Summer 2022 Internet Edition

Stop Press - Richard’s Castle
Soap Box Derby
On the 26th June Yarpole Men’s Shed Gravity Racer team successfully competed in the Richard’s Castle Soap Box Derby. There were 35
entries for the 4 wheel senior cart. The Men’s Shed achieved a combined speed of just over 2 minutes over 4 runs, the fastest of which
was 59 seconds.
The Richard’s Castle Soap Box Derby attracts competitors from far
and wide. The winner came from London, 2nd place from Hereford
and 3rd from Chippenham so it is commendable that the Yarpole
Men’s Shed cart finished in 16th position. We were narrowly beaten
by BRM, Yarpole but achieved faster times than teams from Ludlow
and Oreleton.
Our go cart which is named ‘The Yarpole Flyer’ will go on display in
Yarpole over the next week. The team wishes
to thank everyone who supported it in what was the first time it had
competed in the Richard’s Castle race.

Photographs by David Cheshire. Commissioned by Audrey Bott
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Don't miss out on what's happening!
To be added to the events mailing list, email: yarpoleevents@btinternet.com
Calling Facebook Users
To obtain Yarpole news on Facebook, search for
‘Yarpole Community’.
See what’s on! See what matters in Yarpole! Contribute to the page.
Like us and become a friend.
Stay in touch: Yarpole WhatsApp Group
Enjoy chatting and sharing photos with members of our community via the Yarpole
Whatsapp group. We now have almost 50 members!
To join this group, please send a message to:
Katie Daniels 07786515922 with your mobile number.
To send in articles and news items, please e-mail us at:
newsletter@yarpole.com
The deadline for all submissions is
THE 10th OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH
Advertisements
To place a commercial advert, please email us at the address above and we’ll send you
more information
Prices start at £5 for a ⅛ page ad, with discounts for multiple insertions
We also print small ads for parishioners for which we suggest that a small donation is left
in the yellow collection box in the shop
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Yarpole Men’s Shed Garage Sale
On the 24th of September there will be a fundraising garage sale in support of Yarpole Men’s Shed.
This will start at 10:30am and take place at 4 Brier
Croft. It will be an opportunity to learn about the
work of the Yarpole Shed and to view at close
range the gravity racer entered in the recent Richard’s Castle

Solace to the Soul

I took these photgraphs down by Pinsley Brook in ancient flower meadows there.
These flower meadows are now so rare, that I felt they were worthy of photographing. One with subject matter, and one in close up. These flowers have a brief
emergence and then disappear until the next year. Walking through them is solace
to the soul! They are best viewed via the internet version of the The Parishioner.
Carol Clare
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“The creation of a thousand forests

is in one acorn”

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Macmillan Cancer support
Join neighbours and friends at one or more of the forthcoming Macmillan Cancer
support fund raising events at Meadowcroft.
Saturday 9th July Cream tea 230-430pm
Wednesday 7th September Coffee and Cake 1030-1230pm.
Kate Griffiths

Police Community Support Officer meetings
Our local (Leominster) PCSO Steph Harper aims to visit the Cafe every 5 weeks on a
Wednesday at 11.00. Her next visit will be on the 13 July.
Pete Lloyd

Walking Group
We meet regularly on the 2nd Friday and 4th Sunday of every
month, normally at 10:30 by the church.
All are welcome to join our walks but please phone to check details
if you are not on the email list.
Contact: Viv and Brian 01568 782271 or on seiftonbatch@gmail.com
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What’s on at Croft Castle
Guided Butterfly Walk
Thursday 7 July, 2pm to 3.30pm
Join Croft Castle ranger volunteer and butterfly enthusiast, Deran, for a guided walk through the parkland at Croft, taking in part of the ‘Picturesque’ Fishpool Valley, the wood pasture and magnificent views across Herefordshire
and beyond. Discover how our butterfly transect is conducted, what species to
look out for at Croft and how we’re looking after the countryside to support
pollinators such as butterflies.
Sturdy footwear is recommended and there will be hills, natural paths and
uneven terrain. Not suitable for very young children. Please be aware that this
walk will not go ahead in bad weather.
£3 per person (normal admission charges apply)
To book, phone: 01568 780246.
Summer at Croft Castle
Friday 22 July to Sunday 4 September
Join us for some fun at Croft Castle during the summer holidays. Discover fun
activities to complete along the outside trail, which costs £2.50 and includes a
prize at the end.
Learn about the fascinating history of the Croft family in the castle and take
part in the free spotting trail.
Come out and play with games in the garden. Try your hand a cricket, throw
some quoits, or simply enjoy relaxing in the sunshine.
Best wishes,
Emilia Owen
(she/her)
Visitor Experience Assistant – Herefordshire
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Formerly known as "Mortimers Cross Inn". We have changed the name because we have
changed what we do!
Café - served between 10am - 3pm (Wed- Sun)
Farm shop
Antiques and
Crafts
Deli - a selection of quiches, pasties, pies,& cakes all cooked in our on-site kitchen
Whippy Ice Cream and Milkshakes
Garden Sales - a selection of plants and garden items on sale
We’re open from 9.45am to 6pm Wednesday to Saturday and 9.45am to 4pm Sunday.
10% discount off the full café menu for senior citizens
Seating area to cater for large bookings with specialised menu to suit.
The Goodwin Family - The Grange at Mortimers Cross, Mortimers Cross,

Celebrity Gardener Toby Buckland

Gardener, author and TV presenter
as seen on BBC’s Gardeners’ World and BBC’s Chelsea
Flower Show
Will be giving a talk entitled
Abundance and How to Have It
Tuesday 26th July 2022
Orleton Village Hall, 7:00 for 7:30pm
For tickets, £14 each, send a stamped addressed envelope and
cheque made payable to ODGC to:
ODGC c/o Tipperwhig, 4 Glover Road, Leominster, HR6
8SW
www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk
7

LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
Yarpole Community Theatre
Until the pandemic put a stop to everything, Yarpole Community Theatre was becoming a regular feature of the parish calendar. Now life is (we all hope) getting back to
normal, it’s time to think about our next production. Might you be interested in getting involved?
Our productions have endlessly expandable casts – nobody is turned away. If you’d
like to get involved in some way, whether that’s on stage or backstage, we’d love to
have you. If we can get enough people involved, our next production will be a stage
adaptation of the comic classic ‘Cold Comfort Farm’. Rehearsals will start in September, take a break over Christmas, and then start again in January. The performance
will take place in the church, probably in February.
Might you be interested in taking part in some way? No commitment at this stage –
we just need to know how many people might like to get involved. To register interest, please email Sue Russell on
peterandsuerussell@btinternet.com

Sue Russell

Thank You to Helen
Of all the people who work so hard to care for and support our community, no one
needs less introduction than Helen Coverley She has managed the cafe virtually
since the beginning, professionally, imaginatively and creatively. Even during the
lockdown she thought of ways to maintain the comradeship of the community. I
believe she does not mean to sever her interest in the project and indeed, I hope this
is so. We all owe her a debt of gratitude for the many years of effort she has put into
the cafe, from which we have all benefited. I am sure whoever takes over from you
will be glad to know that you will still be here to support them. Love and thanks
from us all.

Janet Chitham
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES

Can you spare a hour and a half a year?
Too much to ask?
We are very short of volunteers to mow the churchyard over the summer months. Many
of the volunteers are mid seventies or older and are in need of a rest! Would you be
prepared to help out by mowing the churchyard once over the summer?
The church has a new electric start mower (you usually need to bring some petrol), the
mowed path is well marked. With enough volunteers everyone can just do one session in
the year.
If you are interested and think that you can help,
please email Julian - yarpoleboy@gmail.com, or telephone: 780253.

Solace to the Soul
This edition is the last before the Summer break and provides a
record of the celebrations of our new Community Field and the
Platinum Jubilee. We are fortunate that there exists within our parish the energy and enterprise to plan and deliver such events. I am
sure you would want to join me in thanking all those whose hard
work enabled these achievements. The majority of the photographs that record them were taken by David Cheshire who must
be thanked for the recording life in Yarpole at the time of the Platinum Jubilee. Not all of the photographs, in the paper edition of The
Parishioner are reproduced in colour. For that you need to view the
internet version. I recommend that you do so.
Best wishes. Brian
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Mortimer Medical Practice - JUNE 2022
Patients Participation Group (PPG)
The Mortimer Medical Practice has recently had negative comments about the role of
the Physician Associate (PA) following the BBC Panorama broadcast last week. This
programme unfortunately was misleading and focused on a General Practice run by an
American company and appeared to be understaffed. The PA was new to the profession
and did not have the support of the GP’s and was clearly overwhelmed.
Our practice Physician Associate (PA) is Dave Harper. He supports the duty GP on a
Tuesday at Kingsland Surgery enabling the practice to meet demand for acute problems.
He sees patients face to face with a few telephone appointments in the afternoon. He
has the support of the GP as needed throughout the day. He was appointed by the North
and West Primary Care Network (N&WPCN) in February 2022 and has over 10 years’
experience which include A&E, Trauma Orthopaedics, Vascular, General Practice and
teaching new PA’s at University. Dave has really made a difference to the workload the
clinicians have on the Tuesdays.
A PA graduate who has undertaken postgraduate training and works under the supervision of a doctor. A PA is trained to perform a number of day to day tasks including:
Taking medical histories from patients
Performing physical examinations
Diagnosing illnesses
Seeing patients with long term chronic conditions
Performing diagnostic and therapeutic procedures
Analysing test results
Developing management plans
Providing health promotion and disease prevention advice for patients
Any questions or concerns you would like raised please contact:
Gilly Lloyd. 01568 780328

A Plea for Manure
Is there a kind horse owner out there who would be willing to donate some manure
(preferably from a horse) for use in the new nectar bed in the church yard? Well rotted
would be ideal as there will be less of a pong.
Please contact Lynn Ashton, lynnmargaretashton@gmail.com or Gill Humphrey,
gillhumphrey@btinternet.com
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YARPOLE COMMUNITY SHOP NEWS
AMM
AMM - stands for an ‘Automated Market Maker’ that provides liquidity to financial
markets or ……
A big thank you to all the members (shareholders), and others, who turned out to our
Annual Members Meeting and ensured we were not only comfortably quorate but also
able to share information on how the shop has been performing and the positives and
challenges of the last couple of years.
Comprehensive information on the finances, as ever, produced and shared by David
(Cheshire) for which many thanks.
The board was elected for the coming year and comprises David Cheshire, Alex Jenkins,
Toby & Lyndsay Slade, and Jon Pitts. The board is able to co-opt further members during
the year and will decide roles and responsibilities at it’s first business meeting to be held
in July.

There is a noticeable absence from this list as Andrew Praill has decided to stand down
this year after an excellent run as a board member and latterly as chair.
Andrew’s time as chair, of course, (short straws and all that), included the pandemic and
the remaining board, and I’m sure many others, would like to thank Andrew profusely for
his excellent stewardship through this difficult period as well as all the rest of his service.
Thanks Andrew - and enjoy the gardening!
Another notable absence is Rebecca Stanners. Rebecca has put in a prodigious amount of
work on a number of issues that the board has identified as needing improvement
including a marketing plan and a membership strategy. Again we are hugely grateful for
all that Rebecca has done, including as an active ‘front of shop’ volunteer.
We will greatly miss both Andrew and Rebecca on the board.
Strawberry time!
The summer return of Moorcourt Farm strawberries and raspberries to our shelves has
been welcomed and enjoyed by all.
Many customers have commented on just how delicious these berries are and their
exceptional taste has highlighted just how good these fruits can taste when grown
carefully for quality not quantity.
Moorcourt Farm is in Lyonshall, near Kington, and is a family run farm and business.
They have LEAF accreditation which is certification of sustainable farm practices. This
means their fruit has been grown in such a way as to prevent soil erosion and retain
nutrients as well as using any necessary energy in as efficient a manner as is possible.
From late July onwards Moorcourt Farm’s delicious juicy dark red cherries will be
coming into the shop as well - more summer treats ahead! We’ll be back with the
September issue but in the meantime have a great summer.
Jon Pitt
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SHOP AND POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday
Saturday
Sunday/Bank Holidays

Shop
Post Office
9am - 5pm
9am - 12noon
9am - 1pm
9am - 12noon
closed except for pre-ordered newspapers

Tel: 01568 780148 E-mail: yarpoleshop@mail.com Website: www.yarpole.com

Gallery Café, Saint Leonard’s, Yarpole
Opening times:
Monday - Wednesday & Saturday, 10.00 - 12:30
for drinks, homemade cakes & scones.
Thursday and Friday, 10.00 - 16:30
for lunch (to eat in or takeaway).

We have resumed our afternoon teas, comprising of dainty sandwiches, choice of cakes,
mini scones jam and cream, mini meringues, pot of tea or cup of coffee on Thursday
afternoons from 3pm. £8.50 per person. Please prebook by Wednesday morning.
Please check Yarpole Community Website, WhatsApp,
Yarpole Facebook page and the noticeboard for updated information.
Payment by cash and card
Contact details: email helenmcoverley@hotmail.co.uk.
Tel: (Café) 01 568 780594. (Home) 01568 780189, or in person in the café.
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Yarpole Parish Good Neighbour Scheme
Remember our volunteers are ready and waiting, offering, for example, lifts to health
related appointment or small tasks around the home or garden. Give us a ring, 07885
525776, and let us see what we can do.

Talk Community Hub
We are now calling Caring and Sharing The 4 Cs, which stands for coffee, cake, chat
and company. We meet at Yarpole Parish Hall, usually on the 4th Friday of the month,
but you will see that this time we had needed to move it on a week.
We have had two successful meetings so far. Rose who was due to be with us on 27
May couldn’t be with us but will be at our next meeting on Friday 1 July at 11.00 when
we will be able to experience Tai Chi sitting down! Instead, Pam Blythe showed us her
exquisite needlework fashioned when she was a student.
The 4Cs is a friendly environment to meet others socially; especially, people who are
alone, or who are looking after someone who is frail, or someone who because of their
condition cannot easily get out and about. We can provide transport if required.
We welcome anyone who would enjoy a convivial company for an hour or so.
The following session will be on Friday 29 July.
Avis, Val and Barbara

Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor, microwave or Aga professionally

Colin Hadley
01885 400337 07817 477850

Email: colinhadley@ovenwizards.com
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Church Matters
June was a month of two weddings and two funerals. On
Saturday 11th Victoria married Mark. Though they live in
Ross they are well known to the worshipping community.
They have been attending services for some time ahead of
their wedding day. Twice it had to be postponed, but, as the
saying goes third time lucky. One of the highlights was their Labrador delivering the
wedding rings to the best man. (Vicki did not know he would be there!)
On 13 June we said our farewell to Margaret Taylor who lived with her husband
Norman in Welshman’s Lane, adjacent to Bircher Common. They both were well
known in the village as are their daughter Nancy and her husband Barrie. The church
was adorned with photographs of Margaret and Norman through the years. The service was emotional and enhanced by the Birchpole choir singing a beautiful rendition
of Shubert’s My Lord is my Shepherd.

Camilla Moreland, another well known person in the village, marries Luke on 25th.
June. Camilla now lives in Wigmore, but her mother is resident in Yarpole. We wish
them every happiness.
The second funeral, on 30th is for Mr Steventon whose wife was laid to rest in the
burial ground. I believe that at some time they lived in Green Lane Crescent.
Joy and sadness intermingled, our prayers are with them
“Take it easy, don’t rush things. Half-year is gone, but hey, welcome, June.”
“Hello, June! Be a month of peace and love.”
“June is the gateway to summer.” – Jean Hersey
“June suns, you cannot store them.” – A.E. Housman
God Bless Barbara Nurse

Air Dried Logs
High Quality
Delivered by Truck
To place an order, contact;
Peter Merriman
01568 780414
Or peter.merriman@sky.com

3 luxury self-catering cottages just minutes
from
the
beach
at
Saundersfoot,
Pembrokeshire.
www.holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
stay@holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
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FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
SEASONED HARD & SOFT WOOD AVAILABLE

Delivered in 1.0 cubic metre bags
FREE local delivery
Reliable friendly service
Call Steve Mantle

07980 775838

01568 615565 (Evenings)

OAK TREE FUNERAL SERVICES
Independent Family Funeral Directors
With Chapel of Rest at Leominster Cemetery

24 Hour Contact Tel: 01568 250030
Email: oaktreefuneralservices1@gmail.com
www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk
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H.W.S. PEST CONTROL
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED AND LICENSED
• RATS
• WASPS
• BEES
• FLIES
• MOLES

• MICE
• HORNETS
• FLEAS
• CLOTHES MOTHS
• WOODWORM

TELEPHONE: 01544 231509 / 07818 034301
EMAIL: ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk
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PARISH HALL
Summer 2022
Programme for Summer 2022
Regular Weekly Activities
Monday

Zumba

6.00 - 7.00 pm

Yoga

7.30 - 8.30 pm

Tuesday

Tai Chi

9.30 - 10.30 am

Wednesday

Tai Chi

10.00 - 11.00 am

Art (last session on 13th July)

2.00 - 4.30 pm

Thursday

Pilates

10.45 - 11.45 am

Friday

Bowls

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Community Hub (1st & 22nd
July)

10.00-12 noon

Library (last Friday of the month) 10.00-12 noon

To make a booking please contact Sue Carpenter
01568 780371 / carpentersue57@gmail.com
Or go to www.yarpole.com
and click on ‘Church & Parish Hall Bookings’ to book online.

Stacey Gardner Foot Health

DAWN

MCFHP MAFHP

Mobile Hairdresser

Registered with the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Foot care in your own home.

Hairdressing
for all the family
Fully qualified

Routine foot care £25, appointments cover:
toenail trimming, corns, callus, fungal infections,
cracked heel care, diabetic foot care.
Please allow up to 1 hour for appointments.

Dawn Goodwin

01568 770387
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Please call 01568 368306 or 07540566871
For further information visit
www.sgfoothealth.co.uk

PARISH HALL
Summer 2022

Parish Hall Library
From May 2022 the Parish Hall library will open on the fourth
Friday of each month, whilst the Community Hub meeting is
taking place at the hall. Although the library has been open every
Friday since mid-March, there has not been enough interest to
continue opening it every Friday. Gill Brace and Eileen Minton will continue to open the
library on the fourth Friday of each month (10 am to 12 midday).
We look forward to seeing you then.

THE BIG VILLAGE COOKOUT.
SATURDAY 23rd JULY. 7PM.
Come on down to Yarpole Parish Hall for an evening of great food, great music and
great company . Have your fill of Hereford sirloin steak or chicken (+ V options)
accompanied by a range of spuds and salads, plus a
yummy pud. Bring your dancin’ shoes and work off your
meal with a boogie to the best music from the 60’s and
70’s. Tickets are just £12.50 and are limited to 60 people.
Available from Graham Whitlock (782346) or Jill Grant
(780250) or email whitlockgraham@gmail.com to reserve

Thank You
A big thank you to everyone who supported our village Jubilee event on Saturday 4th
June – those of you who donated tombola and raffle prizes, all those people who
helped beforehand and on the day, and most importantly, everyone who came along to
the community field. It was great to see so many people during the afternoon and especially lots of children and dogs! There was a lovely atmosphere on the field with everyone seeming to enjoy themselves and what a lovely opportunity to bring our community together after all the lockdowns etc. The weather seemed a bit touch and go to start
with, but then brightened up and out everyone came! That was the first event on our
new community field and hopefully will be the start of exciting things to come.
Once again many thanks for all your support.
Jill Grant, on behalf of
Yarpole Group Parish Council & Yarpole Parish Hall Committee.
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Yarpole Group Parish Council News
8 members of public were welcomed to the meeting on 7 June.
The 2021/22 annual accounts and governance statements were
approved at the meeting, and the Period of Public Rights to inspect the accounts were
agreed, between 14 June to 23 July. You can find all the relevant documents on the
finance page of the Parish Council website. As income for the year was over £25,000 the
accounts will be sent to P K F Littlejohn for external audit.
The Parish Council resolved to object to planning application P221565/F for a
development of 3 dwellings on land adjacent to Forge Cottage, Leys Lane.
The layout of the Community Field was re-considered, and it was agreed to alter the
location of the car park to a position which does not involve major ground works, as these
could prove costly. The plan is to locate it by the north boundary, on your left as you
drive through the gate.
Mowing was also discussed, and Cllr Holder was thanked
wholeheartedly for maintaining the field in recent years. The Parish Council will arrange
for it to be mown, most likely once a month (during the growing season) until the field is
developed after which the mowing regime will be changed.
Platinum Jubilee celebrations across the Parishes.
Cllr Trotter confirmed the Jubilee celebrations in Lucton, including a bring-your-own
picnic, presentations of Jubilee mugs to children of the Parish and planting of a
commemorative tree, had been enjoyed by all. The events were well supported, and
thanks were recorded to the Lucton Jubilee Committee for making the celebrations such a
success.
In Yarpole, a Jubilee picnic in the Community Field had been arranged by the Parish
Council/Parish Hall. The Chairman, Cllr Middleton, expressed thanks to all those who
helped organise and run the event, with especial thanks to the event co-ordinator who
worked tirelessly preparing and promoting the picnic. Approximately 150 people
attended, and it was agreed it was a resounding success. Volunteers are too numerous to
list, but thanks were also recorded to the individuals who produced cream teas and Jubilee
trifles and who provided essential electrical power to the site.
Upcoming meeting dates are Tuesday 5 July and 6 September 7.30pm at the Parish Hall.
No scheduled meeting takes place in August. Residents are encouraged to attend and may
speak at the start of the meeting during Public Participation. Time is limited to a total of
20 minutes, and individuals are asked not to speak for more than 5 minutes.
Please sign up for news and to receive copies of the Agenda on the Parish Council website
yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk
Mrs Maggie Brown, Clerk. 07398 222 310
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200 Club
The winning numbers for June were:
104 £50, 45 £20, 19 £15, 134 £15, 51 £10, 200 £10
Thank you for all your support with the 200 Club and to everyone who has signed
up ready for the new year. We are still collecting subscriptions if you would like to
renew your membership and haven’t already done so, or if you would like to take
out a new subscription to join us we would be very pleased to hear from you. Subscriptions are just £12 for the year, with a prize draw each month. You can pay by
BACS – sort code 40-28-13, Account no. 81438298, Yarpole Village Hall Management, or by cheque or cash. If it’s cheque or cash you will still see some collection
points around the village or you can drop it into Rowena in the Post office in an
envelope with your name, address and if possible an email, for us to get back to
you as soon as possible.
Your subscriptions will really help support the running of your Parish Hall post
Covid, and remember, 50% of all money collected is given back each month in
Prizes.
Thank you very much and good luck with the future draws.

Can you help please?
Yarpole Parish Hall management committee urgently needs a new
Treasurer as soon as possible. Jane has been our treasurer for the past
five years & has done a fantastic job, but now feels it’s time to step
down from the role. She is very happy to support anyone taking on the
position & will pass on all her expertise & guidance to help somebody
get started.
The committee is a very friendly group of people who meet approximately every three months & we are always pleased to see new members.
If you think you might be able to help us & would like to find out more
about it, please contact Jill Grant (Chair) on 01568 780250 or email:
jill13.grant@gmail.com for an initial chat.
Look forward to hearing from you.
Jill Grant
21
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God’s Acre

Diocese of Hereford
June 2022

Last year during Love your Burial Ground week in June we ran a citizen science week
where over 4,000 people joined in by sending us records of what they had seen in their
local churchyard, cemetery, or other types of burial ground. Over 17,000 wildlife
records were submitted, and most are now available to see on the National
Biodiversity Atlas (NBN) – the UK’s largest biodiversity database.
The top three birds recorded were a blackbird, robin and woodpigeon, the top three
trees were Yew, Sycamore and Hawthorn and the top three insects were Bumblebee,
Honeybee and Hoverfly.
June this year (Sat 4th –Sun 12th) sees another weeklong celebration of burial grounds
together with the ‘Churches Count on Nature’ initiative which is jointly run by us, A
Rocha UK, the Church of England and the Church in Wales. We would love to know
what wildlife you see during this week. To make it easier to send in records we have
now registered on iNaturalist which is simple to use and allows you to take a photo on
your phone, upload it to the system and get instant help with identification if needed.
Anything you record using
iNaturalist will go through to our
Beautiful Burial Ground Atlas
on the NBN - building the picture
of just how important burial grounds are for wildlife. Beware though it can be quite
addictive - I am always wanting to pop into a churchyard or cemetery while passing just to put a few more records on the list!
For more information on using iNaturalist and other ways to submit your wildlife
sightings, please visit the Caring for God's Acre website webpage. We would love you
to join in!
Andrea Gilpin Email: andrea@cfga.org.uk
Website: www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk Individuals and groups in the diocese receive
a 20%
members
discount
on all CfGA
materials.
Use the
discount
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Croft with Yarpole and Lucton

Parish Church Services
July and August 2022

Date
July

Service

Sunday 3 July

Holy Communion –Book of Common
Prayer
Holy Communion - Common
Worship
Holy Communion - Book of Common
Prayer
Non communion themed service
Group Service

Sunday 10 July
Sunday 17 July
Sunday 24 July
Sunday 31 July
AUGUST
Sunday 7 August
Sunday 14 August
Sunday 21 August
Sunday 28 August

Holy Communion – Book of
Common Prayer
Holy Communion –
Common Worship
Holy Communion – Book of
Common Prayer
Non-communion themed service

Church

Time

Croft

9.30

Yarpole

9.30

Yarpole
Yarpole
Brimfield

8.30
9.30
10.30

Croft

9.30

Yarpole

9.30

Yarpole
Yarpole

8.30
9.30

For September Services see Page 36

The Curious Gardener - A holiday romance

It’s often a mistake to fall in love with a plant you see when you’re on holiday. Chances are that it won’t like
the conditions you’ve got at home, and that glorious plant that you drooled over in France or Italy will linger
miserably in your garden, before dying a lonely death far from its native haunts. But just occasionally a holiday
love-affair turns into a happy long-term relationship, and that’s exactly what happened when we returned from
a holiday in Cornwall proudly clutching a Scilla peruviana.
If you’ve not seen this plant before, imagine a bulb that looks a bit like an Agapanthus, but with huge, coneshaped flower-heads each containing several dozen buds. These open in a ring from the outside of the head
inwards, producing a starburst effect of the deepest, richest blue. The display goes on for weeks at a time, and,
if you’ve got the heart to cut them, the stems give a terrific show in a vase.
In spite of its name, Scilla peruviana doesn’t come from Peru: it’s a native of the Mediterranean, and it’s supposed to like well-drained soil and baking sunshine. Nevertheless, it took to our heavy clay with enthusiasm
and soon grew from a single bulb to a fat, healthy clump, rivalling those that we had admired on holiday. The
books say that it has a period of dormancy in mid-summer, but I’m guessing that’s to ride out times of drought.
In our climate the strappy foliage is virtually evergreen, and it ‘makes’ satisfyingly quickly. This is one holiday
romance that had a happy ending.
Sue Russell
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Orleton and District Gardening Club

.

On 22 May Orleton and District Gardening Club held its annual plant

sale at Orleton Village Hall carpark. The outdoor venue made for a
relaxed and convivial atmosphere. Teas were served inside the hall and a tool sharpening
service was offered. ODGC would like to thank all those who donated plants, set up and
sold plants and prepared and dispensed refreshments. Above all a big thank you to all the
visitors who made the afternoon a huge success.
On 31st May the club welcomed Timothy Walker. Timothy became director of The
Oxford Botanic Gardens in 1988 and was head of the gardens until 2014. On arriving he
had no particular interest in euphorbias but over the 26 years developed an interest which
became an obsession!
Euphorbias are a very large and diverse group of plants found on every continent except
Antarctica!
We have wild euphorbias (spurge) in our local woods and many of us have Poinsettias at
home at Christmas which is also a euphorbia. There are over 2,000 species with many
different forms ranging from tiny annual plants to some perennials reaching 25 feet high
(7.5m), over 1,300 are considered succulents. Due to the diversity of habitat, through
divergent evolution, they have grown to resemble many other plants such as cacti in hot
arid climates.
They all have toxic sap, which is thought to give the plant its name. Euphorbius was a
physician to King Juba II of Numidia and used the sap to treat warts among other things.
The sap is particularly toxic to fish and is used in parts of Africa for fishing as it kills fish
very quickly when introduced to the water.
The fruits always contain three seeds and are dispersed by explosive capsule and by ants
moving the seed. In cultivation they are often best propagated by seed or cuttings but
never by root division.
Being such a varied species, they can be used in many ways in the garden and can even
provide autumn colour. Due to the amazing diversity of forms, size and habit there is one
for nearly every position or garden.
On Tuesday 26th July, celebrity gardener Toby Buckland, as seen on BBC2’s Gardeners’
World, will be giving a talk entitled ‘Abundance and How To Have It’. 7.00pm for
7.30pm at Orleton Village Hall. Tickets £14. For more information please visit
www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk.
Ghislaine Arundale and Nick Russell

Old St Peter’s

St Leonard’s
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St Michael
& All Angels

The Courtyard relaunch Dementia Friendly Screenings
01432 340555
The Courtyard is delighted to have relaunched its programme of Dementia Friendly Screenings.
The Courtyard’s Dementia Friendly films will be shown in the new Nell Gwynne studio, set up
with tables and chairs. The lights will be dimmed and the sound a little quieter for a dementia
friendly experience. Tickets cost £5 and include tea and biscuits. Accompanying carers can
attend for free and doors will open 30 minutes prior to the film starting to allow a gentle arrival.
Kicking off the season is a Dementia Friendly Screening of 1939 classic, The Wizard of Oz (U)
on Friday 15 July at 2pm. In this charming film based on the popular L. Frank Baum stories,
Dorothy and her dog Toto are caught in a tornado’s path and somehow end up in the land of Oz.
Here she meets some memorable friends and foes in her journey to meet the Wizard of Oz who
everyone says can help her return home and possibly grant her new friends their goals of a brain,
heart and courage.
Next up is On The Town (U) on Friday 14 October at 2pm, sailors (played by Gene Kelly,
Frank Sinatra and Jules Munshin) have a 24-hour shore leave to see the sights and things get
especially exciting when those sights include some beautiful women (Ann Miller, Betty Garrett
and Vera-Ellen).

Finally, is a screening of White Christmas (U) on Friday 16 December at 2pm. In this festive
film, Irving Berlin’s songs and dances are performed by two happy couples who discover that
love, romance, and a Christmas Eve snowfall make everyone’s dreams come true. The
Courtyard was the first arts venue in the UK to join the Dementia Action Alliance and are
committed to ensuring people living with dementia and their carers feel comfortable and safe to
visit, and that they feel supported to take part in things that are important to them.
All Courtyard staff receive dementia awareness training to help them understand the needs of
people living with dementia. The monthly Dementia Friends Information Sessions, delivered by
The Courtyard are available for the public to book onto, free of charge.
The Courtyard’s Dementia Friendly Screenings are kindly supported by Hereford City Rotary
and BFI Film Hub Midlands.
Tickets for all The Courtyard’s Dementia Friendly Screenings can be booked online at
courtyard.org.uk or via Box Office on 01432 340555.

Victoria Allen Funeral Services
8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire
SY8 1ND
01584 879035
Email: vafs@btinternet.com
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk
An Independent Family Business
All Areas Covered, 24 Hour Service

27

Donations towards newsletter costs

Donations can be made in the following ways:
By post, cheques made out to Yarpole PCC, to Adam Scott, Undercroft, Green Lane,
Yarpole, HR6 0BJ.
• Handed in at the shop in an envelope marked Adam Scott (cash or cheque).
• By bank transfer - please email newsletter@yarpole.com for information.
• Cash in the collection tin in the shop
There is a slip below which you could use to accompany donations. Many thanks.
•

Name
Address
Phone number
Email address
Amount

£5 / Other amount £……………

Scilla peruviana
See The Curious
Gardener Page 25 The Curious Gardener A holiday romance
Best viewed via the
internet.

Legal advice
with real life
understanding

Hereford 01432 353481
Leominster 01568 616333
Hay on Wye 01497 820312
www.gabbs.biz
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Need a building surveyor?

City & Guilds
Qualified
dog groomer
in Yarpole

• Structural surveys/costings
• Architectural drawing
• Planning permissions
• Listed building consents
• Building regs applications

Caring and professional

Particular sympathy for older properties

Barrie Morgan MRICS MCIOB
01568 780 761

Timberworld Products Ltd
Manufacturers of quality
timber buildings
Garages, Carports. Stables, Field shelters
Sheds, Workshops, Offices,
Summerhouses, Gazebos, Pergola, Club
houses, Dog kennels and Log stores.
www.timberworldproducts.com

01568 708549
ALAN JONES TREE SURGERY

OLD FASHIONED GARDENER
SHAUN YAPP
48, Mortimer Drive, Orleton, Ludlow SY8 4JW
Tel 01568 780929
Mobile 07876197770
WEEDING
LAWN MOWING
PRUNING
STRIMMING
FLOWERBED EDGING

SPECIALIST TREE CARE AND ADVICE
All aspects of tree work
• Fully insured
• Honest, trustworthy &
reliable
• Follow us on Facebook
•

alanjonestreesurgery@gmail.com
01544 260448 - 07817 066316
Website - alanjonestreesurgery.com

HEDGE CUTTING

Chimney Sweep

ICS Trained & fully insured
Cowls, log stores
Painting, gutters
property maintenance

Reliable, trustworthy, local lady providing:
• End of tenancy
• Residential cleaning
• Commercial cleaning • Holiday let
• Domestic services

Tel: 01568 780417
Mob: 07837 935 102

Free estimates, flexible hours to suit your needs

Clare Evans 07733194057
cmecleaningservices@outlook.com
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LOCAL LEGAL ADVICE

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
Worcestershire
WR15 8BW
Tel: 01584 810575
Fax: 01584 811759
post@norrismiles.co.uk
www.norrisandmiles.co.uk

•

Property sale and purchase

•

Property building and other
disputes

•

Wills and Powers of Attorney

•

Administration of Estates and
Tax Planning

•

Business and farm sale, purchase and Tenancies

•

Prenups and Cohabitation
Agreements

•

Divorce, separation, finance
and children
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The Day I had Lunch with the Editor of Vogue
I have to confess that I don’t follow fashion slavishly – oh alright, at all – but those who
do will recognise that something which was fashionable for a few weeks 15 years ago
(flares, shoulder pads, high heels, low heels) will come round again for another month or
so if you wait long enough. This is because the rag trade has to make lots of money for
its CEOs and shareholders – if not for the poor souls who actually make the clothes – and
therefore needs publicity by the yard. Glossy mags and weekend supplements need (as
well as money) something to fill their pages, especially photographs of the wacky outfits
that models are required to parade for a living. The two money-making concerns are
made for each other. The actual contents of fashion columns are irrelevant; just so long
as they’re different from last week, everybody’s happy.
But plainly Alex Shulman (not long in the Editor’s chair at the time, and retired last year
I believe) was not inviting me to lunch to size me up to write a column about gentlemen’s
couture, much less offering me a modelling contract. She was looking for a restaurant
correspondent. Which of us suggested the Connaught I can’t remember, but it was a
strange choice because it is a defiantly starchy place in a nose-bleedingly expensive part
of London, decked out at the time like a wood-panelled Mayfair Club, complete with
chafing dishes, trolleys, and silver-lidded domes concealing pink ribs of beef and legs of
lamb, all wheeled round, carved and flambéd by experienced old troupers. Today (as I
write) they will happily sell you a Taste of Spring menu for £185 (with various
supplements, eg £75 for caviar with langoustine), plus matching wines (amounting to
around a half bottle in total) for a further £550. That’s per head. So perhaps not best for a
first date. Although this was not a date, I hasten to add. It was, as our parliamentarians
would no doubt dismiss it, just another ‘work event.’
I can’t remember what we ate or drank, but I went home afterwards, wrote it up as if it
were a column for the mag, and waited expectantly. I wasn’t disappointed not to get the
job – I had enough other columns to pay the bills – and although it might have been
another good shop window (every column you write is a shop window, you never know
who may read it and offer you a job on the strength of it. Just saying) imagine if I’d had
to keep going to London for office parties and Vogue shindigs: I would have had to spend
all my earnings on new clothes and shoes, just to get past the bouncer. I’d have been
crying myself to sleep at the expense.
Anyway, I’ve never seen Alex Shulman since. Nor have I ever read Vogue, so I don’t
know who got the job.

Jim Ainsworth
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Platinum Jubilee Supper

Christine and Viv would like to thank everyone who helped us make our supper an enjoyable evening. Particular thanks need to go to Sue Russell, Kate Gilbert, Graham and
Lynn Whitlock, Joan Waters, Eileen Minton, Hetty Scott, Anna and Robert Morley,
David Cheshire, Brian Mitchell and Steve Hart.
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The Mortimer Community Benefit Society AGM
Thursday 1st September
The Agenda is published below. We need as many shareholders as possible to
attend the AGM.
Much has happened since last year and we are now looking forward to Iain Dixon
making his mark on the Bell at Yarpole and taking us forward on our journey to
have a successful and profitable pub at the heart of Yarpole.
The minutes of last years AGM are available to read on the website www.themortimercbs.org under Membership in Documents.
If anyone would like to join the Board of management we are
always in need of willing and concientous volunteers. Please
complete the form on the website in Documents.
If you have any items that you would like discussed please email
us at themortimercbs@gmail.com at least a week before the
AGM.
Please don’t forget that it always possible to purchase shares via
the MCBS website.
The Mortimer Community Benefit Society ltd AGM.
The Annual General Meeting will be held
on Thursday, 1st September
at 7.00pm at Yarpole Parish Hall.

Apologies.

Agenda:

Minutes of the last AGM held on 8th December 2021.

Chairman’s Report.
Treasurer’s Report.
Approval of Kendall Wadley as auditors.
Election of Board Members.
Please stay on after the meeting and have a glass of wine or soft drink and
chat to Board members.
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CREATING A BUZZ ABOUT THE HONEYBEE
Hi! Let me introduce myself. My name is Meriet and 18 months ago I moved into
the village of Yarpole. I can be found on alternate Tuesday mornings volunteering in
The Village Shop and often spotted, when the sun is shining, around the perimeters of
my neighbours front gardens photographing honeybees! Why? Because I’m passionate about the honeybees, I’m a beekeeper and now I appear to be an apprentice journalist… what fun! I shall be taking you on a regular adventure with my honeybees
and you’ll get to know more fascinating facts about them and all the work that goes in
to producing the wonderful honey that’s available at The Village Shop! Without further ado, let’s talk about May.
Honeybees swarm during May and June. It’s an essential
process in the life of a honeybee as it’s a colony’s natural
method of propagation. They swarm - either because the
hive is overcrowded - or they want a new queen; the old one
isn’t laying as much as she should. About half of the worker
bees take off with the old queen, leaving the remaining half
in the hive with a new queen. It can take the bees some time
to find a new suitable home, so they’ll rest on shrubs or hang
from tree branches while the ‘scout bees’ go off looking for a
more secure location. They only swarm once a season so
they have to get it right. Their future depends on it. That’s
where you come in… if you see a swarm, google your local
beekeeping association and they will send someone out who will come and take the
bees away to a safe place. If you leave them they are vulnerable to predators, weather
conditions and all sorts so they really do need to be looked after. If you would like to
find out more about the honeybees and swarming in May visit:
www.mdthequeenbee.co.uk/blog

Back Yard Wild Flower Meadow—Lynn Ashton.
I prepared and sowed the wild flower meadow during first lockdown. The seeds were a mixture of native grasses and wildflowers which were harvested from the Highgrove meadows. The
meadow is cut down in the Autumn, when the plants have seeded, the cuttings are spread across the lawn and left for a week
for the seed to fall. Many of the perennial seeds require Winter
cold to germinate. The lawn is then cut as normal until the following March, when the wild flowers start to appear. Thereafter
the only mowing required is access pathways. In the picture you
may be able to see yellow rattle, field buttercup, ox-eye daisy,
ragged robin and native grasses. As the season progresses there
will be meadow cranesbill, wild carrot and other umbellifers. I
am hoping to see orchids one of these days.

Lynn Ashton
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Croft with Yarpole and Lucton

Parish Church Services
September 2022
For July and August Services see Page 25
Date

Service

Church

Time

Sunday 4 September

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Croft

9.30

Sunday 11 September

Holy Communion – Common Worship

Yarpole

9.30

Sunday 18 September

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Yarpole

8.30

Sunday 25 September

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

9.30

SEPTEMBER

Changes to the programme will be displayed on notice boards and on the Community website
Anyone wishing to contact a priest please phone:
Rev. Matthew Burns on 01568 614399, matthew@jmburns.co.uk
For other information please phone: Priory Office 612124
Monday to Friday 9.30 – 1.00
Churchwarden Barbara Nurse (780637)
Foxgloves on Bircher Common. Photographs by Adam Scott. Commissioned by John Hargreaves
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