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Stay in touch: Yarpole WhatsApp Group
Enjoy chatting and sharing photos with members of our community via the
Yarpole Whatsapp group. We now have 60 members!
To join this group, please send a message to:
Katie Daniels 07786515922 with your mobile number.

Calling Facebook Users
To obtain Yarpole news on Facebook, search for ‘Yarpole
Community’.
See what’s on! See what matters in Yarpole! Contribute to the page. Like us and become
a friend.

Don't miss out on what's happening!
To be added to the events mailing list, email:
yarpoleevents@btinternet.com

Flicks and Food - Yarpole Parish Hall October 8th - see page 4 for more information.
Thanks to Adam Scott for the photo of Croft Church on the front page. Read about the
completed work on the cupula on page 18 and see page 39 for a close-up photo of it.
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Welcome to a bumper edition of the newsletter after our month off. We have 40 pages of
articles and notices of local interest, including 8 ‘what’s on’ pages! A number of new
people have moved to the village since the last edition (and earlier in the year) and the
newsletter team would like to welcome you. We hope you are settling in happily and
finding The Parishioner useful for information about what Yarpole has to offer. Do come
out and support our events, and maybe in time you would consider getting involved as our
caring and active community needs many volunteers to support everything that we do.
We’d like to thank Lynn Aston for her many years of delivering The Parishioner in the
centre of the village. Lynn has decided to retire and we are looking for someone who could
take over her round. Please see page 14 for more information .
We have a new advert this month on page 27 from The Hut Maker - a new business based
in Luston which makes shepherd huts.
This month’s edition marks my 10th anniversary as newsletter editor! I joined the team
early in 2012 with a big L plate on my back, and with a great deal of support from
Marianne who was then the other editor, I finally felt confident to do the September one
on my own. I still enjoy it very much, but of course I don’t want to hog the editor’s chair,
so if anyone would like to take over as joint editor, please do get in touch.
Hetty

To send in articles and news items, please e-mail us at:

newsletter@yarpole.com
Or leave in the box at the shop

The deadline for all submissions is

THE 10th OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH
There is no newsletter in January or August

To place a commercial advert, please email us at the
address above and we’ll send you more information
Prices start at £5 for a ⅛ page ad, with discounts for multiple insertions

We also print small ads for parishioners for which we suggest that
a small donation is left in the yellow collection box in the shop
3
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The Big Village Quiz and BBQ
Sat 10th September at the Parish hall.
The big quiz returns to Yarpole Parish Hall on Sept 10th with all the usual
fun and nonsense that entails.
Feed the ol’ grey matter with a fine pre-quiz burger or hot dog (proven to
make you even smarter*) V options are also available.
BBQ items on sale from just £3 from 6:15pm. Quiz starts at 7pm.
See the enclosed flyer or call Graham Whitlock on 782346 for more info or to book your place
*Said nobody ever

An evening of pure magic!
October 1st 2022 7:30 PM
St Leonard's Church
Be baffled, bemused and entertained in the company of
magician Jack Dent. This promises to be an amazing show
and is suitable for all ages.
Tickets cost £10 for adults and £3 for children, to include
nibbles. For more information, contact Sue Russell on
churchbookings@btinternet.com. To book tickets, either
sign the list in the church or visit www.wegottickets.com.
Our 2nd event has taken place and we have
smashed our target of £2,500! We had a
glorious summer’s afternoon spent eating
scones and drinking tea with neighbours, friends
and new acquaintances. This event raised £625
raised including many generous donations
before the day. The current total is £2,967.
There is still one more event at Meadowcroft before I partake in the Wye Valley
mighty hike marathon. This last event is coffee and cake on Wednesday
September 7th at 10.30-12.30. All welcome.
Kate Griffiths - kateandrew64@btinternet.com, 780360.
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Tuesday Talking in the Church
2nd and 4th Tuesdays each month: 7.45 for 1 hour: St
Leonard’s Church.
We have spent the last 6 weeks considering the
representation of God in Art and the discussions have
roamed far and wide but always interesting.
From September we shall be considering key elements of St. James’
writings. Open to all of deep faith, any faith, no faith, everyone welcome.
Rose Jenkins

New Evening Pilates Class..........
Whether you are interested in trying Pilates or thinking about
returning, it’s perfect for improving postural alignment, balance and
both muscular strength, and flexibility.
I am a very experienced and fully qualified Pilates Instructor, holding
both level 3&4 diploma qualifications and I have been teaching locally
for over 7 years.
Pilates is a low impact form of exercise and therefore suitable for all ages and abilities.
However, if you have a specific spinal pathology, an injury or health condition that you
think may affect your ability to exercise I would ask you to contact me first to discuss
these before you begin. My email address is jane.lawrence5@btinternet.com.
I’d be delighted if you decide to come along to re-discover Pilates or are simply curious
to try it for the first time.
Starting Tuesday 6th September , 6-7p.m at Yarpole Parish Hall. £7 per session, simply
pay as you go. Please do bring your own mat.
Hope to see you there......
Jane

Yarpole Men’s Shed Garage Sale
On the 24th of September there will be a fundraising
garage sale in support of Yarpole Men’s Shed. This
will start at 10:30am and take place at 4 Brier Croft. It
will be an opportunity to learn about the work of the
Yarpole Shed and to view at close range the gravity
racer entered in the recent Richard’s Castle
5

W

W

on
’t s
ha

ha
t’s

on

Flicks and Food

Saturday 8th October
Flicks in the sticks returns to Yarpole Parish Hall this autumn with the
brilliant Jim Broadbent and Helen Mirren in

The Duke (12A):
In 1961, Kempton Bunton, a 60 year old taxi driver, stole Goya's portrait of the
Duke of Wellington from the National Gallery in London. He sent ransom notes
saying that he would return the painting on condition that the government invested
more in care for the elderly. What happened next became the stuff of legend. An
uplifting true story about a good man who set out to change the world and
managed to save his marriage.

To add to the evening, we are now offering a food option for you to preorder, starting with a hearty chilli con carne and jacket potato (vegetarian
chilli also available).
Food @ £7 from 6:30pm.
Film @ £5 starts 7:30pm
To book your meal or seats, please ring
Jill on 780250 or Graham on 07495 437359
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Our local (Leominster) PCSO Steph Harper aims to visit the
Cafe every 5 weeks on a Wednesday at 11.00.
Her next visit will, all being well, be on Wednesday
September 21st in the Cafe at 11 a.m. Join her for a coffee
and chat.
Pete Lloyd

Walking Group
We meet regularly on the 2nd Friday and 4th Sunday of every
month, normally at 10:30 by the church.
Friday September 9th and Sunday September 25th.
All are welcome to join our walks but please phone to check details if you are not
on the email list.
Contact: Viv and Brian 782271 or seiftonbatch@gmail.com

Christmas just round the corner…
Many interesting & Unique Gifts for the all your family & friends.
Pre-order our amazing large quiches, cheesecakes for get-together’s.
Have a group you want to take out for Christmas? Enquirer about our Christmas group
menu. Bookings taken for groups over 5 people. Groups of all sizes & dietary needs
catered for.
Open 9.45 until 5.30 Wed - Sun closed Mon - Tue
Café - served between 10am - 3pm (Wed- Sun)
Farm shop
Antiques and Crafts
Deli
Whippy Ice Cream and Milkshakes
Garden Sales
The Grange at Mortimers Cross, Kingsland HR6 9PD ~ 01568 709212 ~
mortimersgrange@outlook.com
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Yarpole Computer Café
Would you like some friendly free help to use your
computer, tablet or mobile phone?

The Gallery Café, Yarpole
Runs weekly on Thursdays
2.30pm - 5.30pm
Set up your device
Set up an email account
Set up and use Facebook
Make a call on Zoom or Facetime
Online grocery shopping
Keeping safe online (security)
And much more!

Call us on 0800 008 6077
to join us or find out more
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In the autumn we will be running two sessions of the Hereford Heartstart “Emergency Life
Support course.” The course covers how to initially deal with several life-threatening
emergencies – including choking, bleeding, heart attacks, unconsciousness, CPR and we
will also demonstrate how to use the two public access defibrillators we have in Yarpole.
This course teaches practical and easy-to-learn skills that really can save a life. The course
involves some practical work and it is recommended you wear comfortable clothes
including covered legs. The course does not involve any testing.
Some of you may have done this type of course before but if you have then you are still
welcome to come. It is always good to refresh and update these important skills.
It is strongly recommended that all volunteers who work and run events in the Parish Hall
and/or the Church, (including shop and café) attend a session. These are where public
events are run and also where the defibrillators are located and are therefore are most
likely to be needed and used.
The sessions will be run at the Parish Hall in Yarpole on:
Saturday 29th October from 2 to 5 pm
Saturday 12rd November from 2 to 5 pm
The numbers on each course will be limited to 24 people so that everyone will have
adequate support and supervision whilst practising these skills. These places must be prebooked.
To book a place please email Tony Kinsey on tonykinsey2222@gmail.com Bookings will
be accepted from September 9 th onwards. Please leave the following information:
Your name
The date of the course you want to do
Your contact telephone number (landline if possible)
Your place will be confirmed. If the courses become full we will start a waiting list and
another course may be able to be organised.
The courses will include light refreshments and are free of charge – although if anyone
wants to donate (towards defib and training equipment maintenance costs) this will be
appreciated.
Any queries about the course please contact Tony Kinsey (after 9 th September) on 01568
780849.
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GREY WOLF GIG
at Cedar Hall, Dilwyn
On Saturday 1st October, we are delighted to
welcome Grey Wolf, a four piece band with
their own brand of American Old Tyme Music.
All four members join in with vocals and harmonies accompanied by their own
multi-instrumental playing on banjo, guitar, fiddle, double bass, mandolin and
dulcimer.
They are well known on the local scene and have appeared on radio, in folk
clubs and festivals.
We hope that you will come along and support this event.
Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start.
Cabaret seating. Bring your own bottle!
Tickets £10 in advance please or on the door (subject to availability)
Ruth Davies on 07791907912 or email: ruthdavies2010@gmail.com

The Arts Society Teme Valley
It is a long time since I was a student, but I can still remember the joy of
understanding a new thing explained by a capable and knowledgeable
lecturer –ah nostalgia!
So I was delighted to find the Arts Society Teme Valley. At the lectures, monthly from
September to May or June, a skilled and knowledgeable lecturer talks with enthusiasm
about their chosen arts related subject. You can enjoy listening with no need to take notes.
Subjects vary from Breugel to the architecture of Venice and post war British cinema.
You will find leaflets in your local library or better still look at the website
www.theartssocietytemevalley.org.uk
Membership costs £48 for the year and has additional benefits as well as entry to lectures.
You are welcome to try a lecture as a visitor paying £8 at the door. Lectures are in the
Assembly Rooms in Ludlow.
The first lecture which lasts roughly one hour starts at 2.15pm on Wed 21 September. Its
title is “The Sahara as Palimpsest: a cultural history of the world’s greatest desert.”
I looked up the word palimpsest in my dictionary - “a manuscript on which later writing
has been written over the effaced original writing.”
Cake and tea or coffee, and chat is available after the lecture. I am old, but members and
visitors of any age and all educational backgrounds are very welcome.
Ann Marriott
10
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Coffee Morning
The Haywain, Lyde Arundel,
Nr. Hereford HR4 7SL
By kind invitation of Lydia and Tomáš Alexovi
Thursday 13th October 2022
From 10am 'til 12 noon
Cakes, Preserves and Produce Stall. Raffle.No entry fee - donations
welcomed
Ample parking - please use entrance off A4110
If you're unable to attend but would like to make a donation, please send
cheques payable to HHCT
c/o Mrs Sue Burleigh, Stansbatch House, Stansbatch, Leominster,
Herefordshire
HR6 9LG - tel.01544 267368

Grand Craft Fair
Orleton Village Hall
10th September
Noon until 5.00pm

Woodcrafts, Needlecrafts, Jewellery, Artwork,
Papercraft, Rural Crafts and many more.
Free Admission
Refreshments available
A few tables still available for stall holders, contact
01568 780583 for details

LUDLOW MALE VOICE CHOIR

Gala Concert
Saturday 1st October, 7.30pm, St George’s Church Orleton
Tickets £10, complementary wine/soft drinks & nibbles
Advance tickets from Orleton shop, or call 01568 782321
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
Margaret Taylor’s Funeral
Monday 13th of June, 1.30pm - people already filling the church and many still outside in
the sunshine greeting friends and chatting. Will there be room for everybody? Are there
enough seats for well over a hundred bums? Friendly familiar faces everywhere - tears
well up in my eyes and there's a lump in my throat. I try to greet so many friends as I
wobble to my seat but the angels are there before me guiding and helping me along. But
who are the angels? You can't have a 'do' like this without angels. Then Margaret arrives can't see her but I know she's there - I hope she's comfortable under those lovely flowers.
Pity she can't see them. My dear friend Linda delivers her comforting reading followed by
my two granddaughters' rendition of the eulogy which provokes a few giggles. They seem
quite angelic but I can't see any wings or halos. The Birchpoles sing their contribution
'The Lord is my Shepherd' by Schubert - angels come in all shapes sizes and voices!
We all then had a crack at 'Love Divine' to the angelic Welsh tune 'Blaenwern' - living
where we do we must not forget the Welsh angels! Matthew concluded with the
Committal followed by the recessional music of the 'The Mikado Overture' which had
nothing to do with angels at all! But wait - suddenly the Yarpole Special Lovely Angelic
Team (Y SPLAT) winged their way down from the Gallery to resuscitate the flagging
congregation in their hour of need with gallons of tea and heaps of food. Everybody went
home rejoicing. That's how it should be! God bless you all.
Norman
Seriously - a heartfelt thank-you from the Taylor/Morgan tribe for the help and kindness
of you - the Angels of Yarpole and all of you who emptied your pockets to the tune of
£800. The collection will be divided equally between Retinitis UK,
Parkinsons UK, Guide Dogs for the Blind and St. Leonard’s.

I would like to thank every one in Yarpole who helped make
my daughter Camilla's wedding on 25th. June so memorable.
With many thanks
Sandra Moreland
‘Lockley’, Yarpole.
Is there anyone around who would be able to clean my
holiday let and set it up ready for guests, generally on
Thursdays?
It’s a one bedroom, self-contained apartment on Bircher
Common. I always leave days between guests and air it well.
Phone Wendy on 0792 3311550 or email appleloftuk@gmail.com if you’re
interested.
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
Yarpole Community Theatre
Our next production, an adaptation of the comedy classic 'Cold
Comfort Farm', will soon get under way, provided we get enough
people wanting to take part. Auditions will take place this month
(September), but don't be frightened at the thought - our auditions
are very friendly, and everybody who wants a part will have one. We will perform the
play on 10/11/12 February 2023.
All ages and all levels of experience/inexperience are welcome. If you would like to take
part in any way, either on stage or backstage, please contact Sue Russell now on
peterandsuerussell@btinternet.com

Book Club
Are there any keen readers in the area who would be interested in joining me to start up
our own book club? My name is Andrea and I have been living in Lucton for about 18
months now with my husband, Peter, and our two Rough Collies. With Autumn
approaching and no Covid restrictions limiting us, it seems a perfect time to start one up.
I envisage a monthly meeting, possibly in the evening, either in the village hall or at one
another’s homes. I have been in touch with the library and sets of books can be borrowed
from them. I don’t anticipate anything too heavy, just a chance to explore new books and
chat about them.
If you are interested, please drop me a line at merricafall@yahoo.co.uk.
Thank you. Andrea

Save money & make friends……..……with UPLIFT
Sound too good to be true? This offer is genuine.
As fuel costs rise we all need to be mindful of the journeys we make. However if we
could share more journeys then that’s a win-win for everyone. You can save fuel and be
sociable at the same time.
There is now a village whatsapp group called “UPLIFT” where you can advertise
journeys you are going to make or ask for a lift. That way we share journeys and meet
new people into the mix.
It might take a while to really get going but the sooner you sign up the sooner we all get
moving. To join in send a text message to Katie Daniels on 07786515922. If you don’t
yet use whatsapp but are happy to learn, send her an email – ktd2561@gmail.com .
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTICES
New distributor for The Parishioner
As mentioned in the editorial, we are looking for a new
distributor who could take over Lynn Ashton’s round at the
centre of the village. The round takes Lynn less than half an
hour, 10 times a year, to deliver to approximately 20 houses
in the patch.
Lynn will of course provide instruction on which houses are in the round.
Anyone who would be willing to take this on should contact Josie
Woodfield , 780280, jswoodfield@gmail.com
If nobody comes forward, the newsletters for households in Lynn’s round
will be placed in the church for collection from there.
Thank you
The Newsletter Team

Carpet shampoo offer
Due to an error in ordering we have a surplus of 3 -5 litre
containers of :Carpet Shampoo Spring Bloom Fragrance.
Available free for collection from:-

Carpet
Shampoo

Collins, Yarpole House, tel:- 780 510.

Stacey Gardner Foot Health

DAWN

MCFHP MAFHP

Mobile Hairdresser

Registered with the British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Foot care in your own home.

Hairdressing
for all the family
Fully qualified

Routine foot care £25, appointments cover:
toenail trimming, corns, callus, fungal infections,
cracked heel care, diabetic foot care.
Please allow up to 1 hour for appointments.

Dawn Goodwin

01568 770387
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Please call 01568 368306 or 07540566871
For further information visit
www.sgfoothealth.co.uk
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YARPOLE COMMUNITY SHOP NEWS
September 2022
As we continue to support small, and local producers we are really pleased
to now be stocking Cheddar Cheese from the Grass Roots Dairy in
conjunction with Proper Good Milk - whose fresh organic milk in the
returnable bottles has proved so popular.
Using organic milk from Proper Good - who are based in Church Stretton
- the cheddar is made in Wyke in Somerset as at present this is the only
place that can process the milk for them to make the cheddar.
The result is that we have Somerset Cheddar made with local milk - a winning
combination!
Wyke are renowned for both their dairy and farming practice as well as their
manufacturing methods. Their energy is produced from both solar and biogas - and so
efficient is their process that the surplus is used to power homes nearby. Their cheese is
also therefore made with 100% green energy which is impressive.
Initial feedback from customers is that it is "much tastier" and also that both the pack size
and price is more appealing. Available in mild, mature and extra mature this is definitely
worth a try!

SHOP AND POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday
Saturday
Sunday/Bank Holidays

Shop
Post Office
9am - 5pm
9am - 12noon
9am - 1pm
9am - 12noon
closed except for pre-ordered newspapers

Tel: 01568 780148
E-mail: yarpoleshop@mail.com
Website: www.yarpole.com
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Gallery Café, Saint Leonard’s, Yarpole
Welcome to the café, with a few changes! Helen has stood down
as Manager after looking after us since the Café opened; she has
done an amazing job, thank you so much Helen. Hopefully, we
will still see Helen as a volunteer, when she has had a break.
My name is Anna Morley and I will be looking after the Café for the immediate future;
please do come and say hello and see the separate article on page 19 about volunteering,
both in the café and as a home cook. We look forward to welcoming you to the team!
Opening times:
Monday - Wednesday & Saturday 10.00 - 12:30 for drinks, homemade cakes & scones.
Thursday and Friday 10.00 - 16:30 for light lunch (to eat in or takeaway).
We have resumed our afternoon teas, comprising of dainty sandwiches, choice of cakes,
mini scones jam and cream, mini meringues, pot of tea or cup of coffee on Thursday
afternoons from 3pm. £8.50 per person. Please pre-book by Wednesday morning.
Please check Yarpole Community Website, WhatsApp, Yarpole Facebook page and the
noticeboard for updated information.
Payment by cash and card
Contact details: robanna.morley@btinternet.com
Tel: (Café) 01568 780594. (Mobile) 07803 899972 or in person in the café..
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CHURCH MATTERS
September 2022
September, with the promise of Autumn, is upon us. Although that suggests life
nearing an end (think of Autumn Leaves, and September Song, popular songs of
some decades ago).
For me, with my birthday and wedding anniversary both in September, it a marking of time,
a chance to reflect on what has passed, take a deep breath and look forward. I’m sure you
can remember the excitement and mixed emotions of beginning a new school year. After
the quiet time of August we have to pick up pace for the new season.
“All the months are crude experiments, out of which the perfect September is made.” –
Virginia Woolf
“Life is beautiful in July, gorgeous in August, and cheerful in September. Thank you,
God!”
St Michaels and All Angels Croft
Do, when you are wandering around the Croft Estate, pop along to the church to see the
restoration work that has been done on the cupula. After years of fundraising, frustrations
and disappointments and with the help of so
many individual and bodies who have donated
money and at the cost of over £100,000, the
project has been finished on time and in budget!
Phew!!
In the next edition I hope to have a longer article
celebrating the project’s completion.
God Bless
Barbara Nurse

Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor, microwave or Aga professionally

Colin Hadley
01885 400337 07817 477850

Email: colinhadley@ovenwizards.com
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News from the Gallery Café
At the end of August Helen, our very long-standing
Café Manager, retired. Helen has been an absolute
treasure: her kindness, good humour and endless
patience are very special, and she’s going to be hugely
missed. Thank you, Helen, for all you’ve done for us.
Earlier this year we placed adverts to recruit a new
Manager. Unfortunately, we didn’t feel that any of the
applicants were quite right. However, we were
approached by Anna Morley who was interested in the
job but whose personal circumstances prevented her
from committing permanently just yet. Anna has very kindly offered to take on the role of
Café Manager as a volunteer on a temporary basis, to be reviewed when her future is more
settled. Thank you, Anna.
Some of our amazing Café Volunteers have also decided to hang up their aprons, so we
are now looking for some new recruits – see the advert below. We need some volunteer
home cooks as well. If you’re interested do please get in touch with Anna, whose contact
details are below, to find out more.

Café volunteers and home cooks needed
The Gallery Café is at the heart of the community, offering a warm welcome and a
friendly face as well as delectable treats. We’re looking for some more volunteers to join
our team:
Café volunteers greet and serve customers. They make sure that the café is an attractive
place to visit and that every visitor feels welcome. Volunteering in the café is a great way
to meet people and make new friends, as well as offering a crucial service to our
community.
Home cooks make the food served in the café, both sweet and savoury. The menu is
decided in consultation with the Café Manager, and all expenses are reimbursed. Cordon
Bleu skills aren’t needed! If you enjoy cooking cakes, soups or other simple dishes this
could be an opportunity for you.
To find out more about volunteering in the Gallery Café or as a home cook, please contact
Anna Morley on robanna.morley@btinternet.com

Legal advice
with real life
understanding
Hereford 01432 353481
Leominster 01568 616333
Hay on Wye 01497 820312
www.gabbs.biz
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OAK TREE FUNERAL SERVICES
Independent Family Funeral Directors
With Chapel of Rest at Leominster Cemetery

24 Hour Contact Tel: 01568 250030
Email: oaktreefuneralservices1@gmail.com
www.oaktreefuneralservices.co.uk
20

H.W.S. PEST CONTROL
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED AND LICENSED
• RATS
• WASPS
• BEES
• FLIES
• MOLES

• MICE
• HORNETS
• FLEAS
• CLOTHES MOTHS
• WOODWORM

TELEPHONE: 01544 231509 / 07818 034301
EMAIL: ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk
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PARISH HALL
September 2022
Programme for September 2022
Regular Weekly Activities
Mondays

Zumba

6.00 - 7.00 pm

Yoga

7.30 - 8.30 pm

Tai Chi

9.30 - 10.30 am

Pilates

6.00 - 7.00 pm

Tai Chi

10.00 - 11.00 am

Art (restarts 14th)

2.00 - 4.30 pm

Thursdays

Pilates

10.45 - 11.45 am

Fridays

Bowls

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Tuesdays
Wednesdays

Other Events in September
Thursday 1st

MCBS AGM

7.00 pm start

Tuesday 6th

Parish Council meeting

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Friday 9th

Mothers’ Union study day

9.30 - 3.30 pm

Saturday 10th

Quiz & BBQ night

6.15 pm start

To make a booking please contact Sue Carpenter
01568 780371 / carpentersue57@gmail.com
Or go to www.yarpole.com
and click on ‘Church & Parish Hall Bookings’ to book online.

Parish Hall Library
Don’t forget that the parish hall library is open in the fourth Friday of
each month from 10 am to 12 midday).
We look forward to seeing you then.
Gill Brace and Eileen Minton
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PARISH HALL
September 2022
The winning numbers for July were :125 £50, 104 £20, 124 £10, 66 £10.
And for August:51 £50, 133 £20, 27 £10, 129 £10.
Thank you for supporting your parish hall, and good luck in the next draw.
/

Pete Lloyd

Yarpole Parish Hall urgently needs a Treasurer
Could this be you?
Without a Treasurer the Parish Hall cannot function. We urgently need someone to
join our friendly committee to take on this role as soon as possible please.
You don’t need lots of experience as Jane, our current Treasurer, is happy to support
anyone new & will pass on all her expertise & guidance to help you get started.
Everything is all set up & ready for somebody to take it over.
If you think you might be able to help, please contact Jill, our Chair, on 01568 780250 or
email: jill13.grant@gmail.com for an informal chat, just to find out a little more about the
role before making any decisions.
The Parish Hall is an important part of the community & is well used for regular classes
& private functions, but cannot continue without a Treasurer. We meet approximately
every three months, so nothing too onerous!
Look forward to hearing from anyone who thinks they might be able to help us please.
The Parish Hall Committee
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Yarpole Group Parish Council News
At the meeting in July, two volunteers came forward to fill the Footpaths
Officer vacancy. They were warmly welcomed by the Parish Council
and thanked for coming forward. If you have concerns about any public
rights of way, please submit them to the Clerk who will pass them on.
The Parish Council responded to one aspect of The Herefordshire Local Plan 2021-2041
Place Shaping Consultation, the Rural Areas Section 1, selecting 1b to be its preference.
Option 1b indicates housing will be distributed through the most sustainable settlements by
Housing Market Area. Yarpole is not included in this list.
Work on the Community Field continues, planning application P220931/F is being
considered by the Planning Authority. Quotes for various aspects of the development are
being sought, in the hope that permission will be granted soon. Herefordshire Community
Foundation has kindly agreed a second extension, to the end of December, for using the
£10,000 grant for play equipment.
Parish Councillors were exasperated, frustrated, angered, and disappointed to reach the
conclusion that there seemed to be no way to persuade the National Trust to keep open
pedestrian access to Croft Castle via the 'exit route'. After consulting with The Open Spaces
Society and the Ramblers' Association from whom we received the advice that we were
unlikely to achieve our desired aim even with legal representation and action we have made
the decision not to continue our efforts. So, despite individuals' letters of complaint and the
Parish Council's discussions, consultations, and arguments about open access over the years
all has resulted in abject failure. Sorry!
News in brief:
 It was agreed the railings around Lucton War Memorial are to be painted.
 Bench at junction of Green Lane and Croft Crescent has been removed as it was unsafe.
Balfour Beatty arranged this, for which they are applauded.
 A second bench, at the junction of Green Lane and Brook Lane, is to be renovated.
 The Parish Council supported new plans for Planning Application P214309/F Land at
Brook House Farm for the proposed erection of six dwellings and associated works.
 Balfour Beatty has been asked to clear gullies in the region of Red Oak, and near the
chicken sheds on Yarpole Lane.
 A ‘Welcome to Yarpole’ sign is being purchased replacing one that was stolen.
 Appropriate positions for signs warning of pedestrians on Green Lane are being checked.
 Mirrors to aid visibility at the junction of Green Lane and B4362 are being investigated.
 Balfour Beatty has been asked to carry out safety checks at the junction of Croft Lane and
the B4362, opposite the exit from Croft Castle, as it is considered dangerous.
 Concern that a new gateway on the B4362 cannot be seen when driving from Bircher on
the B4362 travelling towards Orleton has been raised with Planning Enforcement, and
Balfour Beatty.
Residents are encouraged to attend Parish Council meetings and may speak at the start of
the meeting during Public Participation. Upcoming meeting dates Tuesday 6 September, 4
October, and 1 November, all at 7.30pm at the Parish Hall. Please sign up on the Parish
Council website to receive news and the Agenda. yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Mrs Maggie Brown, Clerk. clerk@yarpolegroupparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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Mortimer Community Benefit Society
The Bell at Yarpole
The Mortimer Community Benefit Society will hold its AGM in September. The
Agenda is published below. We need as many shareholders as possible to attend the
AGM.
Much has happened since last year and we are now looking forward to Iain Dixon
making his mark on the Bell at Yarpole and taking us forward on our journey to have a
successful and profitable pub at the heart of Yarpole.
The old leaking flat roof at the back of the pub over the toilets and kitchen area has been
renewed. The committee have received a £20,000.00 grant from the Postcode Lottery to
replace all the failing wooden single glazed windows at the Bell with doubled glazed
UVPC windows. This work is likely to take place in the autumn.
The minutes of last years AGM are available to
www.themortimercbs.org under Membership in Documents.

read

on

the

website

Two Board Members are retiring this year which leaves the Board rather short of
members. If any shareholder would like to join the Committee we are in need of willing
and concientous volunteers. Please complete the on-line form on the website in
Documents.
If you have any items that you would like discussed please email us at
themortimercbs@gmail.com at least a week before the AGM.
Please don’t forget that it always possible to purchase shares via the MCBS website.

The Mortimer Community Benefit Society ltd AGM.
The Annual General Meeting will be held
on Thursday, 1st September
at 7.00pm at Yarpole Parish Hall.

Agenda:
 Apologies.
 Minutes of the last AGM held on 8th December 2021.
 Chairman’s Report.
 Treasurer’s Report.
 Approval of Kendall Wadley as auditors.
 Special Items for Approval.
 Election of Board Members.
Please stay on after the meeting and have a glass of wine or soft drink and
chat to Board members.
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MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE
Patients’ Participation Group (PPG) September 2022
A great many people are asking why music is being played at the doctors surgery. This is
the explanation from Fiona Harper the Practice Manager which hopefully clarifies the
situation. Following a serious incident and possible confidentiality breech it has been
necessary to mitigate any future risk. Kingsland and Orleton Surgeries are older in design
and did not consider this when built. Leintwardine Surgery has the reception area behind
reception and away from clinical rooms so less risk. A tried and tested method throughout
the country is playing music in communal areas. We purchased the necessary licences and
have introduced this to the two surgeries mentioned. We do understand that not all the
music genre is to individual taste and we cannot suit everyone. We try and opt where a
signal is possible to play a local station as others including Radio 2 and Classic FM have
attracted a lot of negative feedback.
Flu and Covid updates
The surgery is embarking on delivering their own Flu and Covid booster vaccinations this
Autumn. The clinics will be set up the first 3 Saturdays in October for the over 65’s and
clinically at risk patients (this will be dependant on delivery of stock). Patients will
receive a letter inviting them to book an appointment if they fall into this cohort. At the
time of booking, patients will be asked if they require the Covid booster so the practice
can ensure they have enough stock. The Government have added the over 50’s to this
year’s cohort and that service should be later in October so those eligible will be sent out
invitations to book an appointment. Fiona wanted to emphasise that this year the Practice
are not operating a walk-in clinic. It is appointment only and appointment times need
to be adhered to. This is to aid waiting times for patients and congestion on local
roads and carparks.
If anyone has any concerns or issues they wish me to discuss at the PPG meetings please
contact me. All discussions are anonymous. Diane Lee 01544387685
Gilly Lloyd 01568 780328 gillymi.lloyd@yahoo.com

The Bell is now serving bar snacks in the evening as well as lunchtime. Go to:
https://ww.thebellatyarpole.co.uk/ to see the current menus.
Opening hours are:
Wednesday to Saturday: open 12-11pm, Food served 12-2pm and 6-9pm.
Sunday: open 12-6pm, Food served 12-4pm. We are closed on Mondays and Tuesdays.
Bookings:
dine@thebellatyarpole.co.uk
or phone 01568 780515.
We look forward to welcoming you.
Iain and The Bell team
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Yarpole Parish Good
Neighbour Scheme
Remember our volunteers are ready and waiting,
offering, for example, lifts to health related
appointment or small tasks around the home or
garden. Give us a ring, 07885 525776, and let us see
what we can do.

Talk Community Hub
The 4Cs, which stands for coffee, cake, chat and company is going from strength
to strength. We meet on the 4th Friday of each month at the Parish Hall in Green
Lane from 11.00 to 12.00.
The 4Cs offers a friendly environment to meet others socially, especially if your
circumstances make it difficult for you to get out to meet others.
There is a real buzz round the hall during the sessions. We try to make time for
an activity of some kind. Recently people brought along and talked about
something that was significant for them.
We also would like to introduce you to the Hereford Community Directory, and
on-line resource where you can find out all sorts about what is available. Jane or
Barbara can help you find your way around.
Dates for your diary:
Fridays at 11.00: September 23rd, October 28th, November
25th
We welcome anyone who would enjoy a convivial company for
an hour or so.
Avis, Val and Barbara

Victoria Allen Funeral Services
8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire
SY8 1ND
01584 879035
Email: vafs@btinternet.com
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk
An Independent Family Business
All Areas Covered, 24 Hour Service
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Yarpole Talk
Community

Diocese of Hereford
September 2022
As we watch without much edification the final weeks of the contest for the leadership of
the Conservative Party and observe the confrontational nature of the discourse it strikes
me that this is a violent way to choose a leader. As I watch the playing out of events at
Lambeth and in Ukraine and as I follow online commentary and dispute on all manner of
things from The Commonwealth Games to the Women’s football team and the latest
garment espoused by the latest celebrity it strikes me that verbal violence is endemic. In
almost every sphere, often sadly including the church, there is more rancour than unity,
more vehemence than graciousness, more arguing than listening. We do verbal violence
to each other almost as a matter of course. Sometimes it is the verbal equivalent of a load
of thugs setting upon their victim and beating the holy carp out of him in broad daylight.
Sometimes it is slow undercover poison, administered to destroy with sly violence
someone’s reputation.
We need to learn how to speak with courage and integrity-dare one say with Godly
wisdom? The Book of Proverbs teaches “sagacious discourse” and well it might, for such
discourse sustains the community. Whenever speech loses its integrity, so also do the
relationships that uphold the community. Ask Boris. Or Kier Starmer.
Proverbs 15 has much to say on the subject. The very opening verse says “a soft answer
turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” A soft answer might not be ‘nice’ but
it will always be devoid of moralistic judgements and accusations and will be humanising.
It seeks not to threaten or blame but to restore connection. Those who blast others with
red hot anger deepen division to everyone’s detriment. Moral outrage threatens
relationships when it is allowed free reign. Those who listen to themselves, notice their
anger and transform it into passionate care are likely to diffuse tension and foster
connection.
Proverbs 15: gives us another tip. Wise speech is honest and accurate and shares
knowledge with others. The best teachers communicate truth and cultivate morality. They
exude honesty and accuracy.
We tell a lot of lies in the church- often to protect people’s feelings. Lying, gossip, flattery
and slander are all identified in Proverbs as negative. Intentionally obscuring the truth is
an act that stems from disdain. Flattery is a form of lying. It is deceptive in its intent.
Gossip may be accurate but it is spoken out of turn, inappropriately and without care and
so fails to contribute to others’ wellbeing. Slander aims to hurt directly; a little whisper,
sowing seeds of doubt about someone’s character, destroying their reputation is folly.
Speaking before listening, sharing information without consideration of its impact,
interrupting are all lethal and erode relationships and even erects barriers between us.
Our need for sagacious discourse is acute. Think of the venom spewed on line, the ad
hominem attacks made on individuals by news crews, the malicious slandering of political
opponents and the rapidity with which we vilify those who disagree with us and who we
then label as enemies. Proverbs has a lot to teach us about speaking with wisdom and
compassion today. Why not read it and then try to apply it? I’ll be trying it too.
Dean Sarah
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ORLETON AND DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB

On 26 July Orleton and District Gardening Club were delighted to welcome Toby
Buckland, gardening writer and presenter, our celebrity speaker for 2022 to give a talk
entitled Abundance and How to Have it.
Garden designers, Toby said, rely on combining soft and spiky textures as the basis for
making gardens attractive all year round – but visual, not tactile, texture. For example,
pheasant grass has a spiky outline but is soft to the touch; conversely gorse feels spiny but
has a soft outline. Combining plants with different foliage textures creates a feeling of
luxuriance.
Using plants from the opposite end of the colour spectrum is a useful design tool, yellow
and blue for example. Purple acts as a frame for paler colours, white Astrantia contrasts
well with Sambucus Black Lace. Plants are designed to live in communities where
contrast occurs naturally.
Growing prolific self seeders is an effortless way of achieving abundance. Purple Atriplex
and bronze Fennel form useful contrast in ornamental and vegetable garden alike and self
seed readily. The seeds of Cyclamen hederifolium are helpfully transported by ants.
Planting a wildflower meadow creates a feeling of abundance as well as being beneficial
to pollinators.
Gardeners can take advantage of a longer growing season by growing more late season
plants such as Persicaria, Rudbeckia, Asters, Dahlias and Tithonias. At the other end of
the gardening year Toby advocates growing the earliest varieties of bulbs to bring the
garden to life. As he pointed out, even weeds look good in May! Containers can be used
to create a tapestry of plants, Toby is particularly fond of Heucheras with their varied and
contrasting colours.
Toby warned that he might digress from his topic and digress he did! We learned about a
cough linctus derived from simmering red slugs in sugar and growing barley in an
allotment which would have resulted in beer at £500 a pint!
A very engaging speaker, Toby’s blend of humour and information ensured that the club
enjoyed an instructive and highly entertaining evening.
On Tuesday 27th September, Mary Fenton, photographer and gardener, will be giving a
talk illustrated with her photographs entitled ‘The Wonder of Trees’. Doors open 7.15pm
for 8pm start. Non-members welcome at £2.50 per person inc. tea/coffee.
For more information about our programme of events and the club, please visit our
website at www.orletongardeningclub.co.uk or come along to the next event.
Membership is just £12.50 per year (Jan – Dec) and we normally meet from 7.15pm on
the last Tuesday of the month.
Ghislaine Arundale.
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Need a building surveyor?

City & Guilds
Qualified
dog groomer
in Yarpole

 Structural surveys/costings
 Architectural drawing
 Planning permissions
 Listed building consents
 Building regs applications

Caring and professional

Particular sympathy for older properties

Barrie Morgan MRICS MCIOB
01568 780 761

Timberworld Products Ltd
Manufacturers of quality
timber buildings
Garages, Carports. Stables, Field shelters
Sheds, Workshops, Offices,
Summerhouses, Gazebos, Pergola, Club
houses, Dog kennels and Log stores.
www.timberworldproducts.com

01568 708549
ALAN JONES TREE SURGERY

OLD FASHIONED GARDENER
SHAUN YAPP
48, Mortimer Drive, Orleton, Ludlow SY8 4JW
Tel 01568 780929
Mobile 07876197770
WEEDING
LAWN MOWING
PRUNING
STRIMMING
FLOWERBED EDGING

SPECIALIST TREE CARE AND ADVICE
All aspects of tree work
 Fully insured
 Honest, trustworthy &
reliable
 Follow us on Facebook


alanjonestreesurgery@gmail.com
01544 260448 - 07817 066316
Website - alanjonestreesurgery.com

HEDGE CUTTING

Chimney Sweep

ICS Trained & fully insured
Cowls, log stores
Painting, gutters
property maintenance

Reliable, trustworthy, local lady providing:
 End of tenancy
 Residential cleaning
 Commercial cleaning  Holiday let
 Domestic services

Tel: 01568 780417
Mob: 07837 935 102

Free estimates, flexible hours to suit your needs

Clare Evans 07733194057
cmecleaningservices@outlook.com
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LOCAL LEGAL ADVICE

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
Worcestershire
WR15 8BW
Tel: 01584 810575
Fax: 01584 811759
post@norrismiles.co.uk
www.norrisandmiles.co.uk



Property sale and purchase



Property building and other
disputes



Wills and Powers of Attorney



Administration of Estates and
Tax Planning



Business and farm sale, purchase and Tenancies



Prenups and Cohabitation
Agreements



Divorce, separation, finance
and children
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The Bell Tower - compiled by Ian Mortimer (2009)
This is the first in what we hope will be a series of occasional articles, by Ian Mortimer,
about aspects of local history.
The Yarpole Bell Tower is one
of the oldest surviving timber
structures in Britain. It is one of
a group of four timber bell
towers in this area, in
Pembridge,
Mamble
and
Knighton-on-Teme; of these
Yarpole is the most complete
and is thought to be the oldest,
having
been
dated
by
dendrochronology to a precise
date - the winter of 1195/96.
The tower is made of four massive oak posts, framed together, each formed from a single
slightly curved tree, squared into shape by axes, the marks of which can still be seen. The
timbers are 9.2m (30ft) long and 0.75m (2ft 6ins) wide at the base; the dendrochronology
samples showed that they came from trees which were more than 200 years old when they
were felled.
It is interesting to speculate how the tower might have been erected. We don’t know how
this was done, but any theories have to take into account the difficulty of raising these
huge timbers and stabilising them in a sufficiently controlled manner for the various joints
to be fitted together.
Sometime around the middle of the 14th century the tops of the main timbers were
extended by 3.1m (7’) by scarf jointing with timbers with felling dates from 1322-1366,
which form the upper stage of the tower. These are framed together and would probably
have supported a medieval bell frame, with the bells hung for chiming. The horizontal
boards, with the quatrefoil decoration visible at the top of the tower, belong to this period;
for it was at this time (the middle of the 14 th century) that the skirt wall which forms a
square enclosure, was built using material which had been reclaimed from the old Saxon
church which would have been demolished when the present church was built.
The six-planked door with its diagonal bracing on the inside, which had also been
reclaimed from a previous use, together with the thickness of the walls and the iron bars in
the windows would have made the building impregnable - giving rise to the suggestion
that the Bell Tower was used as the Parish Armoury.
The bell frame, designed for full circle ringing, at the top of the tower, dates from the late
16th or early 17th century, and today carries three bells. The first bell is a mid 15 th century
treble, cast at Gloucester foundry; the second was cast in 1605. The third, tenor, bell is
dated 1652. Having fallen into disrepair in the 1960s, the bells were restored in 1996 and
are ‘dead hung’ and ‘chimed’ regularly for church services, thus carrying on an 800 year
tradition.
In 1790, the original, taller spire was reduced in height and the current weathercock was
installed.
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In 1864, as part of the major restoration of the church, when the north aisle was added, the
tower was modified to provide for storage and a meeting room.
Facing the back of the door is a remnant of the Victorian matchboard panelling which was
fixed between the main timbers to provide storage space between it and the walls for,
amongst other items, the coke for the church furnace. The central space contained within
the panelling was a small meeting room. The original cobbled floor, still present round the
edges, was replaced by early Victorian encaustic tiles which had been removed from the
chancel as part of the restoration.
In 1910, major restoration work on the oak framework (obvious as ‘new wood’) was
carried out at a cost of £75.
In the spring of 2004, the Victorian panelling was removed thus allowing this magnificent
wooden structure to be properly viewed.
Dr Ian Mortimer lived in our village for many years and many local residents know him
well. For those who don’t, he was a keen member of Yarpole’s Living History Group.
conducted a great deal of research into aspects of local history and produced many
articles. Ian has now left the village and is living in residential care nearby. He keeps up
a close connection with our community, and is still a keen recipient of The Parishioner. A
recent conversation with him revealed his interest in having some of his articles reprinted
in the newsletter for those who aren’t so familiar with our local history. Ed.
Thanks to Yarpole Living History for permission to reprint this article.

Any young person aged less than 25 years and living in the ancient parish of Yarpole
(Yarpole, Bircher, Bircher Common, Croft, Bicton) may apply to the charitable trust for
a grant.
The trust may assist eligible candidates with fees and costs associated with secondary
and tertiary education as well as with initial professional training. Support can be given
towards a wide variety of needs such as:
* tuition fees
* tools & equipment
* course books & software
* costs toward school/college trips or independent travel of an educational nature.
The trustees meet three or four times a year to consider applications. Applications should
be received three months before the grant is needed, although urgent cases will be
considered.
For further information or to request an application form please contact The Trust
Secretary on 01568 780945 or by email: yarpoletrust@gmail.com.
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CREATING A BUZZ ABOUT THE HONEYBEE

B E E S WAX
Are you aware that a honeybee only produces wax between days 12 and 17 of her
development? After that the wax glands, which are underneath her abdomen, start to
degenerate. An older bee can, however, reactivate them if need be - for example - after a
swarm in order to build a new home.
She has 8 wax glands underneath her abdomen and it takes her 12 hours to produce 8 clear,
colourless wax scales which are about 3mm wide x 0.1 mm thick. I know, crazy isn’t it?
Honeybees fly about 150,000 miles and have to consume eight times as much honey, by
mass, to produce 11b of wax. Think about that next time you think you’re paying over the
top for a natural beeswax candle!
Although the wax they produce is as clear as glass, the colour of wax - as we know it varies from a pale yellow to a yellowy/brown. This is because in order to use the wax to
build comb they have to chew it, and when mixed with the enzymes in their saliva it
becomes soft like clay. While building the comb it gets mixed with pollen oils and propolis
from various plants which changes its colour.
I only tell you this as, sadly, one of my hives had a laying worker. When you have a laying
worker there are various avenues you can explore to resolve the situation. Unfortunately
mine had gone too far and I had to shake all the bees out of their hive. See my blog for
June – The June Gap - www.mdthequeenbee.co.uk/blog. It’s a horrible thing to do and of
course I was left with eleven brood frames full of wax. No-one wants to waste all the
honeybees’ hard work, so R set to and, using our wax extractor, he melted down all the
wax, which we then poured into old milk cartons, as you can see from the shape of the
blocks in the picture. Once the wax has set, you can sell it on in any way you like, some
people use it for cosmetics, some to make candles they can sell, but I swap mine for fresh
foundation with a company called Thornes in Windsor.
So, having done the horrible deed of shaking out the honeybees, at least I’m left feeling a
little happier - in that all their hard work hasn’t been wasted. Their wax is recycled into
something useful.
Are you in awe of the honeybees yet? I do hope so, they are after all such wonderful little
creatures that make our life all the better. If I haven’t convinced you yet, I’ll try again next
month!
Meriet Duncan
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The Day I met Alain Ducasse
It’s not something I do very often, in fact I’ve only done it once, but it was an offer I
couldn’t refuse. You may have heard of Alain Ducasse, the French chef with more stars
than the red carpet on Oscars night. He was badly in need of being interviewed for the very
glossy in-house mag of a luxury car company. Would I mind doing the honours, usual fee
and expenses?
‘Not at all, when is he in London?’
‘He’s not, he’s in Monte Carlo.’
After the plane landed in Nice, I was whisked by private chopper through early evening
sunlight, over the mega-yacht-strewn coast into postage-stamp-sized Monaco, then
chauffeured to the door of the elaborately Rococo Hotel de Paris.
People don’t go to Monte Carlo for a cheap night out, as was obvious from the casually
ornate splendour of the Louis XV dining room: this is what money looks like when it’s
turned into décor. My first port of call, however, was the kitchen.
What I hadn’t appreciated before about this world-famous chef was that he doesn’t
actually cook. You might imagine a frantic kitchen with orders being barked and lots of
‘Oui Chef’ stuff like on the telly, but no. We sat in a small quiet office watching grey
images on half a dozen screens, each conveying a placid picture of chefs calmly tinkering
away in their section. Monsieur Ducasse didn’t go near a stove, indeed only cast an eye
over the food when the raw ingredients came in: colourful Provençal vegetables, delicate
champignons, and brilliant silvery-scaled fish, with which I felt an affinity since I was as
much out of my element as they were.
With 34 restaurants around the world at the last count, from London to Tokyo, Paris to Las
Vegas, and Beirut to Hong Kong, he probably doesn’t get much time for actual cooking.
No matter, he was still in charge, and I’m sure he could spot an out-of-line asparagus spear
from his eyrie and frighten the daylights out of the offending sous-chef with no more than
a ‘tut-tut’ into his microphone.
The other part of my job was eating the food, of course. Trying unsuccessfully to look at
home amongst millionaires and oligarchs out for a nosh before hitting the Casino, I
consumed several small but sensational courses, book-ended by a glass of vintage
Champagne from the trolley, and an infusion of leaves, cut from the living plant by a man
in white gloves (and clothes too, of course).
Some people live like this all the time, obviously, but for me it was a one-off peek into a
strange world. Walking out of one of Europe’s swankiest hotel-restaurants next morning,
well fed and well rested, without having to pick up the tab, was the kind of thing that
helped to make the freelance life tolerable.
Jim Ainsworth

Philosophical comment for the month
“You can never win an argument with an ignorant man!"
Anon
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The Curious Gardener
The plant nobody notices
Plants are similar to people in some ways. There are the show-offs, those that elbow their
way to the front and make sure they’re seen. Others are quiet, reliable types that never
make a fuss but are always there, doing what you want them to. And then there are the
recluses – those that hide behind others and are never noticed, but that have their own
charm if you take the time to hunt them out.
We have a recluse in our garden that no visitor has ever commented on: Berberidopsis
corallina. It’s not hidden from view, but somehow it never draws attention to itself and so
is always passed by. It’s an evergreen, twining climber from Chile, and because it grows
naturally in shady, sheltered woodland it doesn’t like being planted in a sunny place, nor
does it like cold winds. We’ve planted it against wall where it’s shaded by an
Amelanchier, and I guess that’s why no-one ever notices it – it’s at the back, and there are
more attention-grabbing plants in front of it. But if you took the time to stop and look,
you’d understand why we admire it so much.
From July until late September it produces clusters of dangling flowers of a pure, strong
red. Each flower is spherical, with a little matching frill at the top, They’re the colour of
scarlet sealing wax and the petals are shiny, so that from a distance they resemble little
cherries. Even the long, graceful stems from which they dangle are red. If you pick one
and break open the globe of petals, you find that the inside of the flower is coated with
sticky nectar. It’s such an attractive, unusual climbing plant that I can never understand
why visitors pass it by without noticing it. It may be a shy, retiring plant but it’s a stunner.
See photo on opposite page
Sue Russell.
See opposite page for photo graph
Thanks to Jim Ainsworth for sending in these words of wisdom:
“Parents were invented to make children happy by giving them something to ignore”.
Ogden Nash
“Bodies are wonderful things, pumping blood around, functioning in all weathers, and
doing it for years on end. I’m so impressed with mine I give a couple of glasses of wine
every evening as a reward”
And spotted outside a French portaloo:
“The toilet paper is not furnished”.
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Close-up of restored cupula
Photograph supplied by
Barbara Nurse

Berberidopsis coralline
Photo by author of article

Two photos from Carol Clare. On the left: “The start of
combining 15/07, winter barley, very early as the hot
weather has prematurely ripened the heads, small
shrivelled grains so the yield will be low, which will
probably be reflected in raised food costs in the
Autumn”. On the right: “A smiling sunflower that is
loving the heat and sunshine, and will, with its fellows,
provide lots of seeds for the birds later in the year. Win
some, lose some!!
We are always pleased to receive photos for the Parishioner and it is good to have them
from many different people. Mobile phone photos are of such good quality nowadays
that you don’t even have to have a camera. When you are out and about do consider
taking some shots of interesting sights you see around the parish and elsewhere anything that may be of interest to our readers.
Many thanks to our regular contributors of photos - do keep them coming in!
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Croft with Yarpole and Lucton
Parish Church Services September and October 2022
Date

Service

Church

Time

Sunday 4 Sept

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Croft

9.30

Sunday 11 Sept

Holy Communion – Common Worship

Yarpole

9.30

Sunday 18 Sept

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Yarpole

8.30

Sunday 25 Sept

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

9.30

Sunday 2 Oct

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Croft

9.30

Sunday 9 Oct

Holy Communion – Common Worship Harvest

Yarpole

9.30

Sunday 16 Oct

Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer

Yarpole

8.30

Sunday 23 Oct

Non-communion themed service

Yarpole

9.30

Sunday 30 Oct

Group Parishes Service

Eye

10.30

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Changes to the programme will be displayed on notice boards and
on the Community website
Anyone wishing to contact a priest please phone:
Rev. Matthew Burns on 01568 614399,
teamvicarwest@leominsterteam.org.uk
For other information please phone: Priory Office 612124
Monday to Friday 9.30 – 1.00
Churchwarden Barbara Nurse (780637)

Air Dried Logs
High Quality
Delivered by Truck
To place an order, contact;
Peter Merriman
01568 780414
Or peter.merriman@sky.com

3 luxury self-catering cottages just minutes from
the beach at Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire.
www.holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
stay@holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
07885 604720
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