu.
There may be a delay as the photographs load due to the number of them. Be patient!
If there is anyone in the Parish who would like to get involved with the website I would be
very grateful for any help.
Please telephone 780253 or email yarpoleboy@gmail.com
Julian Stokes

Can you spare a hour and a half a year?
Too much to ask?
We are very short of volunteers to mow the churchyard over the summer months. Many
of the volunteers are mid seventies or older and are in need of a rest! Would you be
prepared to help out by mowing the churchyard once over the summer?
The church has a new electric start mower (you usually need to bring some
petrol), the mowed path is well marked. With enough volunteers everyone
can just do one session in the year.
If you are interested and think that you can help,
please email Julian - yarpoleboy@gmail.com, or telephone: 780253.

Covid 19 Physic Garden
The physic garden at the Church is now well
underway and is located to the side of the
church before the back entrance to the shop.
If you would like to sponsor or donate a plant in
remembrance of someone, please contact:
Rose Jenkins - 780536.
Or Challis Stokes - 780253.
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
John Campion West Mercia PCC
Working with local communities to build a safer West
Mercia
In order to ensure the voice of the public is at the heart of
policing, I am encouraging you to share your views in my
latest survey.
As part of my ongoing commitment to take feedback
from communities and use it to shape decision making, I
am seeking views well in advance of setting next year’s
budget. This survey will seek to understand what your
concerns are and whether or not you are happy with how visible and accessible West
Mercia Police are.
The survey is open until Monday 11th July and you can complete it by visiting
www.westmercia-pcc.gov.uk

Parish Footpaths Officer
The Parish Council is looking for a Parish Footpaths Officer …
… a pleasant opportunity to explore this very picturesque area of Herefordshire!
The PFO is a voluntary position, responsible for ‘looking after’ the public rights of way
in the parish.
They can raise defects with Herefordshire Council, and liaise with
landowners, the clerk and contractors to keep the paths open and
walkable.
To find out more please contact the clerk, Mrs Maggie Brown.
Email clerk@yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk Phone 07398 222 310

SMALL AD
Help Wanted
Is there anyone around who would be able to clean my holiday let and
set it up ready for guests, generally on Thursdays. It’s a one bedroom,
self-contained apartment on Bircher Common. I always leave days
between guests and air it well.
Phone Wendy on 0792 3311551 or email appleloftuk@gmail.com if you’re interested.
10
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YARPOLE COMMUNITY SHOP NEWS
June 2022
Salad days …..
The return of Lane Cottage salad leaves to our shelves has been a welcome sign of
warmer days to come.
Another of our great local producers Lane Cottage leaves are grown on
their small farm at Deerfold tucked in the hills near Bucknell and the bags
they produce are filled with tasty and varied leaf selections that go well
beyond ‘just’ lettuce. The salad plants are hand sown, and then picked and
packed for immediate delivery. They are grown naturally without any
fertilisers or pesticides and of course are very low food miles.
Lane Cottage are constantly working towards reducing their impact on the environment
and to this end we now have a dedicated recycling point in the shop for the bags that the
leaves come in - so you can continue to help make all the difference by popping back into
the shop once you have enjoyed their produce.
Perhaps you might treat yourself to something else whilst you are in:
how about our Gourmico range of pates (Chicken liver with cognac,
wild boar and venison with cognac) for example? These are located on
the grocery shelves along with olives and capers and a range of other
things that go well with salads - and are also a welcome accompaniment
to the fresh bread we have delivered every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday!
Don’t forget that our Annual Members Meeting is to be held on Thursday 9th June 2022 at
7.00pm in the church. A summary of the 2021 unaudited accounts will be posted on the
shop website at: www.yarpole.com/index.php/yarpole-community-shop prior to the
meeting and a full set of the 2021 accounts will be made available for inspection at the
shop after the AMM.
Please note that nomination forms for election of members to the Management Board are
also available at the shop or on the website. Completed forms must be returned for the
attention of the Secretary via the Shop or sent by email to laraffle@hotmail.com by
Friday 3rd June 2022.
After the AMM please stay with us for a glass of wine or a soft drink.

SHOP AND POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday
Saturday
Sunday/Bank Holidays

Shop
Post Office
9am - 5pm
9am - 12noon
9am - 1pm
9am - 12noon
closed except for pre-ordered newspapers

Tel: 01568 780148 E-mail: yarpoleshop@mail.com Website: www.yarpole.com
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Jubilee weekend shop opening times
Thursday 2nd June: shop open 9:00am - 1:00pm
Friday 3rd: closed
Saturday 4th: normal Saturday opening
Sunday: closed
Ordered newspapers available throughout - please bring a wheelbarrow for special
souvenir editions!

Gallery Café, Saint Leonard’s, Yarpole
Opening times:
Monday - Wednesday & Saturday, 10.00 - 12:30
for drinks, homemade cakes & scones.
Thursday and Friday, 10.00 - 16:30
for lunch (to eat in or takeaway).
We have resumed our afternoon teas, comprising of dainty sandwiches, choice of cakes,
mini scones jam and cream, mini meringues, pot of tea or cup of coffee on Thursday
afternoons from 3pm. £8.50 per person. Please prebook by Wednesday morning.
Please check Yarpole Community Website, WhatsApp,
Yarpole Facebook page and the noticeboard for updated information.
Payment by cash and card
Contact details: email helenmcoverley@hotmail.co.uk.
Tel: (Café) 01 568 780594. (Home) 01568 780189, or in person in the café.
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CHURCH MATTERS
June 2022
Peace Perfect Peace!
I am sure most of us are horrified and saddened by the images of the war in Ukraine and the
consequences of the conflict for the people involved. What is really sad is that these images
of war are nothing new. It seems that there is always war and the suffering it brings,
somewhere in the world. Some of my earliest memories are of watching news reports on the
TV of the war in Vietnam. This raises the question of what can I do about it? It seems that
as individuals we are powerless. Reflecting on it and reading a well known prayer attributed
to St Francis of Assisi, I realise that the most important thing I can do is to be peaceful and
loving towards others within my own life. The more we behave in this way with each other
the more peace will spread amongst us. Peace must start on a micro level with each and
every one of us. True peace begins with each individual showing love and compassion for
each other.

Prayer
Lord, make us instruments of thy peace
Where there is hatred, let us sow love
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is discord, Union
Where there is doubt, faith
Where there is despair, hope
Where there is darkness, light
Where there is sadness, joy
For thy mercy and for thy truths sake
St Francis of Assisi
Jane Higgins

Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor, microwave or Aga professionally

Colin Hadley
01885 400337 07817 477850

Email: colinhadley@ovenwizards.com
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History & Mystery in the Burial Ground
If you missed the free talk and cake at the end of April, you can still catch the exhibition in
the church for one more week (until after the Jubilee). This display shows the stories and
picture of the graves that have already been adopted and the ones still needing curation.
There are just 2 left now, Powell and Moore and their stories have already been explored
and are available on the bier.
This has been a great project to recover the
forgotten graves but also their stories, so do
go and have a look while the exhibition is
still up in the church. There has been a
tremendous amount of research done about
the former residents of this village and the
lives they lived, have a look before it gets
filed away.
Although the talk was free (with
complimentary tea & cake) we are grateful
for the donations made, which will help
keep the church and burial ground open for
those who come after us. If you wish to
contribute please drop what you can in the slots in the wall at the bottom of the staircase.
NB Following the exhibition, both a bit more history and a mystery have emerged:
First, the history and this comes from Pam Hacker who attended the exhibition with her
friend, Christine Adams (nee Talbot) who some of the longer term residents may remember.
Amongst other things she told us that Christine’s step father George Albert Hooker who is
buried in the churchyard was descended from Sir Joseph Hooker, who organised the trip to
Australia on The Beagle with Charles Darwin, from whence “Origin of the Species”
developed and changed the world.
Now the mystery... which maybe someone in
the village can shed a light on. In our
churchyard we have a number of burials from
the Connop family who lived in the village for
several hundred years. Indeed Alfred Connop
is commemorated in a plaque (see picture on
left) on the organ after its restoration in 1932.
However Alfred died in 1916, he is not - as far
as we can tell - buried in the churchyard. He
and his wife had no children and by 1932 the
Connops had left the village.
So the question is – who raised the plaque and why is he recorded on it?
Thanks
Rose

Thanks to Brigit Graham for the photo above of the event
The initial letters of some words on the plaque are hard to read as they are in
red. The wording reads: “This organ was restored in loving memory of Alfred
Rogers Connop son of William & Mary Connop of Pound House in this
parish 1932”. Ed.
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FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
SEASONED HARD & SOFT WOOD AVAILABLE

Delivered in 1.0 cubic metre bags
FREE local delivery
Reliable friendly service
Call Steve Mantle

07980 775838

01568 615565 (Evenings)

OAK TREE FUNERAL SERVICES
Independent Family Funeral Directors
With Chapel of Rest at Leominster Cemetery

24 Hour Contact Tel: 01568 250030
Email: oaktreefuneralservices1@gmail.com
www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk
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H.W.S. PEST CONTROL
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED AND LICENSED
• RATS
• WASPS
• BEES
• FLIES
• MOLES

• MICE
• HORNETS
• FLEAS
• CLOTHES MOTHS
• WOODWORM

TELEPHONE: 01544 231509 / 07818 034301
EMAIL: ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk
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PARISH HALL
June 2022
Programme for June 2022
Regular Weekly Activities
Mondays

Zumba

6.00 - 7.00 pm

Yoga

7.30 - 8.30 pm

Tuesdays

Tai Chi

9.30 - 10.30 am

Wednesdays

Tai Chi

10.00 - 11.00 am

Art (27th April only)

2.00 - 4.30 pm

Thursdays

Pilates

10.45 - 11.45 am

Fridays

Bowls

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Other Events in June
Tuesday 7th

Parish Council meeting

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Wednesday 15th

Parish Hall AGM

7.00 pm start

To make a booking please contact Sue Carpenter
01568 780371 / carpentersue57@gmail.com
Or go to www.yarpole.com
and click on ‘Church & Parish Hall Bookings’ to book online.

Stacey Gardner Foot Health

DAWN

MCFHP MAFHP

Mobile Hairdresser

Registered with the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Foot care in your own home.

Hairdressing
for all the family
Fully qualified

Routine foot care £25, appointments cover:
toenail trimming, corns, callus, fungal infections,
cracked heel care, diabetic foot care.
Please allow up to 1 hour for appointments.

Dawn Goodwin

01568 770387
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Please call 01568 368306 or 07540566871
For further information visit
www.sgfoothealth.co.uk

PARISH HALL
June 2022

Parish Hall Library
From May 2022 the Parish Hall library will open on the fourth
Friday of each month, whilst the Community Hub meeting is
taking place at the hall. Although the library has been open every
Friday since mid-March, there has not been enough interest to
continue opening it every Friday. Gill Brace and Eileen Minton will continue to open the
library on the fourth Friday of each month (10 am to 12 midday).
We look forward to seeing you then.

Future Dates For Your Diary
Wednesday 15th June – Parish Hall AGM 7pm in the hall.

Everyone welcome to attend, look forward to seeing as many of you as possible. Agenda
will be on notice boards & on the Yarpole website a week beforehand.

Saturday 23rd July – BBQ Steak Night

Please look out for further Information & booking details in the next
Parishioner.

200 Club
The winning 200 club numbers for May were:22 £30, 44 £20, 196 £15, 34 £15, 55 £10, 36 £10.
This was the last draw in the 12 month 200 club cycle. From June the 1st Prize will be
increased from £30 to £50. Other prize amounts will be announced next month or when
everyone has rejoined.
Thank you to everyone who has already signed up to support your parish hall. May I
respectfully remind those of you yet to do so that the investment remains just £12 for the
year, payable by BACS, cheque or cash. If it’s cheque or cash, you will see collection
points around the Parish, and I’m still involved too if you wish to drop it off to me.
Let’s try and beat last year’s membership total of 216 !
Thanks very much,
Pete Lloyd.
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Yarpole Group Parish Council News
On Tuesday 3 May, the Parish Annual Meetings for both Lucton and
Croft with Yarpole were held, followed by the Annual Meeting of the
Parish Council.
Constable Beswick from Leominster Safer Neighbourhood Team
(SNT) attended the Parish meetings, and highlighted the West Mercia
Police communication system, Neighbourhood Matters. Members of public can sign up for
local updates at https://www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/. Matters of concern can be
reported to the SNT at leominster.snt@westmercia.police.uk. Email should not be used for
urgent matters when 101 or 999 is more appropriate.
The Chair of the Parish Council, Linda Middleton, gave her report on the previous year.
Topics included the Community Field, the Ford at Lucton, Welsh Water’s meeting with
residents and Knoll Cottage, which is to be sold for renovation. Work continues to get
speeds reduced on the B4362, and to increase pedestrian safety on Green Lane. Thanks
were recorded to everyone who contributes to the Parish Council and all other groups/
volunteers within the villages.
The Annual Parish Council meeting element of the evening saw Linda Middleton re-elected
as Chair of the Parish Council, and Duncan Grant re-elected as Vice-Chair. Parish Council
representatives on different committees were agreed, and the volunteer Tree Wardens are to
be asked to continue for another year.
Please note… a volunteer footpaths officer is still needed – see advertisement! For more
information, either mail or phone the Clerk.
The Parish Council will arrange the long-awaited meeting with the Network Engineer from
Welsh Water. Another deadline for The Parishioner has come round before this has been
finalised. Please sign up to receive updates on the website where the meeting will be
publicised. It will be held at the Church on a date to be confirmed.
The Ford at Lucton… Ward Councillor Sebastian Bowen has checked recent work at the
Ford, and contacted Balfour Beatty as it appears to be below standard.
A Platinum Jubilee grant of £150, to help buy a tree and mugs for children from Lucton
Parish, was agreed. The Parish Hall is joining forces with the Parish Council, and
arrangements for a picnic in the Community Field, Yarpole, are being finalised.
Further discussions were held on the layout of the Community Field. The importance of
agreeing the best possible plan, in conjunction with judicious use of public funds was
agreed to be the priority. The possibility of a loan to enable to scheme to be completed in
one go is to be considered.
It was agreed to support Planning Application P221194/FH West End Cottage Yarpole.
Proposed installation of solar panels on the south facing rear elevation roof.
Upcoming meeting dates are Tuesday 7 June and 5 July, 7.30pm at the Parish Hall.
Residents are encouraged to attend and have the opportunity to speak at the start of the
meeting.
Please sign up for news and Agenda on the website yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk and
note the new email address - clerk@yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk
Mrs Maggie Brown, Clerk 07398 222 310 yarpolegroup@gmail.com
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Mortimer Community Benefit Society
The Bell at Yarpole
And finally..... The wait is over and we are delighted to welcome our new
tenant to The Bell.
Iain Dixon comes to us with a wealth of experience that belies his years
having worked in some of the best rated Pub restaurants and hotels in the
UK.
You may notice that some refurbishment work is currently going on at the pub and it is
hoped that this will all be completed in time for Iain to open the doors on 1st June.
There will be a range of food and drink offerings including a range of pub classics, local
lunches as well as some very stylish and varied dishes.
Come along and say hello to Iain, as the pub will be opening for the Big Village Quiz
night on Sunday 22nd May.

Air Dried Logs
High Quality
Delivered by Truck
To place an order, contact;
Peter Merriman
01568 780414
Or peter.merriman@sky.com

3 luxury self-catering cottages just minutes from
the beach at Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire.
www.holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
stay@holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
07885 604720

Donations towards newsletter costs

Donations can be made in the following ways:
By post, cheques made out to Yarpole PCC, to Adam Scott, Undercroft, Green Lane,
Yarpole, HR6 0BJ.
 Handed in at the shop in an envelope marked Adam Scott (cash or cheque).
 By bank transfer - please email newsletter@yarpole.com for information.
 Cash in the collection tin in the shop
There is a slip below which you could use to accompany donations. Many thanks.


Name
Address
Phone number
Email address
Amount

£5 / Other amount £……………
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Diocese of Hereford
June 2022
Hello Everyone,
As I write this we are preparing to celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee. Whatever your
view about having a hereditary monarch from a historical point of view most of us alive
today will not see such a long serving monarch again in our lifetime. This truly is
therefore a once in a lifetime event and may never take place again. Queen Elizabeth the
Second came to the throne 70 years ago she has already reigned longer than Queen
Victoria who reigned for 63 years and 7 months and King George III who reigned for 59
years and 96 days. This is a significant historical event and it should be marked with
appropriate national celebration. Some of you reading this may have met the Queen and
have very clear memories of that moment and the impact it made. The jubilee coincides
with Pentecost and the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ global wave of prayer organised by the
church and it strikes me this is entirely appropriate given that the Queen has such a strong
personal faith. As she herself has said on many occasions, it is her personal faith that
guides her actions and her life.
"To many of us our beliefs are of fundamental importance. For me the teachings of Christ
and my own personal accountability before God provide a framework in which I try to lead
my life. I, like so many of you, have drawn great comfort in difficult times from Christ's
words and example." (Christmas message, 2000)
Whilst it is easy to complain or write off royalty as an historic anachronism, which has no
place in, the 21st Century we are fortunate in our nation to have a Queen who has
publically stated her belief in Jesus and takes seriously her role as head of the Church of
England. She recognises as so many of us have that there is a better way to live our lives
and that trust in Jesus is at the heart of that life. It does not matter who we are or what our
circumstances God does not judge by our race, gender, age or many other things we use as
humans to divide and discriminate he judges the heart. When Samuel was called to anoint a
new King over Israel, he had to learn the same lesson that God did not choose the obvious
candidates.
“When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands
here before the Lord. ”But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or
his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at.
People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
1 Samuel 16:6-7
The challenge for us is to ask ourselves what guides our lives and shapes who we are? Do
we simply live for ourselves or do we recognise that there is a better way of living that God
has provided for us through the death and resurrection of his Son Jesus Christ. The offer to
live God’s way is constantly available to us but we must choose it. As the writer of the
book of Revelation says Jesus stands at the door of our lives and longs for us to let him in.
“

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I
will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.”
Revelation 3:20
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Whatever our view of the Queen as an earthly monarch as Christians we believe in a King
and a Kingdom which is everlasting and without end. Our service and allegiance is not to
the United Kingdom but to God’s Kingdom something our Queen understands and
acknowledges. We can and should celebrate the Queen’s 70 years of service to our nation
shaped by her faith, calling and determination to serve God. We should also remember as
Paul taught Timothy to pray for her and our nation’s leaders but remember too that the
faith she so often speaks about is available to all of us too.
“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for
all people— for kings, queens and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who
wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one
God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus.”
1 Timothy 2:1-5
The Ven Derek Chedzey
Archdeacon of Hereford

Yarpole Parish Good
Neighbour Scheme
Remember our volunteers are ready and waiting, offering,
for example, lifts to health related appointment or small
tasks around the home or garden.
Give us a ring, 07885 525776, and let us see what we can
do.

Talk Community Hub
We are now calling Caring and Sharing The 4 Cs, which stands for
coffee, cake, chat and company.

Yarpole Talk
Community

We are meeting again on Friday 27 May at 11.00, when we will enjoy
some seated Tai Chi (as well as plenty of chat in good company!)
Please note that due to a prior booking at the hall the June meeting
is postponed until Friday 1 July at 11.00.
NB We are hoping to get the newsletter out a bit early this month, but apologies to any
households who have not received it by the May 4Cs date of May 27th - Ed.
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ORLETON AND DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB
On 26 April Orleton and District Gardening Club welcomed
Nick Morgan to give a talk entitled A Productive Year in a
Small Greenhouse. Nick trained at Pershore and worked for 23
years at RHS Wisley looking after the glasshouses.
Nick began by urging members to buy the largest greenhouse they could accommodate.
Three elements are critical, light, temperature and humidity. Ideally the ridge should be
orientated East to West thus providing a long side facing South to maximise light levels
in Spring and Autumn. Glass must be kept clean as 1% less light results in 10% less
growth.
Ventilation is critical and Nick advocates bottom vents as well as automatic roof vents to
provide good air circulation. In summer Coolglass painted onto the south side, blinds or
netting will help to keep the temperature below the critical 30deg and should be applied
externally to inhibit short wave radiation.
The watering regime should strike a balance between moist and aerated compost. Seephoses can be used in borders. Water butts should be scrubbed regularly and fitted with
tight fitting lids.
Spring is the busiest time and staging should be used to maximise space and light. Border
soil can be prepared from January and improved by incorporating organic matter, a pH of
6.5 to 7 is ideal. Raising the border slightly will keep it warmer and better aerated. In the
cold greenhouse sowings of salad leaves, spring onions and round radishes can start in
early February. Strawberries will crop in May from overwintered runners. Nick advised
heating by electricity rather than paraffin and this must be installed professionally and
controlled thermostatically.
In summer the mainstay crops are tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers and aubergines. For
tomatoes Nick leaves grobags in the greenhouse to warm up, punches holes in the bases
after plumping up the bags and inserts the plants in 7in pots, three to a 40L bag. He
recommends sticky traps and SB Invigorator to deter pests.
Nick’s talk was informative and practical and ably demonstrated that the possession of a
greenhouse lends an extra dimension to gardening.
On Tuesday 26th July, celebrity gardener Toby Buckland will be giving a talk entitled
‘Abundance and How To Have It’. For more information please see page 6.
Ghislaine Arundale
For more information about the club go to: www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk or come
along to the next meeting. Membership is just £12.50 per year (January - December) and
we normally meet from 7.15pm on the last Tuesday of the month.

Philosophical comment for the month
Remember, if there is no dark we would never see the stars
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The Future of Flicks
As many of you know, Flicks In The Sticks has been showing films in the
village hall for many years now. Originally part of Arts Alive, who
provided the projectionist and equipment as well as the film, Yarpole
Flicks is now an independent organisation, funded entirely by ticket receipts. Short
seasons of films have been shown each spring and autumn, only stopping when pandemic
restrictions closed our village hall.
In order to break even, each film must raise £130. There are three principal costs: the hire
of the village hall, the purchase of the film and the public screening rights for the evening.
We do sell drinks at each film but these have to be purchased and don’t always cover their
costs: bottles of wine can lead to wastage and loss of revenue. This means, in practice,
when a ticket costs £5, that we need a minimum audience of 26 simply to meet our costs.
Since the village hall opened to activities last year, and Flicks began to show films once
more, we have never had 26 people from the parish attend a film. Two films did make a
profit, drawing a wider audience from across the region, firstly because one film had a
great deal of national publicity, Nomadland, and secondly because a second was part of a
regional film festival: Borderlines. The other films lost significant sums of money which
would have been greater had Arts Alive not operated a short term loss guarantee.
I’m mindful that many of our social habits have changed during the last two years. For
some, attending a larger social gathering has become a source of anxiety while for others
the pattern of their social and leisure activities have just shifted. It may well be the case
that there is no longer an appetite for regular film attendance in the parish. At present I am
cautious about reinstating a film season without a degree of confidence about interest. I
don’t want to see Flicks’ reserves diminish to the point that a future organiser would not
be able to show films should the audience return.
In order to see what level of interest does remain the parish, and to provide an enjoyable
evening out, Flicks and the Parish Hall Committee are going to organise a film and meal
evening in the autumn, in October. More details will follow in a future edition of The
Parishioner. If the evening is popular, a film season will begin early in 2023.
Adam Scott. Yarpole Flicks.

Victoria Allen Funeral Services
8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire
SY8 1ND
01584 879035
Email: vafs@btinternet.com
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk
An Independent Family Business
All Areas Covered, 24 Hour Service
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Hello everyone. Welcome to another edition of ‘Lisa’s
Book Nook’. With summer fast approaching, many of us
will be packing our bags and heading abroad for a
holiday. Seeing as the most popular holiday destinations
for British people tend to be countries whose first
language is not English,
I have therefore decided to recommend some translated fiction to you today. I hope that
you enjoy my selection.
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman - This book has been everywhere in the past
several years, so it’s highly likely you will have already heard of it. But it’s such a
wonderful story that it just had to be included in my book nook. Originally written in
Swedish, it tells the story of Ove, a cantankerous 59 year old man who is struggling with
the loss of the one person who ever truly understood him. Throw in a bunch of offbeat
neighbours and a stray cat and you have a quirky, lightly humorous and heart warming
tale about a man who presents a hardened front to the world, but who is ultimately a big
softie. Ove has got to be one of the most deftly realised characters ever committed to the
written page, a man who will stay in your memory long after you have finished reading. I
dare anyone not to see a little bit of themselves in him. A beautiful story that I highly
recommend.
The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafón - The first book in ‘The Cemetery of
Forgotten Books’ quartet, this historical mystery novel is set in Barcelona’s Gothic
Quarter and was originally written in the author’s native Spanish. Taking place shortly
after the end of the brutal Spanish Civil War, the story centres around Daniel, son of an
antiquarian book dealer, who has recently lost his mother. Upon being taken to a secret
place known as ‘The Cemetery of Forgotten Books’ by his father, he finds solace in a
mysterious book called ‘The Shadow of the Wind’. When he sets out to discover more
about its author, a man named Julian Carax, he finds himself drawn into a dark and
tangled mystery involving doomed love, murder, madness and more. This is a book that
will draw you in from the very first page and the numerous twists and turns will keep you
guessing right up until the end. It’s certainly no exaggeration to say that even the subplots
have subplots. Read it and be amazed.
The Passenger by Ulrich Alexander Boschwitz - Originally published in German in the
year 1938, this has recently be rediscovered and republished, having fallen into obscurity
for many years. In November 1938, German-Jewish businessman Otto Silbermann is
forced to flee his home following the brutal events of Kristallnacht. As he takes train after
train across Germany in a bid to get to safety, he is terrified that one of his fellow
passengers will discover that he is Jewish and turn him over to the increasingly brutal
Nazi regime. The tension in this book is truly palpable and the main character’s terror,
dread and anxiety will stay with you for a long time. A fascinating insight into what it
meant to be Jewish in Nazi Germany.
The Phantom of the Opera by Gaston Leroux - This classic novel, first published in
1910, was originally written in French. As I’m sure most of you know, the story centres
around a young opera singer who becomes the obsession of a disfigured musical genius
who lives in the catacombs beneath the Paris Opera House. A deliciously Gothic horrormystery, this is a book with a lot of emotional depth and a variety of different themes are
explored, including how loneliness and cruelty inflicted by society can affect an
individual’s mind. There is a reason why this book has remained in print for as long as it
has. Read it for yourself and discover why.
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Need a building surveyor?

City & Guilds
Qualified
dog groomer
in Yarpole

 Structural surveys/costings
 Architectural drawing
 Planning permissions
 Listed building consents
 Building regs applications

Caring and professional

Particular sympathy for older properties

Barrie Morgan MRICS MCIOB
01568 780 761

Timberworld Products Ltd
Manufacturers of quality
timber buildings
Garages, Carports. Stables, Field shelters
Sheds, Workshops, Offices,
Summerhouses, Gazebos, Pergola, Club
houses, Dog kennels and Log stores.
www.timberworldproducts.com

01568 708549
ALAN JONES TREE SURGERY

OLD FASHIONED GARDENER
SHAUN YAPP
48, Mortimer Drive, Orleton, Ludlow SY8 4JW
Tel 01568 780929
Mobile 07876197770
WEEDING
LAWN MOWING
PRUNING
STRIMMING
FLOWERBED EDGING

SPECIALIST TREE CARE AND ADVICE
All aspects of tree work
 Fully insured
 Honest, trustworthy &
reliable
 Follow us on Facebook


alanjonestreesurgery@gmail.com
01544 260448 - 07817 066316
Website - alanjonestreesurgery.com

HEDGE CUTTING

Chimney Sweep

ICS Trained & fully insured
Cowls, log stores
Painting, gutters
property maintenance

Reliable, trustworthy, local lady providing:
 End of tenancy
 Residential cleaning
 Commercial cleaning  Holiday let
 Domestic services

Tel: 01568 780417
Mob: 07837 935 102

Free estimates, flexible hours to suit your needs

Clare Evans 07733194057
cmecleaningservices@outlook.com
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LOCAL LEGAL ADVICE

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
Worcestershire
WR15 8BW
Tel: 01584 810575
Fax: 01584 811759
post@norrismiles.co.uk
www.norrisandmiles.co.uk



Property sale and purchase



Property building and other
disputes



Wills and Powers of Attorney



Administration of Estates and
Tax Planning



Business and farm sale, purchase and Tenancies



Prenups and Cohabitation
Agreements



Divorce, separation, finance
and children
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The Day I had Tea with the Queen
Leominster’s Minster College, as it was then, was honoured one year by a visit from HRH
Prince Charles. Or at least a visit was planned. The Head Teacher (Val) and a few staff
spent an entire Easter holiday liaising with secret service agents, sniffer dog teams and the
other 350 people who seem to be involved in a quick visit of this kind, all so the future
monarch can ask Val ‘And what do you do?’ as she escorts him from the chopper.
Come the day, the contents of several primary schools, plus all the Minster’s staff and
pupils, were lined up on the playing fields, flags at the ready. At 10.55 a crackle in the
earpiece of a man in dark glasses, and a brief conversation, brought unwelcome news. HRH
would not be coming after all: cloud cover too low for the chopper to land, sorry and all
that. I will leave you to imagine the feelings of 1,500 of Leominster’s finest youngsters,
standing in a damp field, deprived of valuable classroom time for half a morning, and those
of Val who, thanks to the drizzle, was wearing a brand-new wet suit.
A few days later Her Majesty’s representative, the High Sheriff of Herefordshire, bounded
into school with a consolation prize: for Val. Would she like to be invited to a Garden Party
at Buckingham Palace, with husband (that’s me!) and any unmarried daughters between the
ages of 18 and 21. No, I don’t know either, but we had one of those anyway.
Who doesn’t like a freebie, especially a royal one? The sandwiches were dainty (no crusts),
the tea made from bags (how common), and there was no booze, but the occasion was full
of good manners, civility and sunshine. We were roped off, but glimpsed the Queen politely
welcoming ambassadors and dignitaries, and the Duke probably whispering ‘Come on Liz,
they’ve had enough.’ ‘Shush Phil, there must be someone who wants to talk about corgis.
I’ll make sure you’re back in time for Countdown.’
We didn’t expect a line of liveried trumpeters blasting out a fanfare, or for a flunkey to
announce that Charles would now shake hands with loyal subject Val from Leominster and
apologise for missing his appointment due to the wrong kind of cloud. Which was a good
job, because it didn’t happen.
A couple of weeks later Val found herself at another formal do, this time talking to Princess
Anne. ‘Your brother stood me up,’ said Val, which seemed to amuse the royal personage
more than it did Val. I can’t help thinking, though, that an entire generation of Leominster’s
kids had been short-changed. By a bit of cloud.
The Prince of Cymru is still waiting desperately to meet Val. The Queen, meanwhile, sent
her dad a card for his 100th birthday earlier this year. Nice of her to keep in touch.
Jim Ainsworth

32

Church Birds
Shrieking and chattering, pavement splattering,
nest where they please, up in Yew Trees,
these are our Church birds.
Quick chances espied, yellow harsh evil eyed,
Spot a stray crumb, down they will come,
Our very smart Church birds.
Jackdaws doing their best, just building some nests
having some fun, des-res homes for their young,
untidy noisy Church birds.
At night they make mutter, wings in a flutter,
Ceasing their flight, down for the night.
Quiet our Church birds.
Up in the morning, before day is dawning,
Off again with the hustle, activity bustle
Another day Church birds.
If they all went away, what would we say?
It's quiet and lonely, we wish that if only,
we had our Church birds.
Carol Clare
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Save the Lugg event - 8th July 2022 Leominster
Councillor Trish Marsh is now invested as mayor of Leominster for the coming year. She
has chosen CPRE Herefordshire’s Citizen Science programme as her mayoral charity.
Trish says ‘I live very close to the River Lugg and want to do all I can to restore it to its
former glory. I’m confident that the citizen science programme will help us understand
what is polluting our local river so that we can do something about it’.
‘Not too long ago the Lugg was full of life: fish, kingfishers, water crowfoot and otters.
I’m ready to work hard to help that happen again. Local people love their rivers and I’m
sure many people reading this feel the same way I do.’
Trish and CPRE are hosting a day of free events in Leominster on Friday 8 th July, to
celebrate our local river, understand its problems and explore what can be done to solve
them.
Corn Square market stall: The local citizen science water testing team will be talking
about what they do at the Friday market from 9am -12 noon, so look out for their table.
Leominster Priory lunch time concert: Join us from 12 noon - 1pm for a concert of music
and words to celebrate the River Lugg.
Grange Court, ‘Save the Lugg’ from 6.30pm – 9pm: an evening of information and debate
where speakers and audience discuss what is happening to the Lugg and explore the
reasons and solutions. All are welcome. Bar provided. Speakers will include:
 Helen Stace – Herefordshire Wildlife Trust – why our river is important
 Penelope Gane, lead solicitor for Fish Legal - making polluters pay
 Dr Alison Caffyn, Cardiff University - the proliferation of intensive poultry units in
Herefordshire
 Andrew McRobb, Herefordshire CPRE - citizen science water testing & data capture
There will also be a display of recent work by the Lugg Embroiderers at Grange Court.
Trish hopes that the day’s events will give everyone who lives close to the Lugg an
opportunity to learn more, celebrate and care for our local river. Save the date!!
Any questions about the events email: admin@cpreherefordshire.org.uk.

An exceptional memorial for a member of our community
Dave Berry lived at Philips Acre for nine years until his untimely death in 2021, working
for the railway for his entire working life. Nicola, his wife writes:
“Dave started on the railway straight from school in 1973 only a few days after his 16th
birthday and was a well respected signal engineer and much loved colleague until he very
sadly passed away unexpectedly in April 2021. On the 17th December 2021, Network
Rail at Coleham Depot in Shrewsbury named one of their 97303 locomotives in honour
of Dave in a special naming ceremony attended by myself, our sons, daughter-in-laws,
grandchildren and colleagues.
Myself and Matthew our youngest son had the honour of travelling on Dave’s train on
Friday, 13th May on its first private passenger rail trip from Shrewsbury to Pwllheli”.
See opposite page for photos.
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Dave and the 97303
locomotive named in his
honour. Thanks to Nicola
for the photos.

Left - all the way from Africa and
spotted on a doorstep in Bircher in
April. Thanks to Sue & Keith Smith
for sending it in - they wonder if it’s
a Willow Warbler or a Chiffchaff?
Above - thanks to Carol Clare for
this photo of ‘our yellow parish’ oil seed rape and a view towards
Bircher Common.
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Croft with Yarpole and Lucton
Parish Church Services - June & July 2022
Date

Service

Church

Time

Croft

9.30

Yarpole

9.30

JUNE
Sunday 5 June
Sunday 12 June

Holy Communion – Book of Common
Prayer
Holy Communion – Common Worship

Sunday 19 June

Holy Communion – Book of Common
Prayer

Yarpole

8.30

Sunday 26 June

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

10.30

Croft

9.30

Yarpole

9.30

Yarpole

8.30

Yarpole

9.30

Brimfield

10.30

JULY

Sunday 24 July

Holy Communion – Book of Common
Prayer
Holy Communion – Common Worship
Holy Communion – Book of Common
Prayer
Non-communion themed service

Sunday 31 July

Group Service

Sunday 3 July
Sunday 10 July
Sunday 17 July

Changes to the programme will be displayed on notice boards and
on the Community website
Anyone wishing to contact a priest please phone:
Rev. Matthew Burns on 01568 614399, matthew@jmburns.co.uk
For other information please phone: Priory Office 612124
Monday to Friday 9.30 – 1.00
Churchwarden Barbara Nurse (780637)

STOP PRESS!
Leominster Choral Society Summer Concert
Leominster Priory Church, June 11th 2022, 7.00pm.
Mendelssohn's "Hear my Prayer" (O for the Wings of a Dove!)
Brahms "Requiem" (sung in English)
Brahms "Geistliches Lied"
Organist Graham Eccles, Soprano Harriet Mountford, Baritone Jonathan Brown
Tickets £15 (students free) from Fletchers Newsagents, Broad St, & Tourist Info Centre.
More information at www.leominsterchoralsociety.org
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